o o I ST L N Y T
AR AR E P SR U

UE, WITNESS

“AND, CATHOLIC CHEC

P

ety
O A N

SR e e PART 1-11'.' - S IRSCTRE S .
, “niow :come, to--paor O?Brien; and ;of him I have
*much to say that will distress you painfully.. .. -
. Inconsequence of his refusing to pledge his word
not 10 escape, the ¢ ticket of leave,” as I have already
mentioned, was withheld from him; and he was con-
veyed to Maria Island;’ there-to remain in close ‘con-
finement- during; the pledsure of his Excellency; Sir
William Denison. - The restrictions imposed upon him
- 'were most stringentand severe. More than this—they
were cruel to an excess. , L
. He was_confined to a little cottagze, ‘and suffered to
take no exercise béyond that which a miserable plot of
. around, attached to this cottage, woild permit. He
was denied the use of @ servait ; had to light his own
fire, make his own bed, and perform every other menial
" duty that was necessary. He was denied all inter-
course, forbidden to exchange a word with any person
on the Island, save and except the Protestant chaplain.
He was dozged, nightand day, by coiistables, who had
10 report his presence, every lour hours, to the Super-
intendent of the Station. He was denied permission to
receive a few little luxuries, in the way of sugar, rice,
and raisins, which he had requested a gentleman in
Hobart Town to forward to him.  In a word, he was
detained under these and other restrictions, he was
oblized to submit to these and other privations, until,
at last, his health gave way, and the medical officer of
the Station pronounced it no‘longer safe to ¢nforce the
discipline to which he had been subjected.

On the 16th of Janvary, I received from our dearand

nioble friend, a letter, from which [ give you the follow-
' jug extract :(— - )

“ A new phase has ocewred in the arrangements
adopted with respectto me.  The Doctor of the Station
(Doctor -Smart) having reported that my heaith was]
giving way under the system preseribed by Dr. Hamp-
ton, I was allewed yesterday to take a little exercise,
atiended by a keeper.  Until I had an opportunity of
{esiing my powers, } had no idea how much my strength
had been reduced. I am now convinced, that, had no
chunge taken place, Sir William Denison would have
had very little trouble with his prisoner at the expira-

. tion of another fortuight.  Hereafter these proceedings
may become asubject of inquiry, and, in case 1 should
be prematurely extinguished, it will be right 10 inquire,
whether Dr. Dawson, the principal medical ofiicer of
the eolony, did, or did not, after his visit to this Island,
represent to the Governor and te Dr. Hampton, the
Comptroller-General, that the course of ireatment
adopted towards me would most prebably be injurious
10 my health.”

“Upon the receipt of this I felt bound to bring the
statemnent it contained under tlie notice ofthe local go-
verament ; and, if that did not produce any desirable
result, to lay the matter before the public, throurh the
colonial papers. :

" Fortunately, the very day I received it, 1 met
O’Dogherty and Martin at the Lakes, and had the ad-
vantage of their advice. It was agreed, then, I should
write a respectiu] remonstrance to Sir William Deni-
son, stating the facts I had heard with regard to
O’Bfien’s health, and praying for such alierations in.
the treatment adopted towards him as would avert the
fatal consequences it was bringing on. In case no al-
terations ‘took place, it was further agreed upon, we
should throw up our * tickets of leave,”” and no longer
bind ourselves, by any hoenourable engagement, tc a
Government that could act in s0 unman]y “and cruel a
manner. ... ... . : oo :

In consequence of this arrangement, I wrote th
lowing letter :— > S

~_ “.Hope’s Hotel, Ross, Jan. 17, 1850.
¢« May 17 Prease vour EXcELLENCY,

¢ Sir—I feel called upon to inform you respectfully
that 1 have received a letter, dated January 11th, from
Mr. Smith O’Brien ; -who, as your Exceilency must
be aware, is at present under close confinement in the
probation-siation of Maria Island,

¢¢ In this letter Mr, O’Brien mentions, that, in conse-
quence of the restrictions which have been imposed |
upon him, and the privations to which he is subjected,
his strenath has been greatly weakeried, and his health
in general very seriously impaired. o

« From what I know of Mr. O’Brien—and I have
the honor and the happiness t¢ know him well—1 fee}
convinced that the treatment in forcé ajrainst him must
have produced very injurious effects, indeed, 10 induce
the avowal he has made, and which—whatever be his
wishes to the contrary—I conceive it my duty to lay
before your Excellency. :

. 4 I write without haviny ascenained the feelings of
Mr. O’Brien with regard 1o the step [ now take : I
write, indeed, with the conviction, thut, had he besn
apprised of my intention in this respect, he would have
condemned it strongly, and have urged me torenounce
it.  There are times, however, when friendship is best
evinced in disobedience to the wishes of those, for
whose health and happiness one has bYeen led'to cher-
ish an anxious and a deep desire.

¢ For my part, I could liave no peace, no enjoyment,
no repose—a thorn would rankle in my heart, and ex-
cite-within me the most painful emotions—were I 10
be silent in this matter.. - .

+¢ With these sentiments, I respectfully, but urgent
1y entreat, that your Exceliency will be pleased to in-
stitute an inquiry into the treatment pursned towards
Mr. Smith 0°Brien, and the state 10 which, in conse-
quence of this treatment, his health has been reduced.

¢¢ 1 am assured, that, upon ascertaining the truth of
the statement 1 have now. put forth, yun-E.\Ecellency,'

- influenced by a sense of common justice and humanity,
will direct such relaxations to be made inthe disci-'
pline to which e is subjeet, as will restore the health,
-and guarantee the life'of my pure-hearted and noble-
‘minded friend. . T T

o 4 T'have the honor to be, | ,
"% Your Excelléncy’s obedient seivant,
o ..t Tilomas Francls MeagHER,. -,
© ¢To his Excellency, Sir W. Denison, Knt., '
" Lieut. Governor of Van Diemen’s Land, - . -
.  &e.y &oy & T T
'To thi§ communication I received the followine note
from ihe Office of the Convict Department :—
4 The,.Comptroller-General has been directed to
- acknuwledge the receipt of the,.communication ad-
dressed to ﬁle_Lieul,enant,—Governor, by Thomas Fran-
cis Meagher, dated the 17th ult.”> . . - -
The eavelope of this note measured eiglit iriches in
length, and on theiback.exhibited a plastertfred wax,

o Eréﬂ‘y'neﬁrly as hroad.as the seal on the mouth of

~ bottle of anchovies.”- This elegant adhesion bears some
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elaborate device, which, as yet, I have not had suffi-
cient leisure to examine.: 7 ' 7 oo T

On'the ather side; [ found the subjoined inseription :—

- L ¢ On Public Service only. .
Tkomas Francis Meagher, =~ .
o Hupe’s Holel, - .
e R ~ Ross, .-

« Convict Department, 22nd January, 1850.” ,
. The information it contained, you will -admit, was
not very satisfactory ; limited, as it was, to the simple
announcement that my letter had arrived safe. - The
morning-it arrived, however, I received a letterfrom a
friend of mine, assuring me that the treatment I had
complained of had been considerably modified.  Four
or five days subsequently, I received one from Q°Brien
himself, from which I make an extract or two ; for, I
am sure, they will afford you greater satisfaction than
any statement, borrewed from them, of my own :—
_.% I am happy 1o be.able to relieve your anxiety with
respect to my hezlth, by assuring you thar [ have felt
better to-day than upon any day for several weeks,
and that I have every reason to believe 1 shall soon be
in'a condition to undergo ancther of Dr. Hampton’s
experiments upon the strength of my constitition.
- i¢ My letter to you of the 11th was written under the
impulse of vehement indignation, excited by the dis-
covery, that 1 had been very much enfeebled by con-
finement and solitude. ~ When first I was shut up in
solitary confinement, after Dr. Hampton’s visit to this
Island, I conld not help feeling, that, in the cuse of
nineteen men out of {iwenty, a sirict enforcement of his
regulations would destroy reason or life ; but still I
was in hopes that I should be able to bear it without
injury, as my constitution is nawrally a very strong
one. - I found, however, that after I had been in con-
finement for o few weeks, [ became constantly op-
pressed by a palpitation of the heart—a sensation I
never before experienced, not even at Clonmel—and it
is my firm conviction, that if the restrictions had not
been somewhat relaxed, [ would heve fallen 2 vietim
to what certainly has worn all the appearance of a de-
liberate design to shorten my life.
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¢ Since the 11th, T have been allowed asmuch oppor-
tunity of exercise as I could reasonably expect. |
ramble about in the neizhborhood of the staiion, at-
tendedt by a keeper, so upon this head, there is no
longer, at present, any ground for complaint.
* * + L4 -

- ¥ ]

« With regard 1o the request which 1 made, that you
would not memtion anything about my health in your
letters home, the reasons for such an admonition ne
longer exist, as I have thoughi it right w0 let my ow:
friends know, both that my confinemenmt has been
relaxed in consequence of its having proved injurious
to my health, and also, at the same time, that there is
no longer any reason for alarm.>?

So far, then, so good. But, is it not sickening to
think, that the treatment which brought on his illness
was enforced for no other reascn than this—that he de-
clined to.give. his word nol to escape ! He declines to
give his word not to escape, and, {orthwith, he is sub-
Jected 10 the most harrassing privations and indigni-
ties; is shut out from all seciety 5 is gagged, and
cramped, and half-stifled in a hut ; is buried alive, in

-fact, upon a serap of an Island ; and from all this,

knows no exemption until his life is perilled ! )

Ah! the race of Hudson Lowes is not extinet ; and
there are other rocks in the ceean besides that famous
one of St. Helena j—sweet, secluded spots—remote,
snug nooks—just large enough for zaolers to test -their
ls}}ih and venom on, in fou! experiments upon a noble
ife.

I have now said everything—everything that could
be said, I believe, about ourselves, our voyage, and the
circumstances in which we are placed. “Atew words,
in conclusion, about-the Coleny.

With regard, then, to the Colony. It is a beautiful,
nobte Island.. In meost, if not all, those features which
coustitute the strength, the wealth, and the grandeur of a
country, it has been endowed.  'The seas which en-
compass it, the lakes and rivers which refresh and fer-
tilize, the woods which shadow, and'the sky which
arches it—all bear testimony to the excellence ‘of the
Divine Hand, and, with sounds of the finest harmony,
with signs of the brirhtest coloring, proclaim the sood-
ness and munificence of Heaven in its behalf,

The climate is more than healthful. It is invigorat-
ingand inspiring. Breathing it, manhood preserves
its bloom, vivacity, and vigor, long after the period at
which, in other countries, those precious gifts depart,
and the first cold touch of Age’is felt.  Breathing it,
Age itself puts on a glorions look of health,. serenity,
.and gladness, and, even when the grey hairs have
thinned, seems able to fight 2 way through the snows,
and storms, and {alling leaves of many years to dome.
Breathing 1t, many a frail form which the Indian sun
had wasted, acquires fresh life ; the dim eye lightsup
anew ; to the ashy paleness of 1he sunken cheek sue-
ceeds the sparkling blush of health ; the heart resumes
its youthful action, and drives the blood onee miore in
clear and glowing currents through the frame ; whilst
the mind that was sinking into gloom and forgetful-
ness, touched, as it were, by a miraculous hand, starts
into light and playfulness, and breaking far away from
‘the shadows of Death that were closing round it, ex-
ults in the consciousness of a new exisience.

Oh! 1o think that 2 land so blest—sorich in al] that
makes life pleasant, bountiful, and great—so formed
to be a refuge and a sweet abiding-place, in these Jat-
ter times, for the younger children of the old, decrepid,
wormn-out world at home—to think that -such.a land js
doomed 10 be the prison, the workhouse, and the grave,’
.of the ENPIRE’s ontcast poverty, ignorance, and guilt !
This is a sad, revolting thought ; and the reHections
which spriniz'fron"it cast a gloum here overthe purest
and happiest minds.  Whilst soblack a curse ison t,
no heart, howsoever pious; -generous, and benignant;
could love this land, and speak of it with pride.

I have mow brought my létter to 2 conclusion,’and it
wastime for me to’do so. -But yet I cannot “prevail

tulating you, as I do most sincerely and affectionately,,

- jrapon your second appearance in public life, and ‘the,

assutances'gf guccess and honor which have accom-
paniedit. = S o o T

Up to'this date I have not receiveda single copy of
the ‘Natiofi ; séme of the colonial papers, however,
have published extracts from the leading articles, and
from them I-have had a pretty clear conception of the
views with which you have-&arted; - ;

T'am delighted-to find' you have made the Land
‘Question the basis of the new.movement. Bring that
question 10 a clear, definite, permanent, conclusion,
ahd the solution of the ‘other vexed questions of our

.| young Nation, crowned with glory, staidin

upon mysel-to wish-yon' good-bye swithout congra-' l

‘prevaled to a very

country, will surely: follow. 1t was a grievous error on
ot part, that in Jaihuary, 1847, we did not start ‘with
it; and to the settlement of it dedicate all our sympa-
thies and efforts. ~ . - L DI

True it is, an armed revolution, eventuating in:suc-
cess, would have settled that question in a day. . But
in 1847 we did 'not comtemplate an insirrectionary
movement. We thought to buiid 2 National Parlia-
ment by Aet of Parliament, and dazzled with the pro-
ject, we lost sight of the fact, that the soil beneath our
feet was -as unstable as a quagmire. ' Recluim that
soil—<¢ disenchunt it 1* as poor Mitchel exclaimed one
day to the Landlords in the Irish Council—bind it
firmly together, render it sure, solid, and immoveable
—and then you may rear upon it the noblest institu-
tions. '

You have opened with the declaration, that <the
independence of Ireland cannot be achieved by a sud-
den blow, but must be worked-out in detail.”? Ad-
liere to that. - Submit to the bitterest taunts; submit
1o the most odious and irritating suspicions ; submit to
be called a coward and = renegade; submit to every-
thing that is most galling to an upright, generous mind,
rather than swerve one inch frum the path to which
that declaration leads you.

This is my advice, since 1t is my belief that, for
many a long day to come, you cannst cope with Eng-
{land in the field. To this conclusion I have come,
from a patient, slow consideration of the materials
with which you have 1o work, and the difficulties that
confront you. ~ :

Looking back 10 the events of 1548—studying them
in a fair and candid spirit—I have become convinced
that in the summer of that year we aimed far beyond
our strength, and sought by wild and vehement efforts
the accomplishment of 2 work immeasurably greuter
than the rescurces we had organized, and the influence
we possessed.

. Had we adhered firmly to the system of action with
which we set out—had we patienly and resolutely
resisted the influence of the Kuropean movemeits—I
solemaly believe, that a National Confederacy, of
formidable strength, intelligence, and puwer, would
have grown inio exisience, and have been by this time
oinnipotent in {reland.

1 recollect well, that when we were in Paris, a little
after the Revolution of February, Arthur Q*Connor,
viarning us uf the danger into which we were hurrying,
begged of us to be more temperate and reserved.  But,
amid the Haunting of the tricolor, the trees of liberty,
the bayonets of the Garde Mobile, and the chaunting
of the Marseiliaise, we losi sight of the old soldier,
his examnple, and s precepts.  We thought that lre-
Jand, by a sudden spring, could do' what France had
succeeded in doing after o suries of attempts and fai-
lures, and :he active indefurigable propagandism of
republican ideas ever since the Three Days of 1830,
We presumed thus far, and were thung dewn in a piti-
fnl antempt 1o realize the hope we had so extravaganly
concerved,

The path you have pointed to is, certainly, a long
and irksome one, and will painfully test the patience,
the moral courhge, and the endurance of the pecple.
But, after all, it is the surest one, and the one best
adapted for the progress of a nation the energies of
which have been <o cruelly reduced.

It may be difficult for you to lead the people to that
path, and keep them to 1. The defeat of 15458 may
have 30 dishearteded them as to induce an unwilling-
ness to make another and a wiser effort. But why
should this be s0? The deteat of 1848 was not the
defeat of a whole people. ft was nothing more than
the rout of a lew peasants, hastily collected, badly
armed, half starved, and miserably clad.

The country did not turn out. The country was not
beaten, therefore. And hence it shonld neither be dis-
heartened nor ashamed. .

Why a more general movement did not take place,
I'have no time av present to explain. There were
many reasons for it, and as I intend to write a lintle
narrative of what occurred in Tipperary during the
period to which I allude, you shall have them at some
future day. : . :

1 ieel, however, it would not be cardid of me 1o
conceal the opinicn I have frequently stated in private,
that we who went to Tepperary, did not put the ques-
tion properly to the country—did not give the country
a fair opportunity—did not adopt anything like the
best meaus {or evoking the hercism of the reople, and
bringing it into action.

[ owe it i0 the people to make this avowal. [t pains
me to reflect that such an avowal has been so lone
withheld, and that in the absence of it, they have been
charged with cowardice and desertion.

There is another slander, t00—a slander no Jess un-
just and scandalous than the one 1 have this moment
mentioned,—which 1 feel bound also 1o refute.

Since the affair at Ballingarry, it has been repemt-
edly rang in our ears—¢ The Priests betrayed you !

The Priests did not betray us. As a body, they
were opposed to uz—actively and determinedly oppos-
ed to us—irom the.day of the Secession down to the
very day on which the Suspensien of the Habeas
Corpus Act was announced by expressin Dublin. In
not joining vs, therefore, in 1he feld—in not exhorting
the people to take up arms—nay, in setting themselves
against the few who rallied round us, and warnine
thém 1o their homes—in all this they did not act
treacherously ; they acted simply with strict consis-
tency. : : ' '
 1do not, of course, appland them for the
acted.. With the bebef ]t)}}l)at is rooted in mypr'gilx:cieyé
could not do 0. For 1 firmly believe, that had the
Catholic Priests of Ireland préached the Revoluticn
{rom their altars—had they blessed the arms and ban-
ners of the people—had they gone out, like the Sicilian

Priests, ‘orthe -Archibishop of Milan, and borne the
Cross in’ frént of the insurgent ranks—had this been

‘the case;- I"firmly believe there would have been a
b
up by the side of England at this hour.- - - proudly.
And yet, strongras this'belief is, T sincérely admit,"
that, in opposing the - insurrectionary movement of
1848, the Catholic Clergy 'of - Ireland " were influenced
.by the purest love for the people. - . ... . ' .
They had witnessed the ravages of three famines—
had seen the mass of the peasantry wasting away. be-:
fore their eyes—had seen the blood. of-the ‘country
turning'into water, and its'vigorous, gallant form shri-
velling to'a spectre—they had seen i} this, and could
not. bring, themeelves to bestow their sanction on
‘struggle in which the odds ‘appeared 'so numerous
against the country. This feeling; I am ‘¢onfident,
vaLled to a very great 'extent amongst them. T’
ow it was the féeling of certain. brave, charitable;.

high-minded men, in parishes 1 could mention 5 and

in_‘their?eﬂbrt_s 10 suppress the rising,.
erned by this'feeling, -
- Besides;, why should we hesitate to-admit, what all
the world knows, that the. Cunfederate Leaders did not
possess the confidence of the Catholic Priests and
Bishops of Ireland? "Why not manfully avow, that
the latter remained faithful to the principles of 0°Con-
nell, conceiving it would bean insult to his. memory
to support a movement which sprung from a repug-
nance to his views, his policy; and dictation? And
this being the plain truth, how, as honouruble men,
can we tolerate the slander that has been levelled a1
them ever since our imprisonment? .

For my part, I feel deeply grieved, that whilst I re-
mained m Treland it wus not permitted me to give a
public refuiation to this slander ; but now, that I have
an -opportunity, I ieel happy, beyond measure, in
doing so. o o

"To return, however, to the subject from which I was
foreced to make u deviation. Let me repeat it=—the
people have no reason to be disheartened or ashamed
in consequence of our failure. It was no fault of
theirs. As we liave accepted the penaities it imposed,
s0 we acknowledge und aceept its responsibility and
disgrace. :

Bat I go fwrther, and [ say, that even il it were the
case, that the people had fought, and had been worst-
ed, it is now their duty to resume the struggle.

"The necessity of that struggle is just as clear, just as
urgent, just as imperative as ever, if it is not a hun-
dred times more svo.  Nothing has occurred since July,
1848, to exonerate the people from the contest which
at that period sustained so disereditnble and mean a
check. The severest blow they might have then re-
ceived, would not have justified them in signing the
abdication of the rizht 10 possess and rule their coun-
try. [t is victory alone that can absolve a nation from
the struggle in which her flag, her sceptre, and her
honounr are at stake.

Ah! there is one great lesson they have (o leamn In,
Ireland yet; and that is, 1o bear up against adversity
with a putient, resolute, indefutigable will. [t is a
ruinous Irregularity of their disposition to be so suscep-
tible of hope at one time, and so liable to depression at
another. To-ddy, they soar tothe giddiest hieights of
rapture and enthusiam ; lo-mortow, they cower before
‘a passing cloud, and sink into the coldest currents of
despair!

Al so they pass from one extreme to the other, and
in both unfit themselves for the hard, rough work,
which, anid the wreek and ruin of their country, lies
‘open for them.  Warned by’the strange and sad tran-
-slttons 1o which this disposition has so often led, it is
time for them to govern and correct it; and, in doing
50, acquire a calm, a strong, laborious spirit; o spirt
thar will il at its appomnted work spite’ of every
temptation and reverse ; a spirit that, in sunshine and
in storm, will preserve the same placidity and force ;
and steadfast through all vicissitudes to its faith and
holy mission, will, In the end, conduet the sons and
daughters of our fair and noble land to a destination of

they were gov-

peace, serenity, and joy. - .

I know weil that these are somewhat distasteful
truths to tell to a sensitive and impassioned people.
But, adversity is sure to teach a little wisdom ; and it
would console me much—it would pleasingly and
proudly reconcile me to the fate I now endure—if
the lesson 1 have learned, in these my silent, lonely
hours of exile, served in any way to rexulate the im-
pulses, and correct the errors, “which prevail at home.

+'The sentence which now binds me to this strange
land has not removed me [rom my country. I am
with her still. Her memories, her sorrows, and her
hopes, mingle with my own, and have become a por-
tion of my life. While that life lasts, my heart, with
all its affections -and aspirations—my mind, with all
its thoughts, energies, and experiences, are hers.
From the duty I owe ta her as my Mother-Land, ‘no-
thing can absolve me. -

And what nobler act could I now performn'in her re-
gard, than to turn my misfortunes to her best acconnt,
and give her that advice, which, were it not for those

1 misfortunes, I might have never thought of? "It has

been beautifuily said, that adversity brings forth bright
truths, as the night brings forth the stars; and I, Jor
one, am sensible that, in the gloom which surrounds
me here, lessons of wisdom have shone out, which, in
the brightness of a happier fortune, might have re-
mained invisible. These lessons I ofler to my poor,
sad, old country. They are the only pledges of affec-
tion I can give her now; and, as such, I know they
will not be refused. -
With sineere esteem and the deepest trust,
¢ Believe me, my dear Dutly,
Ever to remain,
Your affectionate {riend,
- T. F. Meacuzg.

MISCELLANEOUS,

——

THE IRISH FRANCHISE BILL.
(From the Tablet of Awugust 10.)

The Government compromise of the Irish Fran-
chise Bill has at length, and after much reluctance,
been acceded to by the hereditary branch of the
Legislature.  On "Tuesday night the 12/. qualifica-
tion clause was affirmed in the House of Peers, after
:a warm debate and a close division, in which,'by the
aid of an unusual proportion -of proxies, Ministers
attained the very moderate majority of eleven. The
other amendments of the Commons—including. the
restoration of the self-acting registration—were after-
‘wards quietly submitted to by their. lordships. - Thus.
the measnre, as it is now about to become law, differs
‘but inone very material point from the original Whig
proposition—the: substitution of the 127, qualification
for the SI. one—and this- mutilationof ‘the. Bill-is not,
as we strongly suspect, altogether opposed to the
secret inclination of the “official ‘promoters of the
measure. .. .. T P S
. The "T%mes felicitates their lordships upon this re-’
solulion of ‘the probiem of Irish electoral’ reform,
which it terras’# one.of ‘the' most satisfactory events

it is a vast improvement on the present, or late law,
is evident enougli ; but is' it, on the wholé, such a‘re

itively. démanded ? - '

of the session.”” "How far the “ settlement? will give .
satisfaction’in-Ireland, yét remains to be seen. "That

form as the: Irish people hdd a right to ‘expeét;'or ‘Such
as the altered circumstancés of thecolmtry impera~ ™

- Under the '12/. rating’ qualification; it iS"ls‘:'\id,‘t'}ie"""’""



