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GAMING.» '

. o go onc step further, und show the brutalizing effects
of gaming on the humun mind, [ introduce the following
saolancholy, L might say astounding, story, transiated from
a French weakly poriodical, called ¢ Le Voledr,” of Ne-
‘vanbor 10th, 1834, snd it will sppesr to beur the slamp of
veracity. 'The occurrence took flace, it is truib‘ § O
tjwe. back—in the yonr 1788 ; but that does not validate
the fact, nor lessen the .nlcreut attached to it. Man is the
yame nuw os he wus then,—ay, the same as lte was in
the daye of Solomon,—eqdally prone to do wrong, and
kept Iu check only by an appeal to lis reuson und oxpe-

rience. Fhoe story runsthus :—

«A fow yoara before the dreadful insurrcction of the
nagroes ut St. Deminge, thut beautiful French colony was
at the height of its gruudeur and prosperity ; and its culti-
vationr and indastry hud been the means of inttoducing into
it more gold than the wines of South America had even
furaished tha avaricious Spuniurds with, This precious
metal, indoed, circulated there with the greatess activity,
aud with it luxury and extruvagnuce, as usual, kept pace
in every kind of pleasurable enjoyment.  Neither islﬂlis"w
Le wondered ut. Under the burniug uuuo'-phcro of the
tropics, the passions, naturally quick, become ardent, and
even volcanic 3 whilst riches, which in great measure
give rise to them, offer every means of gratifying them.

‘¢ At the pr. riod tv which we slude—namely, the year
1788—the most prcdmnmntmg passion of the wealthy jisha-
bitants of 21, Domingn was the baneful and pcstacnt oue of
gaming. Still, the games of calculation, i which address
wnd skill neutmlise, in some degree, the chances of for-
tune, were not suflicient for the grasping inquietude and
covetous ideas of its volarics. They looked forward to
these games iu which the fuscinating expectations of gaining
x lange sum by a few throws of the dice were most likely
tu bo realized, aud a fortune made or lost in the course of
a few hours. 8o fur indeed was the thirst for gaming car-

siad, that itywas nat an uncom:uos occurrence to sec houses

and estates, with the couplement of uegroes belonging to

them, depranding on the throw of the dice. They (the

dice) were placed upon the tuble by dozens, when the
~ payer picked out three, and commenced bis acts of deape-
~ ration, submittiog himse.f to the pewer of fute.

the appeargiice of 'th‘enr c(mﬁmts the Cﬁptﬁm of thie" fngate
shrank back with nstomshment g supposmg. Be ;hud} ealy.
run thi rls&‘nf wmnmg or losmg the smﬂl sum he:saw- on‘L'
the mble,‘whxch did not excoed-a few erown pieces (pro-|,

badly cunatora), and _gently pushing from hiwn- the. bags,
addressed the party thus:

o b r

“ ¢ Gentlemen, T should be wammg mt oﬁly i good”
manners, but in common honesty, if I whre: to apps opriate;
to myself these sums, the' winning: of which I never in !he*
least degree contemplnted ; having - ‘only, ds¢' I theught,
pluyed for the trifling sum I saw lyitig on- the table. ‘1
cunnot therefores look upos this enorin'ous )Quanuty of |
goid as properfy my right.”” ’ e

“ ¢Sir," said Cuptain St. Every, yop' must take it; for

if you had lost, you would huve bess obhged to pay the
me suimn,”’

>

“* «Yon are mistaken sxr, replied the naval captain, if
you think so. I do notconceive my honour endanwered in
refusing to pay u debt which I never contracted, nor inre-
lusing to accept of so lnrge a sum, whnch I #ever enter-
tained an idea of winning.’ ;

»

* ¢ Monsienr le Commandant,’ rejoined Captain St.
Every, elevating his voice to the hlghest pitch, ¢if you had
lost, you should have paid: Iwould hcue made you do
so ,

¢« There was in this lapguage, and in the tone in which
the words were delivered, an evident desire of provoca~
tion, which could not eséape the notice of the naval cap-
tain ; and he answered it in a similar manner. The re-
sult was a challenge, which the exertions of the bystanders
were not alde to prevent.

¢ ¢ 8ir,” said Captain St. Every, to his adversary, -as |
do not wish to take any advantage over you which my
"known ability in the use of the sword and the pistol gives
me, 1 will offer you terms of equality. Let a pisto}l be
brought hece instantly, and charged ; and the chance of
thc dice shall detevmine which of the two shall blow out
"the o.her s Lrazins.’

s« Accepted ! replies the Captain of the frigate.

‘¢ A fveling of hLorror agitated the whole of the society
present ; scveral persons left the roowm, trewbling for the

presentnﬂg{lo hlB’aﬂtug,onlst—oruratber,,ggnhmg mgwﬁ“ ke

firm attitude of a: brave man;, was &hus 'ad&tzssed by hnm :

: “‘Your life belo’ngs'fo*me;r Sir,’ throwing down’ the
gls,,takmg the piatol m,hxs hand, ¢ Re--: ,
commend y‘om‘ soal- toiGed !’ :
o Fa‘-“" gir - vanlmrl th:.("gmmanlfqm ﬁ!ncgmrjus hnnd
onhis heart § an. hon;:i man i3 always ready to He
was not allowed to finigh the sentenc'e."L S EEvpry ngball
scnttereJ his bmms a\boutﬁ)e room, &nd nlso‘ ,ﬁinn the
‘persons of severnl of those wlm were present r

L3

a1

w Af-'ter this homb e datastrophe, on whxcfx tf)e pn
voicé was most loud against Cnptam St Every, thnt oﬁ;ér .
was 1o longer looked upon bat thh houer, “and  was
avoided and shnnned by almost every person in the Colo- :
ny ; which treatment he acknowledged by expre iohs of
hatred and disdait. At length, on the breakmg onf of the -
insurréction at St. Dommgo he entered the ‘ service of the:
enewmy (i. e. the Enmsh), and ‘served as captam n};}ier .
the orders of General Sir Thomns Mnltland 3 in whx‘h ﬁe i
displayed proofs of great brav ery, as welld as tbe most con-
suminate ubility in the art of war. The msurgents owed
almest all their success to his falent, even to their last bat—
tle at Ivois, near Tiburon, where he was kllled by nbill .
ir his ribs, at the very time when thory was declared or
Hitn.”? L

¢

.,)

Oceaxic Amuu.cm.m.—-’l ha ocean’ teems thfi
life; the class of polyps alone are con]ectnred by Lamarck
to be as strong individuals as insects. - Every tropical reef
is described as bristling whh corals, budding with sponges,
and swarming with crustacea, echimi, and testacea, while
almost every tide-washed rock is earpeted with faci, an&
studded with corallines, actinie, and mollusca. There are
innumerable forms i the seas of the warmer'zones-. whlch '
have scakcely begun to attract the attention of the natu~
falist ; and there are parasitic animals without number,
three or four of which are sometimes appropriated to one
genus, as to the: Balena, for example. Even though we
coacede, therefore, that the geographical range of mannc
species is more extensive in generai than that of the ter~
restrial, (the temperature of the sea being mere uniform,

and resolved not tv be wanea:es of the

consequenceas,

,and the land impending less the migrations of the oceanic

*¢ Inthe year 17538, ona Captain St. Every, the son of a blaody contlict ; whilst others, more furdened in their 'than the ocean of the terrestrial,) yet we think it “most:

very rich Sugar pmpnclor. wus about twenty-six years of
age: and, although possceagof an imuicnse fortune, had |
embraced the profussion of atfis, und was serving in a re-'
giment at Port-au-Prince.

even 1o temerity.
vantage of bis dexterity ; and when engnged in a couflict,

he genvrally contrived slightly to wound his opponents:

been himse'l occusionally wounded, and in his numerous
duels, had left many traces of bloud in the society of St
- Dowmingo. Ho possessed nuny amiable qualities, nithough
he was more feared thun loved 3 forusmuch as his upright
. conduct and prepossessing innners couid not make swends
fur the impetuosity of his character, his propensity for
_ duolling, and his attachmwent to gaming : for itis, vnfortu-
_ nately, necessary to udd, that he was a gamester.

“ Que evening, in a house of public resort tur gaming,
in Yort-pu-Prince, a fow of the inhabitants were seated
round a table, waiting antil a satficient number of porsons

sivived to gnable thuin te comwence pluy. At length une
of them culled out, * Who will play <1 will play,’ &iid
the Cuptain of a Freuch frigite, who happened to bo at
that time in the town; and taking the box, threw the
. dice, to win or lose, as he thought, the amount of a small
sum of money which was put upon the table. Of course
he was ignorant of the gate—at all events, of tho stake—
. about to be played.

«« « Monsieur le Commnandant,’ excloitned Captain St.
Every, ‘you have won ; tuhe vp your winnings:’ at the
same time pushing lowards hiw severul bags of gold. At

' 'I‘mn\ an article in Fraser’s Mn«ruzmo for Seéptemdser, cn-

In 1_!‘ management of the | | feet in width. Whilst a third persos was loading the pis-
swo-d aud pistol, he was quite wiihout a rival, and brave o), the silence of denth pervaded the assembly, and the !
Still, he took nothing like unfuir ad- jcalm wus ogly interrupted by some woids which passed

{for it was observed that they alone preserved a coolness of
In this he was lucky even to kwolence ; although he had !

»u.xlurc, and excited by a brutal curiosity, approached
nearer to the combatants, who were sitting exactly op-
 posite to each other, and sepurated ouly by a tuble. four

between the adversaries, but not of an aggravating uature;

temper i these fearful moments.

“\\'' 'n the pistol was charged, each of the parties
minutely exawuned it ; aud finding it in proper order, one
of themn placed it on the table on which were lying, in tWo
heuaps, the dice. Each drew out three, and it was decided
thut the naval Capiain should have the first throw. He
took up the box with a firm hand, and putting into it the
instrument, which were to award hiw either his - life- or
death, he shook them, aund threw eleven !

¢t ¢ That is a good throw, Commandant,’ snid Cuptam
St. Lvery, suspending for a minate hisbwn throw. ¢ The

as it appears to me it will, that fortane has favored you, 1
beg yvou will have neither mercy nor pity npen me': ior
rest assured, you shall have none from me. Moreover I

chance is in your fuvour ; but listen to me: ifit turns out

probable that the aquatic species fur exceed in number the
mhabitants of thelund. Without insisting, en thig. pomf,
we may safely assume, as we before stated, that, exclu~
sive of microscopic beings, there are between one apd two
millions of species now inhabiting the terraqueous globe_ ;
so that if only one of these were to become extinct annn-
ally, and one.new one were to be every year called into
being, more than a niilion of years would be required tor
bring abouta complete revolation in organic life. -—Lyell 2
Geology.

Mrs. Hale says in one of her sensible essays: ¢ How
unfortunate it is for the real happiness of youug, t;emn]es,
that since to understand household affirs is such an. xndxs~
pensnble acccmphahmen.t for women, it cannot l}‘ie, tan

t :

MopxsTy.—Modesty is not onfym: ornnme.ntbut‘alsdf "
a guard to nature. Itisa l\md of quick and delicate foel-:
ing in the soul, which makes her shrink and withdraw
herself from every thing that has danger in it." -It
is such an exquisite sense, as warns to shun the first ap~

should cousider cither as a cow'ml that would think of
spariang the other.’
¢ ¢Sir,’ observed the Commandant, ° I do not stand iw
need of your impertinent remgbnstwnces to teach me how
'to actin this or any other uffair.?

s 8t, Every then took the box, and having put into it
the dice, throw them : they nambered fiftecn ! !

« The eompany present were now horror-stricken.
\Ionsxenr le Commandant calmly rose from his seat, and

pearance cf every thing thmt s hurtful. . S
!

THREAD oF TEE SPipER.—The thread of-the sitk-
worm is so small, that many folds dre twisted together to.
form our finest sewing thread: ; but that of the spideris
smaller still, for tivo drachmsof it by weight would!
rench from London to Ediuburgh, or four hnndred rmlesa
—Arnolt’s Phy.ms. -

tided Tl .-\nal.om\ of Gaming,” by Nimrod



