T \Iy *deat s'u"” dlthatf ‘gentlemana§ T/ oss" 10" TFecgive ahnn,
“ pray be seated., ’ Pray sitdown. ' Now, do not stand on“my ac-
¢ount. I.mriust:iasist upon- xt,+really £With those ~words =M,
chkwxck gently pressed me-down into;my-séat; ‘and taking - my
hand inthishshook. it -againt: and aoanmtI\ a,twarmth of jmanner.
perfectlyslrrwsttble.‘ I endeavoured-itoé ‘éxpress in’ fy- fwelcome,
somethmrr of that heartméss and pleasure whxchvthe!ﬁghtrof him
awakened ‘and made him sit down ‘beside me., : ;All sthistime'he [
kept-alternately releasing'my hand, andgraspxnmlt again, .and sur-
veying me through his spectacles wnth such a beammg countenance
as{ never beheld. . SR S
#.You knew me dtrectly " said Mr. P1ckw1ck “_fWhat‘ a plea-
sure it is-to.think that you knew me directly " AR
I remarked that I' had read his'adventures very.often, and that |
his-features were quite familiar to me from the published'portraits.
As I thought. it a‘good opportunity of adverting to the circum-

Te

stance, I condoled with him upon the various libels on bis charac-_

tér which had found their way into-print. Mr. Pickwick shook
his head and for a moment looked very indignant, but smiling
aghain dtrectl), added that no doubt I was acquamted with Cer-
vantes’ introduction to the second part of Don Qulxote, and that it
fully-expressed his sentiments on the subJect ’

“But, now,"” said Mr. Prckwrck “ dont you wonder how I
found you out ?” ' )
« T will never wonder, ond with your good leave, never Lnow
said 1, smiling in'myturn, ¢ It is enough’ for me that you give
me this gratification. I have not the least desire that you should

tell me by what means I-have obtained it.” - T

“ Youware very kind,” returned Mr. -Pickwick, shaking me by
the hand again, “you are exacily what T'expected! ‘But for what
particular purpese do you: think I have'sought. you out, my denr
sir ? ‘Now, what do you think I come for?*

Mr. Pickwick- put 'this question ‘as though he were persunded
that it was morally nnpossxble that I could by any means divine
the deep purpase of his visit, and that it must be hidden from all
buman ken. - © Therefore, althongh f[_'was rejoiced to think that I
anticipated his drift, I feigned to beignorant of it, and aftera brief
consideration shook my-head despairingly.

» & What should you say,” said- Mr. Pickwick, laymg tbe fore-

' finger of his left hand upon my coat-sleeve, and looking at me with
his head thrown back, anda little on one side, “ what should you
say if I confessed that, after reading your account of yourself and
your little society, I had come‘here,_ a humble candidate for one of
those, empty chnlrs"” .o P -

“ I ,should say,” I returned, that I know,of only one :-circum-
’ stanee whleh could strll further endear,that little soclety to me, and. |
that would be the associating:with. it my;old. ‘friend—for. you must,
let me call )ou so--my old friend,’ Mr. Pickwick.”, o . ¢ .
: As-I made ‘him this answer, - every feature' of Mr Pickwick’s,
face fused itselfin one all-pervadmcr expression of delight.-~After, |,
shaking me heartily by both hands at once, he patted me gently

on the back, and then—I well understood why—coloured up to
the eyes, and hoped w 1th grcat eay nestness of manner that he had
not hurt me.’ ‘

Ifhe had, I would have been content that be should have re-
peated the offence a hundred times rather ‘than suppose 50, but as
he had net, I had no difficulty i in changmg the subject by makmg

an en_gulry which had been on my lips twenty times already.

L ] » * * *

* And this,” said Mr. Prckwxck stoppmg short, ¢ is the old
clock! Dear me!”

I thought he wouid nevér have corfie away from it. After ad-
vancing to. it softly, and laying his hand upon it with asmuch res-
pect and as mariy smiling looks as if it were alive, he " sat- himiself
to consider it in every possible direction, now mountmg on.a chair
to look at the top, now going down upon his kness to examineithe-
bottom, now surveying the sides with bis spectacles almost touch-
ing the case, and now trying to peep between it and the'wall'to
get a slight view of.the back: T hen, he would: retire .ia pace or
twoto.look up at the .dial to sec it'go, and thendraw ‘near ‘again

and stand with his head on one side:to hearit tick—never failing |
to glance towards me at intervals of.a .few.seconds each, and nod |

his head with such compla'cent gratification as I am quite unable to'
descnbe. His admlratlon was not confined _ to the clock either,
but extended itself to every article in the room, and. realiy, ‘hen
he had gone through them every one, and at last sat himself down |
in all the six chairs’ one after anather, to try how they felt, I never
saw such a picture of good humour and happiness as he presented,
from the top of his shining head down to the very bottom of his |
galters. :

I should have been well pleased and should have had the ut-
mmost enjoyraent of his company, if he had remained with me all
day, but'my favourite striking the hour, reminded him “thatr he
must taLe’lns leave. I could not forbear tel]mg" him once mbre
~ how glad he had made me; and we shook hands all ‘the’ way down
staivs. ‘ e
. .,\,Ve had no sooner, arrived .in - the hall:.than my houselceeper,.

,<\n o

......

I observed) greeted: Mr. I’Jckmck thh her, best smxle and ourt-

sey, and the Dbarber, fexgmng to be’ accldentally passmg his way. out, |

madehxm 8 vest number of bows. When the hougekeeper curtsey-
seyed M Pickwick botwed with the utmost politéhess, and'w hen
he bowed the holisekeeper curtseyed agaim  Between the house:

Say ?ha’t"Mr:f“‘chmeﬁﬁnced and

¢

k%eiaé‘ét'ahd‘th**barbe T shiohld:
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We had scarcely begun our, repast whefi there was' 8 knock .at

the door by wlnch I had entered and Nell.. bursting iato, a‘hearty:
laugh Iwhrch I was rejomed to hear, for At wasbchddzltlte_,'and
full of hnlant), satd it was,no doubt dearr .old Kit: come., back.at
Iqs.t’,, o TR N VTR R P g cREmITE W . ”

. “.Foolish Nell " satd the, old man, fondltng with her, hau.
¢ She always laughs at poor. Klt "

The child laughed again more heartlly than before, and I could
not help smllmcr from pure sympathy The llttle old man took up
a cand]e and went to open the door., When he came back, Klt
was at his heels. . s

Kit was a shock-headed shambling awLward lad, thh an un-
commonly wide mouth, very red cheeks, a turned-up nose, and cer-
“tainly the most comical expression of face 1 ever saw.—He stopped
short at the door, on seeing a stranger, twn'led %laﬁtnd a bers

l‘ectl) round old hat without any vestlge of agbrimy d, resting

1.

N

constanth stood m the door-wa), loong m
the most eatraordmary leer I ever beheld

' v
‘

“y Vh), then, i Way 'a
¢ Do yau find the ousee !
“Why, then, not;over and above easy, master,” said Kit,
“ Of course )ou‘ﬁhave,come back hungry.”

“ Why, then, *It«frh consxder m) self rather so,
answer. ‘
The lnd had & remarkablc way of standm«r sldeways ag

Te ch master,

[

master,”

not get at his voice: thhout that accompanymg actlon
he would have amused one.any where, Jbut the child sw
emoyment of his oddrty, and the rehef it was to find that there' A3

lauvhlng v1olently
- The old man .';

and meatand a mug of beer mtoncorner,
"disposing of them with great voracity.

) JOHN PODGBRS.
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likewise, he divided his txme pretty equall ynbe ween theet
creations, ulways falling asleep when he had done ea iDg1)

le

ways takihg unother turn atthe trencher when he'ha dﬁ#e"%ep“-
mg, by which means he grew more corpulent and TAoTe drowsv
every 'day of his life. ‘Indeed, it used to be currently reported
that wlhien he sauntered up and down the sunny side of the street
before dinner, (as he never failed to doin fair weather,) he enjoy-
ed his soundest nap ; but many people held this tolbe a fiction, ‘as as
-he had several times been seen to look ‘after fat " oxén ou market
days, and had even been heard by ‘persons of good credit and ‘To. re-
putation to chuckle- at ‘the sight, and say to® himself with ‘great.
glee,  Live beef, live beef!” It'was upon this evrdence that thic
wisest people in Windsor (béginning thh the local ‘atithorities of"
course) held that John Podgers was a min 10f strong sound' sefise—"
“not  whatis called smart, perhaps, and it Imght be'of a rather Jazy
“and apoplectic turn, but still a man of solid parts,“and one“who
meant much more than he cared to show,  This impression was’
confirmed by a very dlgmﬁed way he had of shaking his head, and
| imparting at the-same'time a pendulous motioni to his double chin;
in;short, he passed for one of those people who, bemg plunged into
the Thames, would make no vain effort to setit a fire, ‘but would’
straightway flop down to the bottom,mtb a deal of grayity, and-be
highly respected in consequence by all good men. .- .. ;

.. Being well to do.inithe world, and a peaceful widower—having
a.great appetite; which, as he could afford to gratify it, Wwas aJux-
ury. and no inconvenience, and.a-power of going to sleep, which,
as-he had no need to keep 'awake;was a most: enviableifaculty—
youwill. readily:suppose, that {John Podgers was- at happy map.
But appearances are often deceptive wlien- they leastzseem so,.and:
the truth.is, that notwithstanding +his- extreme.’shckness,xhe*was!
rendered -uneasy inhis mind and exceedingly uticomfortable, by a
¢onstant apprehension t that besetﬁhlm night and day, ap. ol

‘e n Lo [ 11_‘.‘ o RN |

-iEvery man- has some"-chain with's clog, only it'is llghter to’
onethan another, and’ he.that takesut up:has‘ 'more case than'- he?

st

4
returned Kit. 4

| when:swollen by thek

RHTET owing t0'the cordiall the sweetmeats,*the Crowd:an
xed‘room of thé last-nlght's "ballt
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. .THE RIVERS ASSHN AND SO ANY; INDIA.

v . The Asamtakee’lltsxlse.r\as'meuly as: poaslbl\e,‘!m ithe: centre of
the, valley, ot‘,the;Dhun,\andr meanders, i a‘w&sterlyldtrecuon *'ffor e
a drstancmof, nboutitwent.y-su“‘mdes 4.:»Fon thetlasteexgbtf or~ten
mrléSvofnts cqursé giteis a:ﬁne:bodyt ot'mater,aclear,ns orystnl -*hur- .
Ty mggalong m a successndnlof *rdpldsrand mces,dwtth’fmtervalshor x
from 100 .0,200 yards;of deeprandacompnrnt1vely,smoomwaterhut
joios ‘the Jamna, a-llttle below,RanGhat, mithe'Dhun* FE ,e*s-.. st
.3+The, Soany,.nses nearl)hm the’ snme.spot,:but-runs, hnrfthe oppo:
site dxreottou, alrnost due(east ,.assJomed.em.xtStcourseithrougo: the
valle) :byisevéral. streams,.some of, thoms very,large andt emptiesiit!
selfiinto tthe Ganges,,close towharral about ten., mdes above?Hurd:
war,, and‘ twent\' ceight f from dts source. 3 tOfrthezttwotstreams *.the
Soany is to be preferred there is a- muchdarger‘ ody of water,
and heavier; fish-are, found in ite., the-river,, altogether;-swould have
distracted soher Isaak. Wulton. + {The bed of the- Sonn)' is formed
of large stones,-throughout the whale of -its icvurse{-$0 Jarge; in
some parts of the. contre of'a- rapid, ias to obstruet, the rushing of
the stream, as it.roars and hurriesion)its .way, four or -five feet: 'deep,
| and causes the: water.either to roll inhuge waves, or ito leap into

*-‘i the air.in:a shower of, spray.. With all possible veneration. for, ho-

nest Isaak, the imagination’ cannot ‘picture " him‘rattling ~a]ong the‘
shore of, such a tumultuous river; with.a: twenty-ﬁ\'espound fish il
or scuddmg down one:of its rapids,iat the-rate: of' b tWelv’e\rmlles A
hour, obhged togive:the, mouster all. the liné i it vehiooses o takel
-stopping him bemgtout aof -the! questtouu (i Therei ig ,nothmg pe;we-
ssand-the surroundmg scenex‘yus tieTmost sas -
nble Impemous forests: stretch down;b i
water’s ¢dgey: thickly amatted : withicane: sd
or- reeds%enty* feet high; under-theishade' .
1d el¢phant'slumber aundisturbed. - - ‘Many
;stnrtl by the'roar. of the former, or the'
w,ﬁkhﬂ“ whipping tHe watersof this moun."
vhowever, there i 1s,‘on oneside or the other,’
J{\yé.or forty yards nbroad\hhvhlch iscovered with:
ns anlyg,l'so that a tiger cafiriot steal on the sports
L"Stlll,m is not,agreeabloﬂto have *fresh paddmgs,
s

| and-opens fresh cha ‘%forsttself 8o that it is 1mposs;ble to cnl-
culate whether the streamsmll run,-after'the tains, under the- nght/

2| or ]eft:bankt, and, consequently, allthe well-remembered* objéots:

| of the precedmg year; disappear. ' The arrowy raprd'*lbéll‘lw which"
Ibonw‘hooked a monster, is now a dry, stony: Heds llttermg dnthe
suns'bme and the huge uprooted trée, whose fgmntftruukf chécked '
the foaming stream, as it wheéled round’that corneg, c rejowmg
in‘its strength,” leaving a calm,’ dec.p,-pool*undbr fifs'Ice; ‘lias been
whirled by the flood & couple-of mdeﬂfarther'down, and left hngh
and dry on‘abank, in the centre of. the’shgggle.' *’There”xs this* ad
vantage, howe\er;‘i’hat at each successue seasdn,’the‘ angler en :
| jovs the charm ot‘mog tyf's fueh ‘as if- he Had never thrown"g fiy’ y
¢'the stream before._ S fj Aty obae et
[N S N 1T,
' QCHannm's*'BALLs.'-‘—Phrties amid'balls*given to* children;? aré'as
triple conspxracy against their innocence;: 'their:thealth; and “théir:
happiness; “Thus-by factitious amusements t'rob them-of-arrelishy!
for the simple joys, the unbought 'delights which i natarally" beldng
to their blooming seasons, lsthkeiblottmg out spring;from’the" year.:
While childhood presérves its naturalrsmphclty,everylnttle ehange »
is mterestmg—every gratification a'luxury. " *A.ridd‘ar” walliill.
be'a delightful recreation to-a'child:in'its-natural’state; bit’ ltrnll
be dull aud tasteless to a sophlstrcatcdlhttle Deing,. spox!ed by-these'
forced, -costly, and vapid amusements. .~ Alas{*thatswe should
throw away this first grand opportnmty of workmg!mto a procttcal
hablt, the moral ‘of thls lmportant truth that the ehlef source ot
‘human discontent is to be lookéd! for, riot in’ ‘our- ‘real ‘bat 'in-orir
factxtlous wants-—not in"the’ demands of. nature,‘bﬁt~1n the arttﬁcmlL
cravings "of desire.  To behold Lllliputlan“coqucttcs pro;ectmg
dresses, studying: colours, assortmg ‘ribands” and: feathcrs—-the' #
httle hearts beatmg with'’ hope ahout pnrtners,”and féars' “‘of twals.,' !
nnd to'see thetr fresh chceks pale at‘ten the* r'nidnightlrevel——thetr"
nchmg‘heads and unbraced nerves ”dnsguallfymg‘ 'the' httl'é’langu:ﬁ"
,bemgs for the next day’s task, wid: to Hear the” grade' eﬁ'élo it
A 'th HesE
or’ partj"""’all’thlsm'I say, : Sc"dtildl' -
reull) .bé ds Tidiculots] 1f 'ihie" hischief of the! tbiﬁ“g"dtdmot“thlie*oﬂlﬁ i
fromh the‘memment of'it, as~nny of’tHe ludiérousT PO
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