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PASTORAL LETTER

To nk Reap IN THE CHURCHES BY DIRRcmION
or T™HE Housk or Bisitors or Tir
Ciurct oF  LENGLAND,

IN CANADA.

T the Faithful in Christ Jesus, Members of the
Clurch of England in Cunada, G'reeting :

Your Chief Pastors hasten to make you pur-
takers of their joy in the Consolidation of our
(:hureh, now happily completed,

Ilitherto some of our Dioceses huve had the
opportunity of acting together in their Feclesi-
astical Provinees of Canada and Rupert's Land,
Others outside these two provinces have been

standing nlone, unable, by reason of their isola-
tion, to receive or to impart that additional
life and strength and energy which are found in
undon,

Consolidation:

Now, from East to Weat—from the Atlantic
to the Pacific—all are united in the General
Synod, which, through the good hand of our
(vod upon ue, has been constituted with the
hearty good will of all. Init, and through it
a1l our Dioceses are so bound together that they
can *take sweet counsel together” and speak
with one voice,

Some thirty years ago the Civil Provinces of

our country, so feeble in their isolution, were
consolidated under the one Government of tho
Dominion of Canada. The results of thal union
are familiar to us all. They foreshadow the
advantages which we muy look for from the
union of all our Dioceses under the General
Synod, .

The life and rights and powers of our Dioceses
will be just what they have been hitherto, ex-
cept that a deeper meuning and fresh energy
will be infused into them. For it is distinctly
luid down as a fandamental principle that,

“The General Synod shall not take away
from or interfere with, any rights, powers or
jurisdiction of any Diocesan Synsd within its
own territorial limits, as now held or exercised
by such Synod.”

Fundamental Principles.

Another fundamental principle is that the
(teneral Synod brings with it no change in the
existing system of Provincial Synods. The re-
tention or the abolition of the Provincial
Synods is left to each Province and the Dioceses
therein,

The first act of the Gieneral Synod was to set
forth the position of the Church of England in
Canada, in the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church; the foundations of her faith, her wor-
ship and her discipline, and her determination
to maintain and transmit the same unimpuired.
We repeat this solemn declaration to you to-
day, and desire you to storeit up in your hearts
and minds.

Solemn Declaration.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost, Amen.
We, the Bishops, together with the delegates

of the Clergy and Laity of the Church of ¥ng-
land, in the Dominion of Canada, now assembled
in tho first General Synmd, hereby make the
following solemn Declaration ;

We doclare this Church 1o be, and desivo that
it shall continue, in full communion with the
Church of England throughont the world as an
integral portion of the one body of Christ, com-
posed of churches, which, unitod under tho one
Divine Head, and in the tellowship of the one
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Chureh, hold the
one faith vevenled in Iloly Writ, and defined in
the Creeds ay muintained by the undivided
primitive Churchin the undisputed (Fenmenieal
Conneils ; receive the sume Canonieal Serip-
tures, of the Old and New Testnmonts, as con-
taining all things necessary to salvation ; teuch
the same word of God; partake of the sume
divinely ordained Sacraments, through the min-
istry of the saumu Ap stolic Orders, and worship
one Gl and Fuhber, throush the same Lord
Jesus Christ, by the same Holy and Divine
Spirit, who is given to them that believe Lo
guide them inwo all trath,  And wo are detor-
termined by the help of God to hold and muin-
tain the doctrine and Sacraments and discipline
of Christ as the Lord hath commuanded in 1lis
Ioly Word, and as the Chareh of Eugland hath
received and set forth in “ the Book of Common
“Prayer, and administration of the Sucraments
“and other rites and ceremonios of the Church,
“aceording to tho use of the Church of Ing-
“lund; together with the Psulter or Psalms of
“ David, pointed as thoy nre to be snid or sung
““in churches; and the form or manner of
“making or ordaining aada consecrating of
“ Bishops, Priests and Dencons ;™ and in the 39
articles of religion ; and to transmit the same
unimpaired Lo our posterity,

Definite Teaching.

The way to maintain and hand on the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God is to teach its truths
fully, definitely, clearly. All classes, educated
and uneducated alike, have suftored in the past,
and are suffering still, because there is 1 lack
of detiniteness, accuracy und depthin the teach-
ing afforded to them,

The lessons of the Catechism and the Prayer
Book'are not vague and misty. They are clear
und positive, like the fucts with which they are
concerned. Let all, both Clergy and Laity, sco
to it that these lessons are no mere sound of
words,

The History of the Church of Godin all its
dispensations, and especiull'y in the Cbristisn
era, ought to be familiar. The first planting,
the growth, and the continuity through the
conturies, of England’s branch of the Holy
Cutholic Church should be presented in frequent
lectures everywheore.

Religious Education.

Itis a great cneouragement to be assured
that there are indieations ot growing dissatisfuc-
tion in the community with the absonce of re-
ligious instruction from our public schools,

The General Synod hus put on record its
judgment that ** Religious teaching in our pub-
lic schools Is absolutely necessary in order to
fulfil the true purpose of education and to con-
serve the highest interests of the nation at
large.” Wo urge all who are willing to be

guided by us to use their influonce to hring the
educution and training of the young mto a truo
and close connection with the religion of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

Until this is effected, paronts, sponsors and
pastors should he uncensing and porsistont in
thoir offorts to teach the youngall that s Chris-
tinn ought to know and beliove to his soul's
health,

Sunday Schools, Bible Clusses, Liocturos and
Public Catochizing in our churches may he
made offoctive means of imparting roligious in-
struction. Nothing, however, enn be” accom-
plishod in any of those wauys, either by the Cler-
gy or their lay-holpers, without intelligent,
painstaking, systematic, and porsistont oflorts,

The peried of proparation for Confirmation is
of ineatimable value,  Tho sorions thoughts to
which our young people are opon, in snticipa-
tion of thoir Confirmation and admission to
Holy Communion, and their desire to learn
what their position and priviloges and dutios us
Christinns are, afford to their parents nnd cler-
gy nn opportunity which is singular in its nd-
vantugos,

Lnstruction, however, is not overything., The
training of mind, heart and soul, the formation
of sound religious habits, the cstablishment of
spiritual character in every ono of our young
peuple, these demand the combined uncensing
influonce of home lif¢ and schaol lifo, of purents,
pastors and tonchers, of kindly lessons and wor-
thy oxamplos,

It iv not right that any part of tho child's
life should bo weparate from roligion, its influ-
enco und its lessons,

We repout it, 8o long as thore continues in
the schools of our country the grievous sever-
ance of education from roligion, parents, pas-
tors and sponsors must put forth special offorts
in every way open to thom, wo thut their chil-
dven may be virtuously brought up to lead a
godly und a Christian life.

Candidates for Holy Orders,

Next to the religious training and instruction
of the young, is the seloction nud the education
of suitable men for the work of the ministry.,

Our universities and theological schools are
doing excellent work, notwithstunding the hin-
drances which besot thom, through inndequato
ondowments and insuflicient support.

One fact, however, which will ¢all forth at
once your sympuathy and your co-operation,
weighs heavily ou our hearts, Very fow of the
sons of our wealthier families offer thomselves
for the sacroed ministry, They nre drawn away
by the hright prospoects of wonlth and advanco-
ment afforded by Lho seculur onterprisos which
abound in our young and growing country.

But this is not all  They are ropelled from
tho highest and noblest vocution in lifo by the
unworthy views of the Christian ministry,
which are frequently exprossed in their hesring,
cvon in Christian homes. Some shrink from
the indignities to which not au few of our clergy
are subjected by reuson of their poverty, You
are ceriuinly able to help us in this maiter,

We call upon you, then, most earnestly and
affectionately to see to it that your children
never hear in your homes anything which can
lead them to think lightly or unworthily of the
culling of u mininter of Jesus Christ.



