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Calcutta,
A nmemnorial lias been presented ta

the Governient by the Hooghly Zer-
indars against the preaching of Mis-
sionaries at Melas, which is said ta
cause rioting arong the ignorant de-
votees assembled on such occasion.
On the other hand it is urged that the
object of the missionaries is peaceable,
and not to defy a turbulent multitude ;
and that many of the Melas, though
religious in their origin, bave of late
assumed a very different aspect. The
decision has been ta draw a line on
the Tarkessus mela ground beyond
which the missionaries will not be
allowed ta preach. The Zerindars
appealed ta the Government nlot as

pious Hindus but as guardians of the
peace, and mnay be connended for
their foresiglht, especialy after the out-
break at Benares and the threatenîed
disturbances at Calcutta.

g»-- M

Bombay.
'Flic baptism of a Mohaminedan,

Mirza Abdulla Beg, which took place
in the Bombay C. M. S. Mission on
August 14 th, has attracted sonie at-
tention. There was a large congre-
gation in St. Paul's Church on the
occasion, including several Rajahs
and alier notables, besides Euro-
peans and native Christians. Mr.
lieg lad becn an enquirer for a long
time, and had at first frequented the
Scotch Presbyterian Mission. He
vas a Moulvie, and is ver)' learied

in Arabic and lersian, and vas led
ta the step partly by the influence of
the Tamil Catechisi Matthew Aaron.
'l'le Mohammiedan 'Moburrum'so-
lenitics were at their hight, so that
it was a time vhen a public profession
of Christ ias especially courageous.

China.
A correspondent of the 'Spirit of

Misions,' wiriting in June from Shang-
liai, says: ' We are in a very disturb-
cd state, every day expecting to hear
that ive imust dismiss te girls. The
rioters seeni t be coming this way.
'J'le last placed they burned was
WuîIsuch, on the Grand Canal. A
large Roman Catholic mission ias
etirely destroyed. This persecution
seems ta be more against the Roman
Catholics than the Protestants, W'e
are iell guarded by Chinese soldiers
but if disturbance arise in 'Toochow,
two days journey hence by boat, we
shall be compelled ta send the orphans
away." Another writes : "'The great-
er part of mid China is full of disaf-
fection to the government and honey-
combed with secret societies, espe-
cially the provinces bordering on the
river Yang-tze. The chief centre of
the revolutionary movenent is Nan-
kin, and the abject is ta destroy the

Manchu dynasty. The method is
ta emnbroil the government with for-
eign powers, and to seize on the occa-
sion of a foreign war for a general
rising. ''he pr.esence of Tseng Kno
Chen as viceroy of Nankin checked
the rising for a time, but bis death
or removal has been followed by se-
rious outbreaks and attacks upon
foreign property.

The secret societies have aeen grow-
ing rapidlyand include many officials
of high rank. It is thought that the
style of dressing the hair in a cue «'ill
be abandoned w'hen the Manclhu
dynasty is overthrown.

The number of baptisms of adults
in the Hankow Mission of the Amer-
ican Church reached 379 in the year
ending in June ; and 100 more were
then under instruction. In the hos-
pital 6o cures of opium cases were
reported, besides the treatiment of
more than 300 ather patients. The
five Chinese Bible women had
brought sixty ta Baptism.

The Rev. A. H. Locke, Missionary
of the American Church at HLankrow
in China, reported recently the re-
narkable progress made la that Mis-
sion in the past year. 379 adult Clii-
nese have been baptized, among them
the first mandarin (actually holding
office) who has ever becn baptized
by a missionary of the Church : and
there are still oo catechimiens lpre-
paring for baptism : 189 converts
have been con firmed during the year".
Mr. Locke lias been assisted by 14

Chinese evangelists, iho liave bcen
trained under him, and 1a more are
undergoing instruction for the sane
iuork. Of thiese four have taken offi-
cia] degrees of the Chinese Uiiver-
sit>'. __________

Melanesia,
'Tlie Bishop of Melanesia lias re-

cently arrived in England. He was
a passenger froni Melbourne by the
" Ballasat" which sailed thence on
August 1. Bishop Thornton visited
him whilst at Port Melbourne. His
illness was traced to exposure and
fatigue during intrepid mflissionary
expeditions. 'Tlie disease iras mal-
arial sciatca with complications,
involving intense suffering and
weakness. For five months the
Bishop could not mnove ; and bis
emîaciation wvas extreie. At the
time of his arrival at Melbonrne the
pains had abated, but he could not
use lis lower linbs. Permanent
lameness was apprehended, and it
w'as said that his return ta the is-
lands was more than doubtful.
Sinice the death of Mr. Plant of
Florida, fresh clergy have been tir-
gently needed, as wrell as a replen-
ishment of the mission funds, to
which the Australian dioceses at
present only give a languid sup-
port. '

Central Africà.
Recent accounts from Central

Africa tel[ of fresh troubles from the
Magwangwara tribe. A caravan
from Mtarika's was attacked and
destroyed on the way to Newala.

Luke Lichraga, a Christian lad and
four of Mtarika's boys were on their
way to the Mission school, and had
not been heard of. The friendly
chief Matola had sent a party to
help if possible any who had escap-
ed, but only four refugees had reach-
cd New'ala. h'lle Magirangwara
had been making raids upon the
Meto territory, south of the Rov-
ina. The detention of goods at
Quiltimane w-as causing much in-
convenience ta the Missions on the
Lake Nyassa, and the delays were
prolonged througli the great increase
of Europeans, bath traders and in
the administrative service, in the
district.

South Africa.
'The question of Circumcision iwas

discussed at the Synod of S. John's,
Kaffraîia in June. Every year, it
was stated, soie Christiani lads pass
through a time of fiery trial, and
even those who pass through the
rite unharmed are subject ta taunts
and direct temptation till their mar-
nage. Soine of the nissionaries
think that the evil may be lessened
by delaying the rite as long as pas-
sible ; others would not attempt ta 

abolish the custoni, but advocate Wein' Noa Se.
careful supervision at the time and Windsor, Nova _______
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