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‘tw Bra in the Practice of Medicine.
Lectures detivered at the Egyptian Hall,
Picadilly, London, 1840,
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LECTURE I
Fattacies or tue Facovty,
{on—Phenomena of Health and Slecp—
Disease and its Type—Causes.

6??:;1‘::{“5" i—We daily hear of the march
Wany by + of the progress of perfection of
kep; p"c""c!‘ﬂ of science. Ilas Mepicine
fulley, s".e With the other arts of life—has it
.lnp,m‘el‘:" or excelled them in the rivalry of
Questiq,, ":““ Satisfactorily to solve "this
Sirfuce .y, e,;,“"ﬂt look a little deeper than the
na Wm.l‘ﬂ RUTH, as the ancients said, lies
are deep_; h‘“eﬂmng lherebﬂy that few people
Caee of ‘\il'gd"e,d enough to find it out. Iuthe

6d by (. v 'cilce, we mmnst neither be myati-

’ ’ﬂll‘mcg

‘éhcfiers..':,o asting assertions of disingenions |

the °“mlnm' suffer ourselves to be mislead by
Press—for | ‘:\lsrepresen‘lalllon of the medical
are noghyy, bsg publications for the most part
and, |ike lhge etler than mere organs of party,
illle g re h.“"Wﬂpapers of the day, do often
thay milit':u‘ o erush and cry down any truths
g co("ie: “X‘llmt the interest of the schaols
e Sy W.'".."Y are employed to serve. The
his pmreuin“.“' Knighton was at the head of
1 he was, moreover, physician

Fourth. Joining, as he did.
e("“ﬂdmn and sagacity to a com-

8ge, hiy s iedge of the medical seience of hi
late. ¥ ©Ribion of the & Y e

upncg‘"?es may b

It 14| H N

Periog '\l"‘yha;n'w"“ &iven in private, and at a
. d ceased 1o be_pecuuiarily

Y8 praciics. 1n ona of his pri-
Wit e i o, b s
18 somewhat strange

™ hag g . ny artsand o(:ieuce.«impmve-
Eressioy frx)ﬁ)ﬂlllce'l ! astep of regular pro-
19 buge with 1@ 57t i others, it has kept
Cciant \e‘ 'We; and we look back to an-
With awe, - h;we.fv‘!h wander not nnmixed
M-fureq tdicing saews to he one of those
!Mprovement hears no pro-

Portjon 1 it :i'ﬁ'q T

e, alp o nty. This §

i &:u‘ b nutomy has been betrer i
ria M 1ca snlarged, and Che-

tate of onr art in these

;

# Werth your knowing ; more’

mistry better understood.” Dr. James Gres
gory, a man accomplished in all the science
and literature of his time, was for many yeirs
the leading physician of Edinburgh: but he
nevertheless held his profession in contempt.
Ou vistingLondon.he had an epportunity ofbe-
ing introdaced to his equally celebrated coun-
? tryman and contemporary Baillia, Curious to
know Gregory's apinion of the man who then
swayed the medical sceptre of the meiropolis,
his {riends asked him what he thought of Bail
lie, * Baillie,” he replied, ** kuows nothin,
but physic;” in revenge for which Baille
afterwards witlily rejoined, ¢ Gregory knows,
erery thing but physic.” Buat what was Dy,
Buaillie’s own opinien of his profession afier
alt? [ do not now allude to hislanguage dur-
ing the many years he was in full practice;,
then, donbtless with the multitnde who throng-,
ed his dger, he really believed he knew &
great deal ; but .what did.he say wien he re-.
ured from practice, apd setlled at his country
geat in Gloucestershire 1 Then, without the
slightest hesitation, he declared he had uo faith

in Physic whatever! Genllemen, you muat
not frow this inagiue that the fortunate doctor
intended to say that the world all along had
been dreatiing when it believed Opium could
ptoduce sleep, Mercury salivate, and Rhinbarb
purge. No suchthing—he only confessed that
he know nothing of the manuner of setion of
these substances on the body, nor the principle.,
upon which they should be nsed. Now, what,

¢ would you think of a sailor who shonld express

£

himself in the same way, in regard to the rud-
der and conrpass, who should tell you that he
had ne faith in either instrnment as a guide 1o,
steer a vessal by 1 why, certainly that he knew -
nothing of the profession by whieh he. guined .
his living. And such really was Dr. Baillie's
case. The great bulk of mankind measura
the professional abilities of individnalssolely by
their degree of reputation—forgetling Snake.
apeare's remark, that a name is very ofien got
without merit, and lost withonta fanit, "Fhat
Buillie actually attained the eminence he did,
without any very great desert of his, what bet-
ter proof thau his own declaration ]—a decla.

{ ration which fully beara out whnt Johnson 1ells

us in his life of Akenside: “ A physician in s

groat city, seems 10 be the mere plaything of
¢ fortune; his degree of reputation is for the




