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POETRY.

ATRIL.
¢ Thou hast caused the doyspring to know its place.”

Capricious month of amiles and tears !
There's beauty in thy varicd reign;
Ymblem of Being’s hopes and feara—
Ita hours of joy, and days of pain.
A (also inconstant scene ia thine,
Changeful with light and shadow deep—
Qft-times thy clouds with pure sunshina
Arc painted—then in gloom they aleep.

Yetis there gladness in thy hours,
Freil courler of a brighter scene—
Thou (ragrant guide to buds and flowers,
To meadows (resh and pasturcs green :
Far as thy days grow few and brief,
The radiant looke of spring appear,
With ewelling glow, and opening leaf,
To deck the worning of the year.

Yea ! hongh thy lizht is quenched oft
With drifling showera of sorrowing rain—
Yet balmy airs and breezes soflt,
Are lingering vichly in thy train;
Aud for thy edilying gusta will come
The lay of the rejoiving bhird,
‘That tries his new and brightening plume—
*Mid the void sky’s recesses heard.

Apd goon the muny clouds that hang

Their solemn drapery o’cr thy sky;
WWill pass in shadowy folde awey—

Lo ! mark them now ! they break, they ly,
Aud over carth in onc broad swile

Looks forth the glarious eye of Dag--
VWhile hil§, and dale, and occan isle,

Are laughing in the breath of May.

Typo ol existence ! may’st thou he

The cmblem of the Christian’s race—
Through all whose trisls may we sec

The sunshine of undying grace ;
Tho calm and heaven-cukindled cye,

The (aith that mounts on ardent wing—
That looks beyond th? o’er-arching sky,

To Heaven’s undimmed and golden spring.

CHOICE EXTRACTS,.
*w'g;l;;;A;;;; ZEAL.

By few cirenmstances hae the cause of Christ been so
grievously ijured as by the remissnces and supincnces
of its professcd adhcrents. Instead of imitating the ar-
dent zeal and unccasing activity of the children of the
world, how apt are they, coldly and negligently, to de-
volve upon others dutics in which they ought to takea
dasp and lively interest. .

1t (cw tbings docs this spirit more culpably manifest
itself,than in their conduct towards those who are ap-
pointed to minister to them in holy things.

Should they be bicsecd with a faithful, devoted pas-
Lor, a man of faith, zcal, aud piety, who strives by eve-
ry means to warn transgressors of their guilt and dan-
ger, and (o rause & guilty and slumbering world from
its deep and fatal lethargy, before that swift and ever~
lastiug destruction come 3pon it,—ho boldly sounds
the alarm (rom the watchi-towers of Zion, thst they
sy be apprized of the approach of danger, and the
prescoce and stratagems of their spiritual adversaries,
and gird on tho armour of light; and fight the zood
Gght of faith, and lay hold on cternal life,~then how
incumbent is it upon them by cvery means Lo strength-
en the hands and cncourage the hearts of those who
curnestly long for their galvation, and sirive to pro-
mote the cause and kingdomn of God in the world,

e

~that, checred by their deep and lively sympathy,
and borne wp by their fervent and united =npplica-

upon the domains of the Prince of darkness.

Not only the membera of the congrezation, who
mny he associated with the paator in bearing spiritnal
rule over the people, and the managers ot other active
and influcntinl persons, who tmay assist thon in the
varions externnl or interns) officca of the honeehald
of Goil, hut alao the humblest inlividual, should corne
joyfully forward and esteem himself honoured in bring
permitted 10 further so great and glorious a eansc.
And should any people, as thers was one traitor to
the cause of God among the amall band of the Apna-
tlen, Yahor undes the heavy ealamity of havinz n core-
leas and faithlres pastor, who, nnmoved by abounding
iniquity, folds his hands in stupid apathy, and is like
those who are lying down and love to slumbier, while
dreary desolation and spiritual death reign all around,
—then how necersary it is that they should etrive 1o
aswaken such idle shepherds 10 ascnae of their duty,—
that they shouwbl ply thein with every argument, and
usc every neans which can be supposed Lo influence
the human mind, to arouse them 1o a deep sense of
their awful responsibility,—that the blood of souls
may not be required at their hande, and the doom of
the unfasthfu} scrvant who hid hia Lord's talent in
the corth may not come wpun Lhein,~ bt 1hat they
may he atirred up diligently to attend 1o their own
peraonal salvation, as well as (o atrive that Christ
tnay be formed in the hearts of their peaple the hope
of glory. Were profeasing Christians 1o nct in this
manner, what a powerful impulse would be given the
cause of Christ.  ‘The streams of 1eligion, we might
hope, would be inereascd ond purificd awong our-
sclvea, and the blcssing of heaven would flow out to
water other lands ; so that the wilderncss and the
solitary place would be glad, and the desert rejoice
sad blosscm as the rose.

————

PATIENCFE,

PATIENCE is defined hy Webster 1o be “the sufler-
ing of aMictions, pain, toil, calamity, provacation, or
other cvil, with a calin unrufled temper 3 endurance
without murmur or fretfulness.’””  Ard Dr. Clarke,
in his noic on 2 Pcer i. 6, defines it to bo *‘ bearing
all trials and difficulties with an cven mind ; enduring
in all, and perscvering throvgh all.”’—These defini-
tions arc ncarly the same in substance.

‘I'he Scriplures teach us Lo cxercisc patience. ““Jn
your paticnce, posscss yo your souls.” ¢ Iet pa-
ticnce have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanung nothing.”>  Other passages need
not be quoted. L.

And why should we not be patient ? Suffering is the
lot of mortals.. As long as we remain in the flesh we
shall be subjcet to trials and diflicultics. Impaticnce
will never free ua from them.  So far from impatience
tending to release us from our sufferings, or even
to alleviate them, it will greatly augment them—-
render us the more miserable.

The spostle James says, ¢ Behold, we count them
happy which cndarc;” but how is it with the man who
girves way 1o murmuriug aml fretfulness 7 He can-
not be otherwise than unhappy ; and soin proportion
as he is impaticnt.

They who profess 1 be the followers of our Tord
Jesus Christ should excreise patience, because, if this
they fail to do, they will weaken the confidence of
others in themselves, snd therebg, in no small degree,
curtail their usefulness. Scc that parent. In the
morning he prays with his fxmily, and gives them re-
ligious instruction, but during ihe day he manifcets
a spirit quite tho opposite of that which the Bible
teaches. Now, must not this man, by pursuing such
a course, greotly lesecallis influence for guod in his
family ! . .

Again. Do not some ministers of the gospel in-
jure their standing and uscfuincss, by showing such
s want of paticnee ¥ It is frequently said, in sube.
stance, that brother such an onc preaches a good ser-
mon, but then he has very little paticnce, or forbear-
ance, and will show his lemper akinost as soon any
body elsc. This ought not to be ; for, 1o sy the]
least, it will partislly destroy the elfcel of his preach-
ing. Letevery minister bear in mind the wordsof 5t

Paul to Timothy, ¢ Be thou an example of believers.”

tions, they make one successful inroad after anuther

e ecevant of the Lard et pat <teive 5 bt be eon-
the Yo Al men, npt Yo deach, pation,

Sut, how sholl we be ennbled 1o vxserjer patio e ¢
COur suflicieney ie of food 5 W hat thinge sor cop e
dedire when ye peny, heliees thar g pooocine 1
aml ye shall have thewn " Richmond (hyistian
rocale.,

N
DVING AICHL

The following lines from the ated States 171200ty
have the cloquenee of trath 1o rocommend the 1 -—
“CAuactive husinees man is a eoticnal wan, ared
blegaing 10 the comnaunity,  Fle keepa in arntifying
exercise the talenis which God haa 2iven him, whieh,
ol itsedf, is a bleasing Lo him,  He gives ompldoyment
tn ahe hand of industey, which is fug better than fiv-
ing alins Lo the unemployed.  Theee are the lrgitimate
aml irational cuds of active buginess purenita and
wealth-getting—the gratification of the active powers
and promotion of industry.  But the desire of grow-
inz rich merely 1o die pleh, is one of the saost foulish
intentions that ever entered the heaet of fonlish man.
Fxperience has fully and etaphatieatly 1anght the lee-
von, that inneh wealth Jeft 1o heirs is, cight timestont
of 1en, not a bleesing, bul a curse.  Iis expectation
beguiles and spoils all the manly powers—its possres
sion leals to misjmlzment, execss, and finally e xhanee
tion and ruin,  The time will yet eome, when men of
wealth will bo wise  enough to make a gradoal dis-
I"ulilion of the propeety while living—not prospeetive,
it operative—thereby have an eye (o the use which
is made of it, and participate in the freatest enjoymett
that wealth in rapable of giving, that of aering it
goold 1o others,  They will dismisa the foolish oapis-
ation of* dying rich,’ with theahnost certain refiection
that their heirs, sooner or later, will die poor.”’
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JiraveN LosT.—* What,”" says our Sarviour,
““ shall 2 man be profited if he gain the whole world,
and Jose his sou) ? T'is an inenleulable, an infinite
loss. As any onc, by the grace of fiud, may gain
heaven, what must bethe reflection of one who shall
luse his soul with this fact looking him in the face 1
[ knew ralvation was free—that throuzh the snffoe-
inga and intercessions of Christ 1 might have been
saved. ] gaincd the pleasures of an nnholy world—
but lost the pleasures of heaven. § nade fricnds
with the wicked, and was the cnemy of Ged, | had
offer of pardon, but T rejected life, and Chriat, and
heaven, 1 heard a Saviour's voice, but deafencd r;z
car thal T night hear no wore. O that those ca
might net perplex me here—1hat the slutnbers of eter-
nal night might hush them still-~that oblivien might
snateh the views | have had of a crucified Baviony
frotn this achinz heart ! But remembeance, imper-
ishalile and acute, atings'my guilty soul. fleaven is
lost. | might have been inheaven, but now heaven
is forever lost ! Can any tell what a man is profited,
ahould he possess the world and yet lozo heacen {
Was the curtain of the world of endleas wor ned
blackness removed, andall hell summoned to snarwer
the Saviour’s question, alicr stdetching their hornd
imaginations to the utmost, none could welt,

Man in great nshe ic wise 5 and knowlodor iy ra-
sential to wisdom ; and education furnishra the ro-
dimnents of knowledze and the principles of wivlom,

CONVERIATIONAL FOWERS.

FLUESCY in conversation must not be ascribed a9 a
test of talent.  Mcen of grnius and wisdom have often
been found deficient in ita graces. AdamSmith ever re-
taincd in company the embarrasssd monncrs of  stu-
dent. Ncithee Bulfun nor Ronssean earricd t!ale
eloquence into sccicty, The silence of the peet
Chaucer was held wore desirabile than his speech.
The eonversation of Gollamith did ot cvinee the
graee and tenderness that characterize his compos-
itions. Thomson was diffident aml nninteresting.,
Dante was taciturn, and all the brilliancy of Tasso
was in his pen. |Descartes scemed (ormed (or solitude.
Cosley was a quaint obscrved.  Hogarth and Smith
werce absent-minded, and the studious Thomas Parker
said that he was fit for no communion, save with the
dead.. Our own Hamilton, Franklin, and a host of
others, were deficient in that flyency which often
ascinates & promiscuous circle.




