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TRIBUNALS OF COMMERCE.
TÉBE' àuécess which has attended the

exigteñce ôf Tribunals of ComMerce on'the
Continent of Europe has occasioneddis-
cussio n s to the. dvisability ofi establishing
the rinciple, with needful modificationsin
the UJnited Kiigdoin. Manchester has led
fhé,way 'in the discussion, and the various
Chambers of Com erce throughout England
havéalso'aken it up-so far, we think, with
a ieäning in the direction of' adoption.
Thesé cóiitinientl iribunals supply a. more
apid and less costlystt]enient in matters

where commercial litigation is involved
thän is tbibe-had in the:ordinary courts:öf
lâw' '*hile their decisions are equally bind-
ing. -They are ý substantially the saine in
all the contries of Europe, though not
without many minor and even some im
portant points of difference. But in des-
cribing the composition and working of the
French system we virtually depict them all.
The. French Tribunal of Commerce, then,
is at the same time a Court of Justice
:tr trade disputes and also the Baikruptcy
Court. The same set of judges who pre-
Bide over commercial arbitrations are simul-
taneously the official and responsibl super-
visors of the syndics or liquidators of
b,àukrupt estates. This fact is. a
suggestive 0o1. There is a certain amiout
of logie in the principle that meichiît
j.udges of high moral standing and coiih:
mercial experience should be the 1 al,
comptrollers in Bankruptcy. . The Pâris
'Tribunal consists of the President, 15 judges,
22 assistant judges, the assessor and two
assistant assessors, a total of 41 active
officers, without. cointing the arbitiators

employed in technical cases, and the syndics
or liquidators and their assistants, m bank-
ruptcy affairs. In the provincial tiibuùiials
the number of judges variesfr'om 71t 10, bu
there are often more than one tribunal per
cunty The Seine Inférieure (Capital,
1ouen) has 10 courts with a total of 80
jpdges, assessors not inchided. Th' 86
departin ents or countieâ 'which com prise
France possess altogether 214 coxumercial
triials, or, on an ave'iage, not quite the i
per department. These courts require th
services of (tlie last officiál reurni âre fôi
1878) 1,074 judges (not including asseâsor)
or'néarly eight Eper.,tribunal. 227,112i com-
mercial casessweredisposed of in 1878 by
the -French consular judges, in .addition to
12,5191failures. We are not ablesto give the
proportion of arbitrations i, above .227,Q00
trials, but from figures' furnishedi:by. the
President of the 'Paris Tribunal, we. eau
state that no less'than 67,730 commercial
disputes were pronounced on by the
Parisian Court in 1881, and of these 4,021

ee•e änciliatèd by arbitration, ând' 4,296
ithdrawn fithoht judicial inteiention.

nu rieéhant, diiëcto ofa coxnpàuy, moûL
ey-changer, captain 'of coastingor high-sea
vessel 'r re ti rd iereliant having attnd1d
i osai y for -ive yéa, iy .

elected assistant-judge' Júd sniestib
fore attaiiiiig full'rank sèrvefortwo'years

as assistant-judgesthus gaining the neces- for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1881,
sary.experience and familiarity with rou. $185,229,912,30; and the receipts for the
tine; presidents of tribunals can only be! first four months of the :present fiscal year
elected byits judgesfrom their ,own .bqdy., have been $50,876,970.11, being $7,061,-
IEvery president must thus have had at 722.85 in excess of the receipts for the cor-
least ,three year.s' experience in his o n responding months of the last fiscal year."
courtbefo.re qualifying fqr the chair. The If this increase should be maintained during
!vacancies:for assistant-judges are, filled up the remaining eight months of the fiscal
annually, by.acommittge consisting of the year the receipts for 1882 will be fully
FPresidentof the-Tribunalof Commerce and, $157,0.00,000. Finally the President, iii hie
one judge; the President of -the Chamber message, called the special.atteition of Con-
of Commerce and.one ofitsimembers.;,three gress to the fact that the revenue during
G;eneral Councillors, the President -of the the coming year would probably reach
Conseil des Prudhommnes nd the Mayor. j$400,000,000, while the estimated expendi-
ýThis, according to the law of 1872, is sup tures would be only $270,000,000. The
posed to be, and probably is, as ;representa- restof the civilized -worldstands fairly am-
tive a committee asit:is possible f.o devise 'azedat this wonderful recuperation, accom-
,for suffrage at second degree. This.Com- pasiied as it ià by an. ever-augmenting stream
,mittee prepares a list of "merchants dis- of general prosperity. Whether it is the

inguished by their probity, spirit of order part ofwisdom thus heavily to burden 'the
Îand economy, and their recognised caps preseut generation is a matter of grave
ýcity," selected from the whole body of doubt. It is, however, an affair .sôlely dom-
licensed traders of ihe districtof the Court, ,estic. ·The prbblem will, nevertheless, al-
which must not contain lees than 50 names, ready force itself forward as to:the manner
or over 1,000, except in Paris, where the in which the United States Treasurywill
maximum is limited to 3,000. The electors pontriye to deplete itself after the national
Bo nominated in their turn elect the assis- debt shall have been fully paid and while
tant-judges for the year. The ordinary continuing to enjoy a revenue likely rather
course pursued before French Tribunals is to increase than to diminish.
t send cases; in the first instance, privately OUR IRON ORE EXPORTS.

ýto the assistant-judges, who employ ever E hear very litt'e i Dominion papers
effort to settle the ,contests by persuasion,

>,'of our export trade in iron ores, but if the
or by endeavoring to "divide the differ- e
,oe u statistics before us are true its progress isee.» Sue .is a.brief outline of the com- .rgesi

e sunply astonishing. The authority is aIposition, working and labors of these bodies,
nd th p r f the· di n o most-reliable one, namely, the New York
af the proposition to introducesin the Bulletin, and according to it this branch ofof he ropsiton o i oucethe thretrade,.since the policy of protection wascannot fail to be watched with great inter

est by the commercial and trading portion maugurated here, has increased more than

of the tomutad p fourteenfold! The paper iu question asserts
o cmuthroughut Canada. itself to be officialli advised that in the four

THE U. S. NATIONAL DEBT-ONE ears ended June 80, 1881, Canada sent to
HIALF WIPED OFF! cthe United States 79,338 gross tons of ironT HE latest official returns show that a

approaching one harf of the. toe, the shipments for the respective yearssmara chin oneaffte total in- .eie er
Iterest-bearing national debt of the United beig as follows: 1878, 3,020 tons; 1879,
States has been already wiped off! At the 2,699 tons; 1880, 30,176 tons; 1881, 43,443
close of the war in,1864 it stood at $2,381- tons. The year ended June 30, 1882, wvill
00,o0e theshow a large imcrease. This ore compètes000,000-lu the middle. of 1882 it is reduý*ced

4 0 It is furthe with the best Lake-Supeior ore, bemg ofto 1, ,,00,00. is urterestunated K
that by the close of the year within a little excellent quality. A despatch from mg-
of one half will have disappeared. Twenty s sys:-" There are tremendous heaps
years; ago the Federal Government was "'of irou ore on the Market Esplanade.
b oy "Every day 20' ca loads of itare dehivered.
!egging mo.ne.yý,anywhere and at any..cost

-to-day it is contemplating placing a, oan Vessels carryig it to the other side have
of $0at two per cent., and, s all they can do to keep it from accumu-if$200,000,000a w Pecntad say
its financiers, -with every probability of suc- -atmg.

cess. That the debt sit-àtiOn may be pro- THE GREAT COLONISATION SCEME.
perly understood it should 'be borne, in THE great colonisationprojectwith.which
mind that on the lst of June the U. S.nas the name. of the Duke of MANCHESTER> is
tionàl Treasury contained *141,000,000 as generally associated--in its dimensions thé
"cashbalance available,"and for which, as 'very Jumbo of schemes-is said to have
the current'reveuue much-more thanpays already attained thercertainty of success.
current, expenses, .ther:e was therefore ]no The whole of the original amount of $15,-
demand. Besides this, there have been 000,OQO, excepting, $1,500,000, lhas been
paid off during the elevenjmonths ending taken up in Canada. and England, The
June« 1?139,000,0.00 of 'the public debt; Canadian application was for, $9,500,000;
Fuither, the . Commissioner ofý Internai while, the allotiment to the English capital-

Revenue reported: ati the opening, of Con ists was placed ati $4,000,000. Thisc has
gres.' that " the receipts>ofinternalreyenue alreadyS bee secured by Englis. public

. fortthe>fiscaklyear 1879, were *#11M3,49,621. conipaniesleaving only 1 O$1;500,0 ow in
'38;:for the fiscaliyear.1880,*128,9,81,916.10; the haude of the. Land. Company to be

.,
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