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Armmt af xbc Art.t, {9":.”'

ful, prcfpe& A ‘naked brown country !

during great part- of the year. -

1€ ;1 could

chufe my party, 1 believe I thould: like bet: -
ter to.exiitine thefe’ wild -and’ romantic -

‘mountains.than tliofe Half-peopled plains:

All their mountains are full of. lmcrcﬂmg"'
ohjedls, and of fublime and " beautiful -

feenes ; but- they-are {ew—and d:(hnt from =

‘each other. =™
~ Ido not find much that is worth copy-
ing and conndcrmg from the memoranda of

feveral journies through the now naked.

plains of Old Caftile ‘and Lcon ; where -

there is, indeed, fo little 1o be feen, be.
fides fome fcamred flocks of thcep, afid a
few clay towns and vxlhzcﬂ very thmly

fcattered, full of dirt, poVerty and ruins, .

appearms as if lately burnt down : Scarce
a‘trec, or any.thing gieen, to be féen du-
Ting moft of the year; -often in want of
water, of timber, and of every thing com-

fortable ; only ftraw for fuel, beds, fcau, .

%c. In fome of the woo) towns, i eo
where the wool is waflied, we faw “fome
houfes with a few glats mndows, as dve-
ry rare fight.

We found that thofe hrge flocks of -

theep belong moftly to a few great pro.
pr:e(ors chiefly nobility, who live in Ma-
drid, while their wretched and negleéted
country feems given up to wafte, or to
thofe few fcattersd flocks, and ragged fo-
litary fhepherds : But their management
of wool and fheep, Spain has retained per-
lﬂpt better than any other art ; and inits
prefent ftate, is probably ohe of the fitteft
for producmg wooly and if it muft 'want

water, there is.much of it that can hardly

be turned to any other ufe: + for which
reafon | think it is not'the country fittelt
for warking up the wool, rior for many

".other opérations that require great popu-

lation and induitry. The producing and

~the working up of materials, are not ne-’

seffary, nay are often lncompanblc, inthe
fame country ¢ A counuy of fhepherds
cannot be full of mahufallures : Some

countiies we find fit for onc thing, and’

- fome for another ; fome vo produce mate-
‘tials, others to fabricate them :
each mation” would be-wife: eniough to kecp

. toits own natural faple, it would doubt-

And if.

lefs be much beiter for the world at large, .

" “Yet they might, and wonld probably have

fome manufa&orics In. theirtowns here,

“if their goveriment had any wildom or
goodnefs to refrain from taXing them, and
to-give {utticient {ecunty, hbcrty, tolerati-

“ont
government;’ :md creatc a. néw one,

- the prefent feate of Spain, ] hope you bé-

Cogin o form fome \general 1dcas, which I
“think’ are fuﬁvlcnt, and alwayl the beft,

‘.‘.to bcgm thh A «eneral nouon of ite-

Or rather if thcy \vere to abolidh this .
COf.

_counts of which fee Poritz),.
‘country generally begins to bé more vari-

| of' Spains

atural lunory you may acquure from_ '
Bo'wlﬂ, and -our“good friend D’ “Ip n"'Afa, L
may thew you his fubterraneous or '
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-ralognc map’of it, - Thefe extcnﬁve plams.

confift “of “othér lefler ones, of dl!ferent-';*
hcnghn or levels, ﬁnkmg fuddenly by’ feep

_precipices,” where- two or ‘thrée different
-ferata appear, of feveral yards: thickinefs

each, all" horizontal “the’ sipper Nrarum
vnﬁbly fotms the furroundmg mointaing,
though at a great. diftance?” ‘Such ‘is the
fake, and' .I' think, ‘a tolerable fhort des’ -
fcnpuon of th|S. and of fcvcul other grcat

plains in the world.

~Their chief towns llc among the: ﬂurtl

of the diffcrent mouritaing that’ almoft fur. S

round this great plam, is Segovla, Valll-
dolid; Burgos,” Leon, Anorga, (for ac.
Therc, the

ed, more mtcfpcrfed ‘with vnllages and cul-
twanon, and’ we ‘can-fee that'it has fors
merly Been Rill more fo ;- réins of villiges, -
caftles, and - culnvmon, may be yet tras
ced ; afid in thofe cities; fome melancho:
ly remains of anglent magmﬁcence fill
appear through their prefent ruins, fith

| and poverty.. Burgos I.think one of the

moft interefting of thefe! towns 3 lt w“

Some ftreets, -confilting -of old ‘palaces’ ol’
former - nobility, appeared. to be fcarcely -
habitablé, but we were told that’ they are.
fill occupied by geateel families poor
gentfy, of which -this country has' @ill
fome remains,’ too proud and’ too lazy to
work.

. There is fcnrcely any thmg in tolerable
order in Spaip’but their’ehurches 1" The .

old cathedral Tefe is-one ‘of lhe:r inefl ‘
rhough ‘the’ pans are..
of very different and capncxous ftyles* qf /o

Gotliic ftruures,

archice@ute 5 the whole is ‘noble without
being heavy : But il¢ Greek and the Go=
thic ‘Hiever join well, in my oplmon,though .
‘the moderns are alwavs attempting ity ag - -
here, and 1 think’ ‘Rill without’ fuccefs.
They tellus, this place is mucli lmproved
fince,the wool duties began to bé colle@2
ed in 1: -and the export turned to St Ans
der ;
decd before that penod. . A

- Leon may have been, and mngh! _caﬁly
again be made a very. fine ¢ity + fitiated
on fome’ fmall rivers; - as they” lﬂ'uc,from
the ' mountains o' the north-of

.which forni~a noble" back ground,’ wnh .
much fine coumry and-good foxl all around*

Hére is a charming” convent *of, abbex, ‘
po('f-lTed by the prnef:s of” st jago B

Pontz will foon g:vc us largc accoum
all lhcfe R .
I They havc, howevcr, m thefe dry brown .
pl:un: of Camle, fomeumcs tolerable cropa L
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it muft then have’ been wrctched m- o



