Elmina 5 or, the Nefber-fading Flower.

of a pacific temper, and with the appear-
ance of a gentleman, yet hé was liable to
the infults of the rude.  The hoftler at the
Virgin’s-inn, where he refided, having
given him difguft, he took one of the
kitchen.fpits from the mandle. piece, and

bent it round his neck like a hankerehief ;

but as he did not chufe to tuck the end in
the hoftler’s bofom, the cumbrous orna-
ment excited the laugh of the company,
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.till he condefcended to untie his iron era. -
vat, Had he'not abounded with good-
nature, the men might have been in fear
for the fafety of their perfons, and the wo-
men_for that of their pewter. fhelves, as
he could inflantly roll up both. Onpe blow
with his it would for ever have filenced
thofe heroes, of, the bear-garden, Johnfon

and Mendoza, . .

-
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ELMINA; or, Tllle NEVER-FADII‘{G FLOWER. A TALE.'

The following beautiful Tale, trarflated from the French,
the Princefs Wiltelmina, eldeff Duughter of

was written for the Infruttion o

the Reigning Duke of Courland,” The Autbor °

is M. Mafion de Blamone, an O_ﬂifcr in the Ruffian Service, and Brother to the Ga{uémeﬁ

of this accomplifped Princefs. -

N a remote country, and at a very re-
mote period, lived a young princefs,
named Elmina. She was very beauiiful
and lovely,
" con{tant- companion of youth and inno-
cence; but; alas ! innocence and beauty

too often vanifh with. infancy, if great™

care be not-taken to form the heart to the
carly lave of virtue.” 'The young princefs’
was an orphan ; but a benevolent fairy,
- whole name was' Lindorina, undertook
the care of her edacation.

the loved heras a friend, and adored her
. ‘as her mother. . ' Lor T
- ‘The princefs, onc day, obtained per.
.- miffion to go and play with hér compani-

ons in a neighbouring meadow : -and foon
- the fprightly group were {porting along the
. meandering . brook, - purfuing the gaudy

' ‘butterfliesy”or placking their favourite

-flowers, - ‘

“". "When they ‘had gathered a fufficient
- ‘quantity, theyrepaired to a thady tree, -to.
“make chaplets and tipfegays.  Doring this
- -pleafing employment, fome were engaged

- in converfation, and others in relating {to-

‘ries, - Girls, itis well known, are fand of ~

chit-chat ; for they retain_ whatever they
hear. | Elmina, not fo inquifitive and ral-
kative as the reRR, fung while afforting her

- flowers. - Her young friends,- delighted ta

Yiiten'eo. her enchanting notes, were in-
fiantly -filent, And® this:was . her fong,
“which the-fairy; I think, taught her;

i : o o i .
Sweet pictures of youth and.of fpring, - -

- “Yeflow'rs of the meadows. fo gay, -
- What pity the beautiés I.fing, . - - -
- Sofieeting ! fo foon fhould decay.

: Thegrecn t‘ilf\téd‘..bé'r-ﬁ‘ci,' in'-t_}‘u;"morn::-., <
- (1ts fragrance diffufing around} " .

Lovelinefs, indeed, is the -

Elmina hadno
idea’ that her governefs was a fairy; but

Did a fweet humble vi'let adorn '
“"ln the evening—it could not be found,

In the morn, faid a nymph to the rofe,
“1 will pluck thee, gayflow'ret, at
. noon iy . ;
She comes ; but no longer it glows
It faded~and faded fo foon. S

There’s a Rower that-never can fade,
Immortal its hues and its fweets <

"How.happy, who finds it, the maid !
But it blooms not in thefe green re

. o

It is not the vi’let or rofe, S
Nor doth it the gardens adorn 5. .

*Tis alone.in the heart that it grows,
‘And permanent ever its morn,

\

Would you ever your beauties retain, -

And rule in cur bofom's, fweet maid?
This flower.then tend not.in vain: '~ [~
It neveryah ! never, will fade..

- Elmina ceafed. All" the chaplets were

ready, and her companions rofe. ¢ What
fhall we do ?* faid they 3. ¢ The chaplets:’,

- are quite ready : Jet us play at ¢ The beau- -
-ty of the circle.”  This was a diverfioh of.-

which the girls in that country weré very
fond, They, felefted one.of the moft beau-.

. titul among them :they ‘dreffed . herfor -

the occalion, and cii.wned hef with flowers,
They-then. danced,. and fung round-. her,
But it was-here a véry delicate affair {and’

- what 1 fhould: have.underzaken with re. -

lu@ance) to decide which was the pretti.

. eft’'among a-group- of . young ladies. In.
 déed, this was a point'in Wwhich thej them. -
- felves, were - not - agreed. - -The:‘majority:

would have. crowned Elmina ; but, her
5 4 e modefty -



