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ON THE'RISE AND PROGRESS OF
sl AGRICULTURE. .

: [Frcn -Prefident 'Gegue's Origin &f “Laws,

Pl 1. . 36. &) _
¥ YUSBANDRY, orthe culureafgrain,

"« X1 ivan ak-fo t0iifpinic, tedious and

mdre beautilul and excellent than- they

complicated, and requires fuch great at.
tention and fuch various knowledge, that
itis no woundcr it was fo long unknown .

* ¢o the greateft part of mankind,  Jtisdif.

ficult to "conceive how  men' attained. at

““ArR the knowledge "of ‘corn and other

grains which aie cultivated. We do not
{ce av'prefent any wheat, rye, barley, oats,
or .rice, growing fpontancouflly- on cur

" commons. " Are we to fuppcle then, that

certain Kinds of herbage, which grow in

* all countries, inciude in them the cffunce

‘and principles of al) the kinds of grain.
Which make.our principalfcod at-prefent:?
Shallwe fay, that culture makes them un. .
fold their latent qualities, bripgs them to
perfeldidy and at Jan, by iciterated cof.
forts, raifes them to wheat, rye, barley,
oati ! &:.  Experience indeed has taughe -
us, that culture renders fome fruits much

v -

naturally grow ; nay brings them to o |
great perfe@ion thav they will hardly be-
taken for the fame fpecies, But'itis in.

grafting makes_this great change in the -

_-mature of fruits’; _and this is 2n operation

-cannot be performed on grofis:
fimple cultivation, it is a grear. miftake to
imagine, that’it can ever.change the fun. |

As 10

-“damental. effence and  fpecies of grains.

¢

-~Some authors, it is true, have formerly

advanced this;2 but the conrary is ag -
prefent vniverfally known and acknowe.
ledged.b  Grains were' created juch as
they are at .prefent. The arcicnts cven

- tell us of fome countries where corn grew

. places ar this day.d

%‘,'¥i7d~L gf carkot; bifi-de ls

*fpontaneauily.c

the deluge did . not deftroy entirely.
_feripturss tell us that Noah underficod

418, fedts zo,
b
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And that we_know nect
any vlimate at prefe it that produces wild
Wheat, rye, barley, or.of oats itfelf, is pro.
bably owing to want of diligent inquiry,
Nay, if.we may belicve fome moder n re.
Yations, thefe graini grow naturally in fome .

- - Agriculiure is ane of - thiofe arts which
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- Known in that country, -We fee that AZ-

" of Fo-hil

and praftifed it; € and itis higbly probably
he would inttru@ -his porrerfiy -in the

knowlcdge-of it.. - The knowledge of ligl.- °
bandry among the ‘Babyloniine was anej.

1 .ntas their hittoryf  We cannot doube

the gicat antiquity of this art in cthefe
countries, Motcs tells us that Nimrod .
and Affur built feveral cities s It ls impefs

Gible (0 imagine how they euld do this, . .
without the affiflonceal agriculiure. ‘The -
Phacnician traditicns, fupported by ferip.
turey 1épfefented hutbandry 33 known 3. .
mong them in the remote® agen.s Inis
taid shat ifaac, when he dweltin Falefs -
tine. fowtd and reaped an hundred.fold.d .
Ibe | pyptians gave the lanour of this

difcovery to s, and her hutband Ofris.l
buandry muit have been very early

brahim in a tiine of famine reiired into
teypt.k  Jaceb fent his. fons thitker w0
buy.corn in the like circemitapces. The |
Chinefc may difpute with any of thefe nav "
tions, the antiquity of their séquaintance’;’
with- this are, fer they greterd to have !
learned it from Chin-nong, the fucccifor
However this may be, i was
fiom thefe corntiics, ro doult, and fome
othera, that the art of cultivsting grain
was breught in precefs of time into other.
chimates.  ‘T'he Gresks, for txample, (i -
theyleaincd agriculture from the Egypiiz’
3 Tlhe Romans belicved this art hsd 2
been brought inio lialy from Africs and’
Greeced . - : e
e fufi hufbandmen tilled 1he greund ;

by mete flrengh of arm ;_their tooldwere..

»,,

extremely clunify and imperfed,s” Such
was the flateof “the Peruviars 3¢ the difs
covery of that coumiry, 11 y had ne
ploughs, nor beafts of byleen. ' bioy
turned the'foil with 3 kind &7 thove! ; snd
when it was properly prepared; droptihe |
fecdinto fittic holes madc with the crd of .
a flick.? ‘I here are’a grest many nations
even at thivday whoknt w no hetier me- -
thod.2. Vb favagrd of New. France nilf
thzic grovnd wit)l s wooden inflrument,’
not unlike ~glxc/l‘c.c of our_vine dreiers.y
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