THE MAKERS OF T/E DOMINION OF CANADA.

might, in case of con-
tinued French successes

in America, become
open and dangerous
foes. But while there

are writers who defend
this sad incident of Am-
erican history on the
ground of stern national
necessity at a critical
period in the affairs of
this continent, all hu-
manity that listens to
the dictates of the heart
and tender feeling will
always deplore the exile
of those hapless peo-
ple. One would fain be-
lieve that other mea-
sures, less cruel in their
consequences, could
have been devised and
successfully consumma-
ted to bring the contu-
macious Acadians to
their senses and make
them eventually loyal
British subjects. But
while we pity these ex-
iles and condemn the
sternness of the resolve
thatdrove them fromthe
lands which they had til-

309

led with so much indus-
try, itiswelltoremember
thatinthe conflictsof old
times between the French and English
Colonies humane counsels too rarely
dominated, and the annals of /la pefite
guerre, which constantly devastated
parts of New England, are full of the
stories of murdered men, women and
children. EvenFrontenac,brave soldier
and statesman, was ready to carry out a
bold plan by which all the British and
Dutch people in what is now New
York State would be forcibly driven
from their homes and their places
taken by the French. It was left for
Englishmen in a later century to carry
out a cruel scheme first suggested by
the ablest Governor of the French re-
gime. I do not, however, mention
this historical fact as any extenuatiug
circumstance for the expulsion of the
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unhappy farmers of Acadia, but simply
to show how in times of war men of
the highest character are deaf to all
dictates of humanity.

Previous to the expulsion of the
Acadians from their happy homes on
the meadows of Grand Pré and Minas,
England had sustained a severe defeat
in the valley of the Ohio, which created
much alarm throughout the English
colonies, and probably had some influ-
ence on the fortunes of this unhappy
people. France had formally taken
possession of the Ohio country,and es-
tablished forts in 1753 on French
Creek, at its junction with the Alleg-
hany and at the forks of the Ohio.
Both De La Galissoniére and Duquesne,
when governors, immediately recog-



