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THE GOOD PHYSICIAN. i

i
BY DR. OLIVER WENDILL HOLMES,

'
!
!

From. ¢ Centerinsal Anntversury Poem '’ read
before Massachusetts Medical Society, June 8.

jlow hlest is ho who Xnowa no mesner strife
Thuu art's long battle with the foed of life 1
No doubt assulls him, duing stil! his best,
Aund trosting kindly nature forthe rest ;
No mocking cuuscleoce taars the thin disgulius
That wraps bis hreast, and tells bim that he lies,
He nomes : the languild sufTerer tifts i hend
And siniles B weloome frow bis weary bed t
Hespeaks: what musio like the tonues thae tell
** Past s the hour of danger —all is well 1"
How can he fonl the patty stiogs of grief
Whureahneting pressacoalways bringa rnlief t
Whnt 0,21y drentos ean trouble his rapose
Who yislda himaell to so0the nnother's woed 1

Hour after hour the busy day has foand
‘T'he guod physiciau on his lonely rount ;
Mansion and hovel, low and loft o doar,
He knvwa, hia journeys overy path exploraw—
Whaera the oold blast us struck with deidly okl
The sturdy dwellor un e storm-aw=pt hitl,
Whers by the staginnt marah the sickening wals
Hax blanched the poisoned tenunta of the vale,
Whete crushed nud maimed the blending viet mlivs,
Whaere madnens raves, whate melituchaly aighs,
And where the solemn swhisper tells too pluiu
That all his uclonce, all bis ket wore viin,

How street hia firealdo when the dny {5 dane,
And cares have vaussheml with the setting sunt
Evenlny ot inat {ta bang of reapite hrings,
And on hisconel hin wonry leng'h he dinge
Soft he thy piliow, servant of gumhimg,
f.ulted by au apinte art gould never find ;
Sweot be thy slombar—thou hast varned it weil—
Pleasant thy dreams | Claoy! goes thwmiitught hell

Darkness anid stormn | "be home {s far awny
That waits hia cumiing ern the break of day
‘I'be snow.clad pines their wintry plumngs toss—
Douttful the trozen atrante his road intist cross
Dieap lie the drifta the slantad heaps hava alut
The hardy woodman in s mounta nnit-.
Why stiould thy safter frame tha teuipast beava
Hast thon ro life, m) heaith, tu Juss or save ?
Louk ! read t o suswar in bis prtiett’s «) vu
For bl no othar voics wheg sulfering rries
Dent 10 the gate that uil nreand him Llowe,

A feeble whisper catis hin—und he gies.

Qr asek the crow.ded oity — suminar's hsut
(Ginres burning, blimding, in the narrow street,
K11, no aome. deadiy, sicepathe euvarvmead air,
Uunstirred the vellow tag that says ™ Bewnrs !
Tewmpt ot thy fale—one littie moment’s bresth
Baars on ita viewlese wing the gesds of death
Thou at whose door the ilided chnriots stand,
Whose dear-ought akill suclaaps the tiiser'a hand,
Tura from thy fatal qaeat, Hioe cust awany :
That lif= a0 precious | lel g wmeanasr prey
Fand the dentroyer's bunger . tise to hicas
Thone bappier huwned thnt need thy enre no faks !

Suwsiilug Le listens . has be then & charm
Whase tnagic virtaes pertl can disnrm #
Nu safeguard hin, b mwniet he wenrs,
Too well he hpows thal unture never spares
Her traest sorvans, powerlesn ta dufrud
trom bher owp weagons ber gnshougkiog friend.
He dares 1ha fute the hraves! weli migh! shup,
Nuraskereward sava only Heaven's ** Wall done ('

Runh are the tutle, the perils that he knows,
Days with ot rest and mgbts without rej. se,
Yot ail anhiesded for the jhve be boars
tiis mrt, bis kind, whean avery grief be shares.

BRITISH BEAYONETS.

It was onee aur boast that Hritish infantey
was the finest 1 the world, A« the enconum
came from a chivierias enemy whom we had |
worsted, it wis suved from the ympatation of ¢
Betng an etfepvescrner of natianal self-coneeit.
Jut the epithets applind togr by aur own writers
and eritivs were sdso invariahlval o ecompliment.
ary eliavacters Tt was " supert ™ dncits stublorn
1 taxtenishimg T ste ensbanghit ; invin-
cible, hndowatabb, even against colossal odde,
asd upan e nost fose v cuntiated fields, Thepe
was, perhaps, bt little of it bt what thers way |
waur of the hest. This, the cousalation of pros-
sibie foes, was alaa the complacent spology of
oflicialy seeking to explein away the numerical ;
seantiness ot our militayy forees,  The army, as |
ot old, was ready to go suywhere, and do any- |
thing,  The army - espretally  the anfantey
wouhd be pnvariabiy trae to its traditions, how.
ever sorely it mighe be tried. 18 this so stilt ?

velifaye |

In the  one short ecanspaign waged by
Hritish against white treaps sinee the Crim.
ean  war,  the  Jormer eanaot be o said

to have  aequitted  themselves well, They
have at times shown that they were ready to go
anywhere rxeept to the front, and to do anything
except tiold thetr own. To blink the fact is to
coutinge in a fool’s narndise, and to court re.
newed, perhaps irretrievable, disaster. It would
be wiser to examine inte the canses of this de-
cadence, and, il povible, apply a remedy while
there 15 yet time,

The explanation is really not far to soek. 1t
s to e found, firet, in the chunged condition
of modern wartare, by which many of the hest
aml moat tnoe-henoured qualities of the Bri.
tish  sobdier have been partially neutralisal,
The *“ thin red fines ™ cannot stand fitn and
mushaken when searched from end to end by
destructive Jong-range artillery, or harrassed by
unerring vitlemen givime cvery bullet its billet
of denth.  Nor van British bayonets wvail or
achieve much against this same merciless fire.
They cannot bridge any open space, or go up to
an attack, without risking decimation,  Steel ix
seldom  crossed  now.addays:  troops  seareely
ever fight hand to hand. If there was evern
time when the British foot soldier should posaess
the highest pluek and the fineat physique, it is
now, Yet it i« at this time that he has heen
suflered to degenerate and fall away  Reckloss
theorists, sacrificing everything in pursuit of a
will-o"-the-wiap, are sulfered to introdnes a sys.

! Eroperly trained.

Cmate,

" the  ill-fated
¢ against the practised marksmen of the Transvaal.
But there iz another weapon of war which is still

Dearthed,

tem which fills tho ranks with striplings, and
undermines all esprit dz corps. We cannot ex.
pect to win victories, even against the undisci-
plined Boer, with weak battalions of boys. Yea-
soned full-grown soldiers can slone meet the
mauy and varfed demands made npon the army

_of this widely-scattered Empire. 1t is & common
. and favourite argument with those who are of

the opposite side to point to German successes,
made with large preponderance of young troops.
But where conueription is in force, the average
intelligence of the rank and file must be far
higherthan inan army raised by voluntary enlist-
ment, und discipline and training can be more
eanily inculeated and acquired. Fertile brains
and quick fingern will serve the educated recruit
better than years of wearisomely reiterated drill,
Juat as his intelligence will bring him to under-
stand readily the meaning of orders, and to place
full reliance upon the soldierly judgment of his
superiors,

Heavily handicapped aas are our soldiers hy
the errors of adiministrators, they suffer yet more,
through the cerelesa indifference of their rulers,
from want of skill than from want of stamina.

: The sum of an infantry soldier's lesson in these
" days may be condensed into one short sentence

“*To hide, and shoot straight.” 1n neither of
these vitally important operations are our men
The present system of mus-

etry was framed on excellent lines by enthus.
iants whose heart was in their work ; but the
practical science of General Hay, nnd the fiery
elognence of Colonel Wilford, have gone, and

“only the dry bones remain. The well-meant

fiction that the recruit learns to hit the bull's-
eve before he fired a shot is still in force to re-

Jieve the war estimates from any wasteful ex-
. prnditure in bali-cartridges, and our soldiers

manfully miss their targets, animate or inani-
Itis now rstablished by the experience of
our Volunteers-—perhaps, save the Boers, the
tinest marksmen 1n the world-—that real ball.
- Y o "y

practice alone makes deadly shots, The same

s fact i proved hy thy excellent shooting of regi-
_ments sta joned in Iudis, where caruridges are
Dseld atcost price, to pass the long day at the

ranges,  But itis not only that the system is

. still at fault; that vital points are overlooked,
tavch as firing at moving ohjects, of saving fire
~and working only by word of command, but it
" is notorions that numbers have been despatched

an foreign, even upou immninent active service,
who had never felt the kick of a ritle.  1u the
great paraile of foree wade by Lord Beaconsfield's

“Government three years ago, when the Mediter.

ranenn garrisons were strengthened by some
half dozen battalions, there were hundreds of men
emburked who were wbsalutely iunocent of mus-
ketry instruetion.  How would our troops have

“fared if brought into contlict, as just then seem-
‘c.-d\ more than probable, with Rusgian veterans
Cekilled in, and inured to, war!

Large drafts,
Again, went out to Afries dering the Zulu war
under the same conditions. It was the same, or
worse, when reinforcements were despatched to
Colley to coutinue operations

more negleted and ignored by our military au.
thoritica.  They do not appurently deny the
uses of the spade s but they all strangely hesi.

tate to intreduce it as part of the equipment of
i the soldier. A readiness to go to ground is really

the modern fighting-man’s greatest safeguard
amd best means of offvnce,  To prutect his posi-

; tion by hastily-formed iutrenchments, or dig pits

or holes to cover bty advaner, are operations
which form part of the trainiug of every contin-
ental recruit. Here we are still Jost in loug-
witided  disenssions  as to the  sire und
shape of the implement, and haw it should be
A concession has indeeid been made to
the needs of the hour by attaching s vumber of
carts of pack-animals, Jaded with utrenching
tools, to all bodies of troops.  But the implea
meuty donot invariably accompany the fighting-
e, and are likery to be faraway - as nt Mainba
Hill. -at the moment when most nrgently re
quired,  The case will never be properly dealt
with till the spade forms as much part of a sol-
dier’s harpeas ax his rifle, his bayonet, or his
boots,—— The Iorld,

LFCHOES FROM LONDON,

Tur Duke of Sutherland denies the report
that he bad an interview with the new Tich-
borne chimant at San Franeisco.

Ir is said that Mr. Harris, of Drury Lane, is
likely to eugage the Qberammergau performers
of the Passion Play for o season an Loudon.

Mus. Mackay, wife of the ¢ Bonanza King,”
hag wiven £3,600 for a dinner sorvice of 109
pieces, with a peagreen groumd and binds Jde.
signed by Bufton  The naturalist is said to
have ealled it the Sdvres edition of his book on
birds.

Tuk Marquis of Ripon, after a gallant strug-

le, has practically abandoned the attempt to
ive in India.  Those whio best know the state
of his health say he should never have gone,
However this be, it is quite certain that he has
naw recognised the impossibility of making a
lengthened stay.  This is vot officially acknow-
ledged, and may perhaps be oflicially contr.
dicted, bnt it is uevertheless the fact,

The Standiard is sbout to make a rid for
news in a new directivn,  Congideriug the vast

interest involved in affairs in America the Lon-
don newspapers give very meagre telegrams.

The Standard, looking out for fresh fields for |

enterprise, has determined to make a splash in
America, and there is being organized in its
behali in New York a special buresu, whence
will be daily telegruphed the leading items of
the day's news, and upon occasion we shall have
whole columns by cable.

THe bazsar mania is at length being overdoue.
There have been something like a score held in
London during the last few weeks, in which
ladies of distinction have taken a leading part.
One or two of them have proved enormous suc-
cesses, but people are now getting tired of them,
and one which was opened at the Cannon-street
Hotel last week by so distinguished a personage
ag the Marchioness of Salisbury has proved so
terrible a failure that no less than £800 worth
of goods was left on the hands of the stall.
holdery, and at no time during the holding
of the bazaar were more than fifty persons pre-
sent.

EMILE DE GIRAERDIN once wrote a drama
called Les Deux Seeurs, a title which might be
applied to the family Jdrama whicir has recently
disunited two sisters, celebrated each in her
way, one as herself, the other as her sister. The
one is the incomparable Sarah Bernhardt ; the
other is her sister Jeanne Bernhardt, In
America they were united ; in ¥rance they were
united. It is England that has caused their
disunion.  Awmongst other conditions which
Sarah imposed upon her London manager was
the right which she reserved o Liers#lf of having
enyaged one person chosen by herself. It was
perfretly understood that this person should be
her sister Jeanne, who, accordingly, had ordered
her dresses, rehearsed, and got ready 1o start,
Well, at the last mowent, Jeanne was surprised
to learn that she had uot been engaged at all,
and that the person chasen by the divine Sarah
was M. Angelo. Naturally, Jeanne was furious.
There was a terrible scene between the two
women, and Angelo got splashed a little. The
London papers are all very severe on Sarah's
protége, who as far as dramitic art i3 concerned
18 not the man for the place.

Tue dinner given by the Lord Mavor to men
of literature was excellent from a euliuary point
of view, but the specches were the thing, and
these were alike--by rewson of the fame of the
speakers and the oddity aml the ability of the
spereches—worthy of the oecasion.  With one
OF two exeeptions no notice was wiven to the
gentlemen called upon to reply to the various
foasts.
aflirmatively and negatively, Lord Lytion, who
had been advised of the tink assigned to him,
prv}’mrzrd a s]»t'l'l;h exeellent both in matter and
style, but at lerst three times too loug. Lord
Rosslyn, standing with his hands under his coat
tails, his chest well out, and his head well back
—*“u good British fireplace attitude,” some one
said=-delivered =ome jovial common-place on
the House of Lords.  Lord Houghton, who had
also received o note of preparation, made ane of
the best speeches he has delivered for some
vears.  Perhaps Mre. Walter also had notice of

what was expected of nim, and wax prosy ae.

cordingly.  The rest of the speeches were fin-
prompta ; and it was od to note how nearly
everyone, having cheerfully dined, thought the
opportunity favourable for having a go at some.
one. Fred Burnaby began i%as with tshing
eyes, aml countenanee sternly set, he took the
opportunity in replying to the toast
army, to dewsunee the Transeaal peace, and
“runca muck” at Mro Childers’ army organiza
tion  scheme,  Lord Sherbrooke  eliborately
steered at the profression which Robert Lowe
once followed, and Mr. Yates, with 2 elever
stroke, smote the Viecount for his lack of
tovaltv,  Bat the Mobawk of the evening was
Mr. Forhes, who, with all his wedals displayed,
iercely batted at Lord Lytton, with whom lie
had adittieulty when in lodia. Howas pretty
to see the ex-Vieeroy, when Mr, Forbes rese and
attempted to tix him with his glittering eve
turn his back npon hin, and look out of his
dreamy eyes as if there were ue such place as
the Mansion House, and as it the stiliness were
unbroken by sonnd of human voice. It was a
pleasant, cheerful gathering.

ECHOENS FROM PARIS.

Two Foreign patentates are expected in Paris ¢

shortly 1 King Ralakana, Sovereign of the
Hawai Islands, who comes to taste the sweets

of vur eivilization 3 and Prinee Milan of Servia, !

on u trip throughout Burope.

Tue French dramatic authors are writing in-
dignantly agninst the Enghsh adapters of their
pieees for not giving them some of the profits,
The British public ought to be the most indig-
nant at the importation of so much filth and
immorality.

M. Drrarnig, the celebrated painter of battle
subjects, who went to Tunis to reproduce the
military operations of the eanipaiga, has just re-
turned to the Freuch capital with an album full
of sketches which promise wall for future water-
calour exhibitions and next year's Salou,

Tur rage for titles, crests, monograms, ar-
morial bearings, decorations, and other rem-

The advantage of this was proved both !

of the

! nants of the civilization of the past is one of the

{ most curious features of the third French Re.
* public.  In order to meet the wants of the pub-
ica Journal Heralligue has been published
lately, oue of the objects of which is not only
‘ to establish the antiquity of the great names
of France, but to furnish also to nuwerous com-
tnoners the proof that their auncestors fermerly
received titles of nobility or armorial bearizgs !’

VARIETIES.

THais Harpesev 15 KeLso.—There are some
disudvantages, says the Kelso Courier, in living
on the second floor. A Kelso housewife thus
gituated left a bar of soap on the stairs while she
exchanged a few words with the first floor tenant,
and a pTumber who was up stairs mending the
pipes came down a moment later with several
tongs and wrenches in one hand, and a sheet
ironm furnace in the other, and when he reached
the immediate locality of the soap, his legs sud-
denly spread apart, a look of astonishment stole
into his face, and in an instant his head was bal
way through the front door, and his coat-tail on
fire, and those tongs and wrenches were upin
the air struggling for dear life with that sheet-
iron furnace. He savs now that his father forced
him to le<rn the trade of plumbing, and that it
was not his own choice,

SwEATING IN THE PrLrpir.—Many years ago
a well-known  English author, in course of a
pedestrian excursion through the south of Seot-
land, rested from the Saturday until the Mon-
day at & village on his route, and in course of
the Sunday atteunded service in the Parish
Church. The officiating clergyman happened
to be one of those preachers who indulgeld in a
good deal of gesticulativn, such as twisting his
shioulilers and wiping his forehead frequently.
The tourist, who had never been within the
walls of a Scoteh Church before, and accustomed
to the quiet dignity of the Euglish pulpit, re-
garded the preacher’s motions with some sur-
prise, and at the couclusion of the service turned
to a shepheri in the pew behind, and asked him
what caused the man up in the box to twist and
sweat so much.  The pawky herd, leaning for-
ward and laying his chin opon the shoulder of
the other, quictly whispered, *“Qd, sir, 'm
thinkin’ it's likely ve wad tweest and sweat tae,
gin ve ken'd as little s him what was to come
noxe !

DICREN"s “ Copy.”—Charles Dickens always
wrote with blur ink on blue paper.  His was a
! singularly nest and regular hand, really artistic
| in 1ts conception, legible, vet not very legible
! to those unfamiliur with it.  Here, as in every-

thing e¢lse, was tobe noted the perfect finish, as
it might be sivled, of his letter-writing—the dis-
position of the paragraphs, even the stopping,
i the use of capitals, all showing artistic know-
| ledge, and couveying excellent and valuable les.
i sons.  His “copy ' for the printers, written as
i it is in very small hand, much erowded, is try-

ing enough to the eyes, but the printers never
; found any difficulties. It was much and ecare-
| fullv corrected: and wherever there was an er-

asure, it was done in thorough fashion, so that
- what was efficed could not be read.  Nearly all
" the band followed his example in writing in blue
¢ ink, and ou bLlue paper, and this for many years
" —but not without inconvenience. For, like the
“boy aud his button described by Nir Walter
. Scott, the absence of paper or ink of the neces-
sary colour atfected the ideas, and one worked
unsder serions disabilities, strangeness, &e. An-
ather idiosvuerasy of his was writing the Jday of
the month in full, as * January, twenty-sixth.”

|
i

Te NoviL oF Tu-pay.—The novel has be-
cotne, like the daly newspaper, a record of the
* mest receut facts in human history.  Whatever
may be the latest mode in theology, philosophy,
- or art, one will be very sure to find it repro-
duced in fiction.  The novel, indeed, like the
uewspaper, almost suticipates facts, and eagerly
pives us solutions of social and spiritual pro-
hlems before the new philosophy or new religion
" has eutirely satizfied itself with formula or oreed.
So susceptible is the novelist to the very breath
of the time. What is whispered in the salon ia
proclaimed on the house-top, and human soeiety
- isartistically re-arranged, often with singular
. power and beauty, Lefore men and women have
" quite readjusted themselves to the new condi-
. tions of lite.  Would you know the latest results
¢ of modern philosophy as applied to the conduet
i of life, look for them not in lecture, essay, ser-
i mou, ar treatise, but in the novel. The novelist
i makes haste to set down what people are talking
about, before the people who talk have reached
rthe end of their conversation.—dAtlantic
Monthly.

'

‘The WALKER HOUSE, Toronto.

 This popular new hotel is provided with il

. modern tmprovements ; has 125 bﬂ.lrooms.' com-

i modions parlours, public and private dining-

{ rooms, sample roows, and passenger slevator.

: The dining-rooms will comfortably seat 200
guests, awd the bill of fave is acknowledged to

| be unexeelled, being furnished with all the deli-

! cavies of the season,

" The location is convenient to the prineipal
railway stations, steamboat wharves, loading
wholesale houses and Parliament Buildings.
Thi» hotel commands a fine view of Toronto Bay
and Lake Outario, readering it a pleasant resort

i for touristxand travellers at all seasons.

Terms for boand $2.00 per day  Special
arrangements made with fumilies aud  partics
remaining one wesk or more.




