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(For the Canadian lhullutrated Ket.)
AN ADVENTURE WITI-1 A MADMAN.

BY ITTiE Gr.A'NT.

Sonie years ago, i was engagedl as a teacher in the western
part of Ontarlo, where I had an uencunter with a madmanthe
rememubrance of which, iven now with kind friends arountid
me, causes my blood to thrill with horror, and a sensation ofti
almost frozen terror to creep over me. a

I was edcaitted for the profession of a teacher. My parents o
dying when I was quite yomung leit me to the guaridianship of
well-to-do but niggardly relatives. and as I had little or no,

mnoney, they resolved to rid themsuelves of the responsibility1
as soon as po-sible by placing me in a position to care for
mnyself. I was sent to the district school with my two couins,
and tindig I was " apt to larn, " to use their expression, they i
decidel to give mie what education could be obtained in theira
country school, and a few months' flnishing at the Right
Schoul uinthe towno cf B-which ought, in their estima-
tion, to fit me for the arduous duties of a publie school-teacher,
and at the sanne ine satisfy their own conscience by having
"l done ti best they could for poor Vary's chiltd."

I Iursued my studies with that avidity and eagerness whicht
a young ardent spirit panting to escape from a loveless and

iunsymipatelietie life alone could give, and at the age of seven-
teen, fouind mys. If after a hardly contested examination, the1
posseasor of a tbird cass certificate of qualification, and dulyg
installed as omistress," f a country school in the township
of L---, chunty1 H--, lien in almost a state of primitive
wilderness.

It was hardly the situation I had looked for or expected,i
but it was an escape from my almost intolerable life at the
farni-hous, where I rwas made to fee.l too plainly my depen-
dent position, and1 gladly accepted it as a stepping-stone to
better things, resolved to do almost anything rather than re-
turn to my uncle's and be pronounced a failure.

Then too, niy blood was fred with indignation by the re-
membrance of the meagre manner, and grudging spirit in
which his ssmall pittances hadl been dealt out to me, bis petted1
ster 'a only child, and I mentally determined ta repay to the

tittermost farthing the expense hoe had been to in giving me
an education, and which I was doomed to t ear of continually
while unuder bis roof.

I Now, Kitty," so they called me, declaring my own nane
Henrietta too long for Christian use ; I have spent a great
deal of money in givin' ou your larnin', gal, a grest deal, and
the last yon can do Inow is to beoa credit to yourself and them
that's eidicated ye. Let me see; not reckonin' your ex-
penses to hin m for vittals, clothes and sich like, which
amounts to) purty considerable, and you've never been a six-
pence worth oif profit to us, I've lait out for yo, let me see."
And here my uncle produced a well worn memorandum book,
and proceeded to rEad n the items (which items, by the way,
were carefully written out, and stowed away in the bottom of
my box tor future use,) "Board and lodging at B-, for six
months at ive dollars a month, £7.los., tuition foc, 15 sbil-
lings, Grey's Elementary Arithmetic, two and sixpence, Len-
nie's Granmar, one and threepence, a quire of paper, one shil-
ling, a bottle of ink, twopence, total, £8 9s. 1lid. Counts up,
Kitty. Couts up " Such was the farewell that sounded
drearily in my ears, as the luumberiug'old stage bore me away
from lighgate fara for my first encounter with the world.

I fotutid a warm welcome awaiting me at the house of the
worthy couple where it had been arranged I should board ; for,
onin for some quiet nook thatceultd at last cal bcme, a
batl st-adibi- ntuisci the urgent request. cf (ho cominnittee (bat
I shouhll e board round," as hatd been the custom of previous
teachers and even consented to some reduction of my salary
that I might be permitted this luxury.

I was tv-ry happy there in that secluded spot, for besides
the sweet consciousness of independence that gave new life
and spirit to my whole being, I learned to dearly love those
wild woodland blossoms entrusted to my care, and teaching
was withn ie a labour of love as well as a necessity.

But I fear I ama digressing. Your pardon, gentle reader;
but, I d,'arly love to linger over the memory of those happy
days, when I rivalled in careless gaiety and freedo-r the joy-
ous warblers of the woods and groves, where merry little
songs helpe.d to make my life so beautiful that pleasant sum-
mer.

I had been in my situation about six months, when on re-
turning from school, one evening, I found a letter awaiting
mu (quite an advent in my then quiet life) and in a gentle-
rnan s handwriting, as the nuat superscription I" Miss lien-
riette W'ilhams," evidently attested.

Notinng my look of wondering surprise as I took it up, Mr.
Atkins jocosely remarked,Il Sly puas, some poor youth no
doubt smitten witth the charms et onr demure little school-
mistrees bas penned bis glowing thoughts where "rushing
river,' rhymes with 1 Cupid's quiver,' &c. It proved however
to be a note from the County Inspector containing an order
for $45.u, the Legislative grantapportioned to School Section
No. 13, Township of L-. It was payable at the Town
Hall, a t.uiilding situat-d in the centre of the township, and
about four miles distant fronm my school. I hatI all a child's
eagerness to see and touch this my first earnings, and as the
succeeding day was bright and beautiful, I determined to
walk to thie ball after school duties were over to receive the
money ; so sending word to Mrs. Atkins with one of my pupils
where 1 intended going, and instructing her not to wait tea
for me, I set out iuoyantly for my destination. My road lay
partly thirouigh a thick wood, and aitogether remote from any
dwelling ; but i was entirely fearless and really enjoyedî a
ramble. thirough the dense, magnificent forest, thie lofty tr-es
towering above each side of my path, and casting strange, gro-
tesque shadorws around the immni.ose net-workof green Icaves,
wittl here and there a patch of blum skv or golien sunbean
visible, (ho peaceful, quiet stillness tat pervaded all arounl
were charmsof which t never wearied. It was very beuitifiul
this eveninge; for Aitumn had begun to deck my grand old
for est in her roie oft saudness. scarlet, greîen, and yellow were
biendedh together fantasticaîlly and beautifully, and I lingerel
longer than I intended collecting auturmun leaves, the most
beautifu! to be kept a souvenirs of that happy suimmer.

The unm was jut visible above the tree-tops when I reached
the hall, and I had already formed somne forebodings about
my long walk back, when to add to my uneasiness I was
obliged to wait.eome twenty minutes before the clerk wasat lei
sure to wait upon me ; for in addition to his other duties ho was

a tailor I believo, and busily engaged in doing up, and settling t
a bill for a suit of grey homespun, his customer being ovidont- t
ly a farner of the botter class.

The preliminaries mere at last gone through with, and miyt1 i
apprehensions entirely vanishedi whenu I fouînd mnî.eif the
happy possessor of four now crisp bank notes and somte ad.i- f
tional silver. Safely securing my treasure I started home at
once, and thougb I walked fast I found to my dismay that te
suri had already sunk in a banik of crimson and gold ere g
reached the edgo of the wood. The alinost impenetrab'e
forest very ieatly shut out what little tdayliglt there was left,
and I could not repress a little shiver of terror ias I left the
open road and stepped briskly into the wooded highwmay.

There w'as a by-path that led throngh the wood direct ta L-, a
but fearfuil of losing my way when darknoss lad once set in e
I deternined to go by the longer and as I thouglit safer route
-the gueral highway. I had gone but a short distance,
when the sound of carriage wheels coming at a furious rate
attractedt my attention, and turning I saw a carriage drawn by ,
a pair of bays dashiug rapidly on, and but a short distance
behind. I quickly stepped asido In the bushes to allow it ta
pass unperceived, but too late. I had already been scen ;u as
was apparent from the fct lthat the driver reined in his horses
to a walk, and actually to a liait as lie came opposite my
hiding place. A pair of bright, piercing eyes peereti eagerly
through the hiushes, and at last rested significantly ipon the
leafy ,creen bchind which I hadeuscouced myu.elf. Soeing I
was discovered I stepped boldly into the highway, and with a
look of angry annoyance was passing swiftly on, when the
gentleman politely lifted bis hat, and in .a condescending
manner said:

I Pardon my perhaps impertinent cuiriosity, but it grows
late for a lady ta ho travelling alone here; you are doubtless.
going to L- , and as I ami travelling in the saine direction
I shall only be too happy ta give yoiu a lift ?

Ie had alighted while speaking, and now stood 'waiting to
assist me in the carriage. li.i quiet gentlemuanly toue reas-
sired me at once, and with a few hurried words of thank I ac-
cepted his offer. Soon ie were whirling along at as rapid a.
pace as before.

While mentally congratulating myself upon having escaped
from the dileuma of being benighted in the woods I suddenly
became aware that ny companion's eyes were searching my
face with more than ordinary scrutiny. I bore the ordeal as
weii as possible for a fewinmieni.s, turbug mbich the ve!r>'in-
t-ensitv of bis gaze seincdtiet sconcbne, wben ventuilui t t
steait a glauco st mn>' conipanion astouishimeut ias changed (ot
teri-or. There -,ras a look of deadi>' forocit>' anti bato lu lis
eyes, as the>' Eet myi>' c for s second, that it mas impossible,
to mistake, anti mi(b au iriepressible shuider 1 tiien' fartbcc 1
bock lu the carrnage. Nly moeent, sligbt as it was, %vas,
quickly observed, fer turniug auddeuly ho violentl>' graslied,
ni>' wrbst, aud hisseti in my car:

IlIf yeti la thiat, again, if yoti stir or mako tue slightest tio-1
vemomit I uthali kill yeti ut once l Do yeti tbiuk 1 have tiotigeoi
your path fou- the Iast tifteen yeai-s te bc. cheateti of un>' revengo
nom Il?"0

AlnIast par:ilysetl with fear, perplexit>, anti ion<lcr, tjgszed
hieipless>' into bis face, 'and.i here-iecifulEIeaveus 1 rend
the confirmion of mni>' orqt fears. 1i tes , lone w.th e mati-
inan.

-~ ''rn.keyour cyes off i-y face," lho comnianied. mnucingly,
hiowreaioyen look at me ina (bat irwa>'? etrs aga, i t -%as

toretolti nie, (bat a black-eyeti si-en iroulti ho ru>' destruction,
But 1 bave you noir. lia 1 la I 1 bave ycu noir ! t milI kilt
yeti an-d (heu (ho spoîllshah ho broken. Munt it splendid te
think how t have outwittethein ait? Anti lie Iaugbeîia
loir, exultant laugh.

Witb (lie courage aoftiesperation 1 (cre myself ftram is
grasp, ant i bie tryiag ta juimp fi-cm the carniage Qhriieketi
irilil>'fur aid.

Il Fool, poar littie fool," ho bissed, as hoebout nie witb a
grip cf irnu, 1;irbat heip eau i-oach yeti bore? l'au sha t die,
girl. die. Notbing, but blool eau break (ho spol; uotbiuîg but
blooti. and 1 shaîlihave ILto(0."1

Anti agaiii bisIon', îunearthl>' chuokle sountetiin ni>'Cars.
Whia( a lifetinie of hbro-Isece eti(olire lu those foîr me-

meuits, ilt ho maduni3tierce grasp rupon u>' n wists, bis
bîmruiug eyes peoriug into mine, bis bot breatb ripou un>'
cbeek. 1 shut ni>'eyes aud I (ried ta pi-a>',fort1 fol. thât ni>'lasi.
bour ha'! inulooti cone, but I couldti ink cf natlîiug save
death lu (bat louel>'Wooti, anti niociful Ileaven, suchadeath 1
My ver>' sennes Feenio' frozen wi(h terrer.

The borses, ovitiently-frigbteuctl b> ni>'shieks a, iiibeccun a
extreniel>' nestive, anti thobi- frautic pitunges soi-ver! taturenet
bis attention somewbat, as witb a tiorce (breat, lic
loosedl bis bolti cf me anti turinedte ta ho managchnentof lie
teani. Oh, hcw ardeutly I wisbeti a î(i-ap or a line miglît
break, is wi(h mlîip anti rein hoenisintaineil s foerce àtruggie
îrltb the animale, anti that t might at toast bave a chance cf
escaper, even if it moult ie throuigli the penil cf a runawa>'.
But no-the nmanriras penfectl>' ai. home ii thoenmanagemient cf
his tenait anti I coulti scarce rostrain a feeling of sudmniaticn,
as 1 saw mith irat perfect skili ho broîug1it (ho pauîting (ci-
rified crcatures bute campi--te subjection te hles mil. lus adl-
mirable cocis andul lxtei-ity in cantralliug lus liorse8 îlncw%
my thoughlts freni n ia iimnuot daniger, anti recalloîl m-)
ta ri ,eii>'sseg agalîl (for fear hall complel1y oercouno ail in>'
poira of mid) so (bat irben Mhe mauîmtn t.uried (o mni <nUs
a smileocf sartionlo triumph t1 w4as .toiiisheul ai. m> aa lrre
andi caîniness.

"Agiîiirahle," i1 exelalmotl, enthuâiatiially, Il that wua icll

Sur yetm adlmire un>' bursoniaiship),'ho uîskud.
Admnire i.s a teeble n'uni. It was; perfect."
Girl ," ho returned i ckly, (ho cifuiug of niaîuueuts ii bis

eye's, 1, dori't, tbink (o cajole me b>' flatteries, dbe yorti uiit. f
must himvc your lfe, girl, yaunr life."1

IOh, I bail ftrgoun (hitt," 1 neturned, cocu>' hrm(tmii>
(Io ytrrl i o killituic ?

IlaveIu't I (ahityorî ?Il'1luerc iiqshi spil puit (IIli ie h>' il
hiack'oyedtl cantress. 1i icretlhier onceot'h, lîcir1[lover! hlier t
lovetillier ans 1 noi hiate her. Brut suc mtuuildl uiro nueof
me. Site pot ia spel!ou mric, anti 1 swcre te kililiher."

Il Buit. f sn nuichoamitres. 1 have nover tseuil yeti bmf<,o.
1 uni îîîîy a, poclr schuool-toac lier %ite-"

ISilence,'' îuutei Il, (I"iou î hi nk 1 iuit n laiyeti
undrite an>' îiigtuise. You harove li ai-, conuîléxion, forni,
nutthos,î faîtalr cn. Bah,' sud ho lauglîcîl scorifuuily, I<ut
kuo CiR m aoulti niot again. It Ila usoleas;te (i-y taeiocoive
me. 'The tue huias conte at st, sud tilis meeting shaîll ti
deati(o yeu.t ' hlio dreir a large kuife an lie spoke, anti beldti

hreateningly toward me. I shuddored and recoiled as Isaw
he glitter of the keen blade.
But ny courage did not forsîke m nie. Coolly, almost indi

rrently I aniwered "I ain not your cnchantres, and i know
othing of lier. But I an not afraid of you, air, and ami per
fctly willing to (IU."

l[o looked at ue sspiciouisly a moment, but I returned his
aze with steady frankness.
(I have io friendsa t grieve for me," I continued, " Il and
n alnost tired of living ; only promiîse ite to do your work

welil and quickly, for I do not liku to sitTfler."
"I will promise to sever your lheaid aminost fron you;r body

nt a single stroke," he answered, savagely, and I feit the cold
teel drawîn backwards across uy throat.

I felt blood creepiug through my~veins with iey, clin îes
.t the touch, but quietly I conitined ,:" I have a few atftirs
o sete before I die, but as i cannot return to do it, you will
b so kind as to attend to il for me. 'Tlhis mone'y whicl i hîave
.uît received," and dlrew Emy hoardod treasure fromt iny bo-
omt. -you vill pIetae forward to Mrs. Atkit lin -- , for
my board ; ny trunk and clothe s can bc returnd to Iuy uncle
at Ilighgate farn ; my watch and a few other vaialle I will
give to youi as a rteward for sending ue froi preseut ilisery
to lasting peace."
I conid scarce r press a great cry of sorrow .as I hanIded him tei'
watch, for it was my inother's, and the only thing of value cf
hors that I possesed, but it was ny only ebance of lifo.

The madman's eyes nover left iy face while i was i.pk-
ing, but iy voice did not lose lis even inonotone, anit ,y
nioveinents were as calm and collected as if 1 were spe:taking
of the commonest topies of the day instead of a muatter of life
and death. I saw at a glance that lie was compltey de-
ceived.

With a steady hand I loosenied a small scarf froi I neck
unfastened my collar ad brooch, and announced :Now
am quite ready."

lie turned to me with the deadlyweapon in hisl hatnd.

" But wouId it not be as well, sir," I exclaimîed, glancing
around, as if struck by an idea, " to alight from te carriag.'
it would b a great pity to dabble it with blootd, and lesid
it might prove disagreeable for you."

lie see med grently pleased with the suggestion :

"The very thing. The very thing, lioiw stuid o'f m not
to think of it. It would never do to stItin the carrin. "

fi e junped quickly to the ground, thtirowiig th r-int ltt
ly over the front of the carrage, and politely offrured his l.and
to asist me out.

Now was my time. I must make one final fTort tolescape.
Quick as a flash I grasped the reins, as tbey ftll iromt his
bad, and by my voice and a lash of the whip urg thfic teama
into a gallop.

Though my mnovements were quick the mairndmani was Still
quicker. Vith a fierce limprectaution lie caughjt tie briile o(f
the horse nearest him, and now cominuiicedj a frigfl iari -
gle ; for knowing it was niy only chance I plid(lit, wi .
with desperate energy. The madden, i nurid aujniai,
leaped frantically forward, but still lie maintaited a tiirm liold
of the bridle-the strength of ten mon seenetd to be in his
arm, and I saw wth a sickeuiiig sensation of teronr that even-
tually h must conquer.

Rising in my seat I brouglht the whip downî with allIthe
force I could command on the heainelnts of the aniials,, a
more frantic plunge broughit the madman to his knes ami
bcfore lhe)coli recover iiiielf tIliclewip ti PeL,' a .. '()iîu
tirne, ather dosperate leup and the bribi il ejdrkt'd fr<nis
band, he is tranpled beneath their feet, aîndi ti, hortes si eted
away with the rapidity of a bird,

1 caught a glimpse ofa wiit,. stili fac leying across the path
as we dashed uaily on, and then-my overta ed netves g ai
way and I reinember nothinîg more. Wliei I recovcrd,î con-
sciousness i was for a moment puzzild to vonpr.ienild the
uieaning of the anxious faces bending over mei, lait a gaI.nce
at my bandaged arim, and the dull, izzy pain in ny he-a!
slowly revealedf ihe truth.

1 'l'ho madman," I gasped, " where is lie ?
t Gone to appear hefore a highe r tribuinal," 'as ti soleimi

ansïrer, Ilbut think of him no nmre. [Poor child ! You iave
sustained n. terrible shock, anud the greatst quit is ile- wr
or the consequences nay be fatal."

Yes, ho wras indced dead, that terrible mnaniac. 'Th car-
riage wheel had passed directly over h is hand, killing h ii al-
most instantly. lie lhad escaped froin the as'iluiI a liort t im
previously, and waîrs ecognized as one of thel most darinîg and
dangerous of its inuates, whose c'ool crailtiness hd mlior' han
once circumventedthe ificials in charge.

With curaiunursing I soon recovtre,-i froi the injuries r"-
ceived on hliing thrown froin the carriage ; but it was ,
long before i regaintd ny ouii tspirits, and i to my ilyi ugday
I shall never forget that fearful night in the forest.

Il a recent lecture on tCaricatturiig," deiver-d b fore ai
iruueise aui inuce ln iPlymouth Churcli, Brooklyn, Mr, i. ua.
Nast remarked that ho was.ofton requested by different perums
to draw a caricature of them. luit a caricature was rarely
pleasing to the subject of i, who seldoun couilti take aiy j.oke
of whbich lie was thi point. fu gieneral lie . iwould lag h lwien
liei the picture, say it iwas very funny, lbut tien gravIy
remiark, lut yo011uon't man taiit fr i ? I doit e hI
sli ghtet r mbnilane -not a bit !" Toard. tlthe closo of the
lecture M r. N ast, tiurnin g iis ey.'s toward oni. of tie frot
seats, s iid, " I bwish to draw a nistorical picture, and i wih
one gontleianin the audiet'iie' woIId request -e toi tIra' -hi,
caricatre." Atseint was manifustly' given, and hi ive lctiirr
sketcheid in an off-band nnr a texaggerated portrait of Mr,
li'hcle or, froin a zmall phîotographi w h ic h he be l I i n <onet hiand,
while thli subject of it idiook with laiglhter. The artist tlbæi
speedi y de vloped a sialI cariature of liuself in tii lowr
corner of th ei samun hcet (f paper. loiliting to Itle p icture i
Mr. mcr, hsaidi,'Fromn the subliimii - the pointing il
lis own - "(Io hie ridicilous! ITi th14 midst cf thie îmîirtl ef
tlie audien, Mr. Ietcher rose, aid w itIi mock-gravity baille
l Prliaps home ih liere think von mnean mec byo tait plcturoe, iIt
[ don't see tho sIilitest rem "laue - a renark w'hich iit
(he entire audience into lorg conitinuecd bîuîrsts of latiglhti'r iaid
applauso.


