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A WOMAN'S ANSWER.

(Written on the ight of hie Ball.)

Within, the dancers dancing tn a sweet, d tlirious tune:
Without. the glitumenng staright. and shiiuînering. ashen moon.
It was ail the sain-in the 'n-on ght. and wit hin. in the giare and show,
1 felt the sackcloth an.t ashos of an univailing woe.
I thought I had hidden miy secret where never eyo eould reach
Yu entered the hawber sepulehral by the pitiless door of sreech
You lighted the Iluip of mne-:nry. and 'toked. in their ghastly glow,
On the em rty shrine. and the atetr. and the ble:einhrg bonos bs'ow.
Tho"gh I hate you--I say I tte yo-for entering that secret dor.
My he rt's nligotha you cale.d îî-I wll seak this once-no more.

'ie flot that I seek for pity. or w'Id take it froim your breast.
But that some griefs in the telling- luse the sting uf a mnad unre.t.

To-night when sou tirned anileft me. I fait such a worthless thing,
I faticied the pure-eyed diowers shrank away fron mte shuddering:
That the lights turned pale with horror am fit away froutu e,
Liscerning through al my diguise ny soul's intirnity.

I turned ta the crow led parlour sand tried n vain again
To forget your recriminations in the o aise otf other meu.
I danced. and sung, ai jcsted. but in, in my eLperate mood,
The loneliest waste of Sahar wouild be less a olitiude.
I hatet my hand for their whitenev, mny fee for being so fair.
While the woru in ny heart was gnawing with the bla:kuess of dark-

ness there.
The musie was du'l and st'pid, th" faces like lanips of cl.y;
I bated their tuneless laughter, and so I came away.

You sid you knew my 'tory. but you do not knw it all:
I bave guarded mny heart frtn pi'y. or scorn vith an ad inant wail
There tne altar where incense was burned to the idul that turned to

Clay,
Hlold the fire that will not be quenched till the altar shall crumboIc

away.
I teHl you the lire still smolders-at times the lames leap ip.
Till I long for the poM of Olivion. or the fabled Lethen tctp;
Or to clitch o-t my life in a fr-nzy. and hurt it mLuidly back

To the G >d--ifthere b one--weh , ýent it alone on its perilous track
With a soul that was pure. perverted like the souls of the st It,
And while nng"is hear ,phero-musi. I hear =:he sound of the rit.
Oh ! ta 1.y My hewi on m [pillow in a olumber long a-nd jeep-
If in deth there was no awaking but unly au endless cloep.

It is not with men as with women:--they plunge thoir thwarted heart.a
lin some daring adventure. or the tramet' f eager iuart- ;

And soin the healihy endeavour their feverizh heart-burnings abate.
We just cii. bitterlv snilhn -. and order the maid who vaits

To bring this or ihatcoosmetic to brighten the pallid face.
Where the tire of the grief that vill kiil us has lef its ashy tra e.
And then--t ,our Sodumnic banquets. It make' me almot wil-d
To feel I am tost as a wonan who was uwrc ihen a little chid !
I atempt no lustilication!-I. iv prwi uli on -arat-
I have yet "f hoouir, and tuth, aud traitonae îc .rth.
I dare not go nowr t chuarch. it breaks n irrevereit calmn
To hear the accord of the organ. and the penitential paln.

When my - firstlove "-and at-andonlycame a yn said.tIika Jove
T Semele. I thinght 'twas the burning if the sarei tire of Lcre.
lis wrd were like -- guo ltrappile in piz ires uf silvar iet.'
But they were deat-Fea fruitage. I keer their bDiî:nee yevt.
All that was guod wthin mne seetnetl drowied in a den dead sen,

An I revenge was the only eweeine-s th it lift h-I lef; for me.
I knew yr j.î.wer aid î' ht: I rîsed with inui:siono i hiart.
And wrung them, and broke theu. rememberiing maufld pains and

Em arts.
I have never felt ruth. or pity. bit ftr ore-wvhom we reed not name.

Des the candle pity the moth-fdies wh ditter to itsane?
One'. when mv lite ras fresher. ani my muîil w tfilû o- truth.
Had we met. I might have loed hiun with the innocent heart of youth-

It 4 might have been." bu' waîs &n. I wa ched his heart fI utp
Wbith a tassion pure an I glowin. like lwine in a cryal cup:
I made it a curi us stu ly. thi- wonderutil croiwlh -f love-
Begun as a cure fcr.ennui. I meantt. at a to irove.
Tf a man rould lovae a a v,în u. tili 'ne ,th the lind-n zees
I epilledthe red wine fram the gîblet snd cuve hm back the lees.
'Tis but the alloîy of ptassion vili in ti, hîat expire.
Ai, the dr--se burns away from the gold b'fire the refiner's tire.
I knew hi etrong. trae nature mu-h better than yii can k,'ow-
'Tic tfrhim t walk with the angil' o-r tn with the lot. below-
Fronm hi very excess oif passion a d"iner light will come
Like Venus Aphrottite from the irrideecent toain.

I despi'e my Paltry îrinimphs-my mîîiserable pride;
I said I ha ed -nv beauty. but anm :li of its power to hide;
No 'ell-tile wrinkle dis'ic.îr sy te:nîpîu' veînud myi -

Is the summer sea le ive y be-cu.e f thc ecki bel.w?
I am glad tf îny winninir manner. if this white an utin skn-
The fair outAicle of the v.szel th-at i su blank within.
1. to publish mv corrows e-. t riumo pet my grie: !
Oh. no. I must keer, u my diguiseanI hrpe that my life wcill h- britf.
Well.1 must wuo with opiat- th l"ep tha-t on-ce ime îns..ut
When a mother's band smo thed the pillows with a charun no ilug

forg-t.
AIreaiy th% lurid unrise flures in the urple skies-

When we meet you will sec no traces of tears in ny trilliiant eyes.
H. C. VEE.

(Writen for Me Canadian Illusiruted Netcs.)

GOiSSIPS ON POPULAR SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS.

NO. tt-THNDER AND LIGIT.SISG.
Let me talk with this philosopher :
What is thc cause tf thunder?

Kiso Lant.

The phenomena of thunder and lightnin.g are sufficiently
familiar to our readers, but the cause may not be, therefore
we will endeavour to answer the question put by the old King

to Edgar.
The atmosphere affords almost daily indications of elec-

tricity.In fine weather, and generally at a time when no rain
hail, or snow is falling, the electricity of the atmosphere will

be positive ; and is negative generally when hail, snow, or
rain is falling. Durinig storns accmpanied by thunder

lightning and rain, the electricity varies in amouînt and kind

not unfrequently changing in quick succession, and at such
times usually settles into negative electricity. During the
passage of a cloud across the zenith, it often happens tlhat
the electricity changes to negative, on the edge of the clond
reaching the zenith-remains negative while the cloud is
passing, and again becomes positive on the cloud leaving the
zenith.

Lightning and thunder exhibit the pheunomena of electri-
city on a large scale : the former is caused by the passage o
electricity between one cloud and another, or bttween a cloud
and the earth, and the latter in the noise produced by such
passage.

The air during a thunder-storm li sornetimes so Liglhly
charged with electricity, that it becomes visible in the mids
of the obscurity by a vivid light resting on all surrounding
bodies and particularly upon the water. Mention il made o
Luminous Raina, during which the ground seemed to bo on
fire.

Some of the extraordinary effects oftI the cross-btlu light
ning" which seemrs to 1, open the treast of heaven" are ex
plainod by the influence of the storm.clouds (cumulsotratus)
In the upper region ' of the air, or atmosphere. The latte
attract, at the surfaci of the sioil t .an eleitriolty contrary t
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that with chich they are charged. Frequently the ioncils
of rays that one sees at the extremity of the points placed on
the -onductor of an electric machine, wheu iinmotion, appear

ui eltrged dimensions upon all kinds of salient object,
muetallic bars ande tighits. the spires of belfries, and the
IUasts and yard-arnis ot Shlips.

Somuetimes the clou(ds, during a storni, scei to give out a
conitinual eiussion of el-etricity, for they remain luminous a
long time. A physiologist, duriig mustorn that lie witnueed,
sas:-

I Little by little a lumiinous pcoint that maleU ils appear-
auce in the midst of denise clouds, assumed breadth and
volume. It then, by impcerceptible deg'rees, frtned a zone,
or phospihorescent band, whicli reveiled itself to my eyes as
about tLree feet in lieight ; iL t liast subteuded an angle of
sixty tegrees."

There i. a record of a lstormti in 1831 at Algiers, when some
French ollicers sawi tencils of light at the ends of the hair tof
onie of their coturaCes, antid also lumitnous plumes at the unds
of their tingers.

Besidese sthe nimble stroke of quick cross-ilghtning" some
ubservers have describedt ilutihues of zig-zagý lighiting twhici

preseited al slightly rountded forum lt the extremity whîeru
thev terminiated ; thers have ioticed what might be terimueil

arrorecent or tree-shaped ligituinîg, with extrenely curved
ends with a tendency to terminate in balils o tire. Some

ihysiologists have describ-d gil îbtular light ing, although they
have not yet been able to explain it or imiate it us they d
with ordinary lightniug. It is entirely analogous, excepting
itn dimensions, to the sparks of an electrie battery. Th'Iiese
globes of ftire, which are soitimesl as large as a bomb, descend
to the ground vith a motion slow enoutigl to enable the ob-
server to note their shape. Lheir colour varies from dead
,white to vviid red. Someictimwes at the end of their cotursem, a
piumunea SitiiseIs to issue fromn them, and they explode ith a
noise like, that of a cainnon, hurlinîmg zig-zag lightnings on ll

ois uo th-, that produce the most fearful ravages.
The cold scientist may describe the phenoimena of thunder

and liigltningt, by saying that Imou the accumulation of clouds,
to au crtain degree of density, and thir approuch towacrii the
surface of the earth, there ensues a stroke between the two,

of precisely the sanie character as the explosion of a charged
jair or battery, thought ineotiiparably more loud and luminous.

We have said etnugh about thie science of thuinder and
ligniniii. Our object i to gsip-ur endeavour will b frotm
week to week to arrest the attention of thos- who take up a
ouîk, as they take up anything else, merely pour passer le

ems, oar ias Coltiidge says in English-for pass-timne, or
iill-time. We hope noune ofour readers will couie under the
clas, of si-oN;,-s, whieb he describes as persons lîho absorb
all they rea, and returu it tearly in the samu state, only a
ilttle dirtieudî

We would rather adldres s the .1Mogul 1 emonds, î hvluo profit
by what they read, and enable othmers to profit by it ilso."

Stea.mpu lpresses and pen-ny htcrature ilwe dlo not desiise ; yet
-cie cani uti t Link tiut tht- h terattire cvhictiuemh)r.uc--d thie

micies uf Suakesiperu, Milton, haosHu n auîJerc-my
Taylior, caru elt-%l itt i t uhu-e),cr cuti mure uciti n.,ni udt-t Lhmu

til hmoIlL-rtnr ttis u~h-uera, tr.% vit-u te ttýit>' utre.uli ng,
wltb thue 'rett mujrity, lias graiduiîly degen:erctecd into Ltc

Mounstailus, roscks, treus, suas, skio.s, clotits, the lcutuuscapo
tif Sattire, bave h -t-n touchut b>- unr pinters, as i t cree, ci-ithi

ain Cucbuîtt-r's c-;nd, CI.uu le anti Tumnermiw-rmu INatuîre ft i
of 1)u.-:ry. T w'u r c-:rkscike the u oii t la îîuet urbusliaI1
takersLu) t'ine brut-du ttîr tkieuid uloud imre wtiierfuml
c(t-t ofL5u collutr tîmultumustîliere. Tht- latter liati, perlica1îsa

ctmbtlt'v ut cxci-iîn nr r;thîer t u tbtil, poutr u of r-c
alcui, chu:lltus iuo utlier )aister evter psa ;l u lie as
iade us lftmtilimr ith v cv-ry îîtmopherit- phmeutuieri; btt

thunser l;c iiiutuiiin, tht-se trrc inupus-ihlcfor ttlt pi it-r
un n cuîam 1e v-tLhciu ri-qciiring bsund, t Lhe otimu-r icisuIltt

zlitiht. Wbmcikt tht- bruch carnmut d-iet, puetry has graptiically
duccrihel. Again, ,uctrc'lim t-' ittici pat-J thue îîlsp

ohiri-un. )Ve hacie culle(iltromtuti tkospuru a fu'w trailulont
the -iîîtject îof timiter stortmc', lutidts cî-licb i)rohmhly-lbu
luati set-, n ud cîe trust our reailens nu yuy e pont-ie somceot
the îîiuasttre ive hamve- hallunarangitlg tht-c, uui may bu ln-
duoed tu st-art-hi for uddtuual illustranutus ot Mcteorolugy iu
the- glorious mintes frontucyhiclu the folloiuig are huit larok,:iu
frag tu ilts. Lut us Lmrn to Julins Ctesar, At-t Le Sceau 3-A
atreçt in Rume.-Thuuder and liglituiig.-Lute-r Uuuuucs
ansd Ciceru.

(r---Wtyaret 'mu hre-thiess ? Atndl cc-us smre sou &o ?
(u.c.-Are you uitet iuîvitucuail the uivy.f carth

smu;îcea luke a tlin,- inertîru? 9). C.-er9,
yI h eue -c eu i oc v. c-en thi-it ulllucinwids

t Il-uicav ric.iiîthe kttutty ie suuand flhave cusumu
Tise a î1iti-îus 'su-un ,îvehl, nutrace, tintft,£-,Te> ho exalte -iv irlien to tiremueninizteus
But ec-or tilt tie-rihtt neyer titi nocc-
ili 1 &:is îhrîugh -mItiig. iiuaî,tuîi rC.

- Sceci.Sit- ylmuyl l tiig more imth n-?
(ti-c~u-A uit tio--lave i sou kimi,uv hiiu criett y ci ght)

c 11.1-t uIl, h11 lfft h -ch ',~îic (ltuîuur.itîii butru
Lýike vtcrt t 'ache 'iitiodl; mi&, i '< lu htiî
Nutee,-ue.tÀi fire, ruiud,î,crlut

r IL la truc th it Strabo, tilt! phitusoiphti-r, crietti, that divers
smu ivure su-en goiug up anmd duîîn in ire, andl fnrîharmorm

tuettther,î i wxa s auofuthlAe î:culdl-rsthast dii t-ast a inarcru--
loie Iiurii4 ilamnetintt of lus lsii,i nsoiuurt aï tlt-.v t.hmtsaw

i t thîotit tlie halud heen airnt, wcvu-îîthie ire wausout, it ivas
a iuaîîuuîl tilt hall nuohtîrt. But i tt .- ,iuuuîtewho s stiaks of <- a
,t Pir!dro1î,cng fire,' mand -" stiu.,i iir(iui i f fi>..u lindti n-

lcntn -tul-rn lie u- ndtnimble ttrîskt-s of qîick, cro..ss igbt-
uiing," "lli)htjriiîsandthtbmîghît-t-xv.ctiti ng is"

I nu mt - cotuuuof th.; linrruemcue mt llarhtdu.in u1831, tlîe
0 ibrouiclers sîomukut-'diurrïo! cluctrie lire which ivere #cx-

riltuletd iuevery tdirection," Ilfiery nîteord talliucg ftrnmthe
- lieuventi, une iuntartieiilar, <uta globtîlar foruei, Lcq brilliîuucy.
,- anti the- siaLLriug ou ts 1s trtleles u n meeting the ciriigriuve

1 ic the uitaraunce ot a b<uuty utfqqi-kîiiver ut eqiucl bulk," "es

à vaut body of vapour icppesreftlLu tout-l the bhurci-, andtIi3usied
îtowncvard lt miru-; bitîzes wbiive wre nibly riturnuti trun

y thce artb uî)waril," Ilmt iimu-s thue /ctucknues uin hicumhe lA tace
;t a. entico;ed toi ihezpresii uuu."

In Jullus Ca-.ar, casca uay '
f " Anîd yester,îay the bird af ight dtd ait

).von nt noin-lay- îupuuu tise market-plaee,
liotinit aniltihsbiimktic.Il

la Hamltt, At-t I., Sceau 1,Ai eehave
"Anit sars wilh trainc u tfire ad uni ws otblaod

-
1Diisterà in the surt. andI the uioist star.

t, Up whoilo hnluencia NoutIiîio' emipre stAnds,
r W s.s r"nioc lulinos t ttcdootîcîliuy with uulipso."
At Bhai"ilg-îwa, the capitkil ut(Ji ladcau wholu tsasi
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the country was laid wasto; no sign of vegetation was ap.
parent, tho surface of the ground appeared as if fire had run
throutgh the land scorching and burning up the productions
of the earth, Il trees were routed up by the blast," "lthe hor-
rible roar and yelling of the wind and the noise of the ocean
were frighttult

In King Lear, Act III., Scene 1, the old King l describetd
as :-

Contendingc with the frottal elenont
Rids the uvim([ blnv the earth intn the sea,

Or swoli the ecurled w.îtor 'bave the main."
lu another place Loar avs :

" Blow. winul, and crick your cheeks I rage i blow i
Yuil cat Irais nild hurriicantie spout
Till you have ire nh'd our stLeniec. drown'd the cooks.

'An tlhi4u, ai-shakinig thunder.
etrike 1it the thiek rotIudity of the world1
Crack Nfur,.e's mod."

In the Teinpest, Ariel says
'Now in the waist. the deck, in otiery cabln,

1 fmî'd muent sointines t'd ivide.
And burn in mîany pinces: on the top -mu c't.
The yacrls and buwsp1rit, wuid I tame disinctly,

Thenuî me t ail jin : Jove's lightninge the precursors
(V' lie dlretadftl thunoduer c'lapîs. more inomentary
Ani sigt-out-runing were not. The lire, and crack!
OF ulIhlri nu- ,arinig, the iost muightys Neptune
Seemu'd to bsiege. anj manîke his bald wavos tremble,

Ye c. his dread trident sbake."
Again in Leur:

You sulphurous anid tlinught-eecuting lires.
Vaunt-couriers tu the ok-clean-îng thuniidr-bolts i"

Yet with ail these fine linues we have not the sublinitty of
that single expression in the book of Job, chap xxxviii., ver.
35. IlCanst thou sendt Lightnings ? or will they come, and
say to thee, lti wait ÂAts ?

We, in Lite cuncilîsion of this% week's gossip, which nay
appear to somie f ulo,-a fable-will apply a imoral. Re-
meiber that while poor old Lear preaches t the raging elo-.

ments, he preaches to thei reader. What a mieiento of duty
to the wealthy and the opulent-the Dives of this world-are
the lullowing words of tbe storm-beaten king :

Poor nakod wretchce.sheresne'er sou are
That ille the p,."ting t'his pi.iless st-rm.
Ilow ehaîl vcir iusic h - i- a-i tnft, i .idis.
Your loop'd aindi w indowr'd rargedness, deftd you
Fron seo sins siuch a these ? ( 1 have ta'on
Tîîo lit le eari, of th ! Take physic.IPonp
Fxpoe ihy'elf to fel cwhat wrerches folui
That thou mn yt ihake the superflux t them
AnJ show the hevens tn aro just.

The Royal Acalemy of Srotland will give r dinner to Mr.
Thomas Faed. It. A., IiN M;y.

A cablet ta h, m inor- o Froi rt hac been pla ed In the
church ot St L iîue-uM nluthi'Province uoft laiîiatlt.

TIe ilrst part ofutrM. Switibitriie', pouc-- Trl-urin.' "thte pro.
Ile tLuvlich appeared about a year ago, Is altbLu lu e pub.

Il c, bcd

M. (,nlaot willl itilirtîs pîblsh a laook oun1-Inil)crlalirn,
IIurefituîry Monarcby, (O sialtiti)til MaNfuarchy, andI Repub-

Tho -eBeriu 1jjfca~ l (;,-t2ete .n bac diovereclt tîýt theîe ci-
kzuown tra-ctlli-r. Mil ins" Ptîi-fr, ti'ac the Iiilnal Atîthor ot
tîillbretLi of M--irAui-c.fricaine, airt that.-it r rcoelled
flthe statttrtvr'err b:d u-'itipoiced part. of the imucîr.

.il -" ArrmuurI;i if Lb" S-us-retitnsandI Staes iof 1)ylni >
lte ItOv. John, u u't vu i.Isc a îiti-nince Ifo r nubli cattI-n. It t.ciil
SiriijiI ýa b mcii rv- 'f thlut-itrig tui i tiund tafeverv -i hart ern iî.- lurito

tri e-vrv i-lut î'lul oi i- Siivoî-.lz~ilprInmres uf 1E tri, pe iii a comun t
<utf the vantaI- let,îngos ilui theiî- urofronrt liî -uii-tperioi Lu
thc Iprtui.fnL ulav, wlLb cullitia ne lgruuîs ;uand aaecm;it uor the

oiîgimluramnd preseiit staziof tthe- uilberut urdorti or
Europwi-nmi lxiry.

Mir. 13ooiim. a uIctattr lit curtouis tuoîki, lias a lis Place lu
Brsau v:uv citI ît tît l hit iot VaUlmaIî' Cutp5<ofthe ilill

evui cutple I Irlitrî.eet.u vie tluItfor tlirty Veura <utan
Entllctucoltetor uof l.icmal pilttigtLlt. î-w ngs uoit
and l iattir caoir-,, ani kruiugli>-valueý t-i t$ VO.sti a uîb-

ju-ctas ucmiititfl tht-e îlr, or Lsîmuie(l Int te LIons'
ieuamre irilmLi uI lLl ert- tllu'nutut lr - rou, eVmry

1 fidtof rt-tlue eiinî(,umst nls ofl' uttntneutlievrtl mu t Le
htr.uiiug(, titrirîtuil, sr hlkl- ti ritltsg tif ttui Itathin at.ers,
thO grmsceij wrsrk-s if auteli and peliapîitîteri-. mml i tie
licti-r uîaind îirr iru tic fi ellrtru lif li- deuimiturtlst-i. iasîi,Lb li
wiiîlui-rrfil niiiuiitint #it lîîc-lisz uîuviilieitua n vttiy h>-lobby iu-

cI uleï nuoî-s ,t h.î i :1 ,îîtIi llst r4sttîttîuu 'u triosiulîskliidie ofu
tîcrini crurt.h fcuin$3 tio$101) 0îîtIî andJ etructa tfrijintiiutiie
tlhrt.y e,11Lt.imiuc ortth- iCed--(tuxt.

Accorduiliz ta (; tirnirti, «% iiuiw pros-i-seit clomnlng plctiires
bas ba-r-îi islcîîieul. Tii? r 5arouit mllilt.y lu îuu tlway4--c isciiît'O
gel, ouW ihîe ahIvariiili,%ihîci lu>- îigt1,utftum lt- uii.c ourico
i mrluit Inirwî rti-wltIî te entur uit tl in utb.h, ot.ltt IS!
rnst.bod iemptovvil to reiîci, Lb" ntipper suirfa icuîi e t.ty ciýrrIln

to carry oftith vl t . I ii-'tëIicrt4s- tii-- u.i,.Soiîni lutttîro
leaiers osec.o rrussvP. aratci.cclibi tilti I iiiitt'-r wuric.

Aitigeilnîi siYstr-m btuc h 'i-n tu-:,c-i-imi..-uinsterulini, ivliich
Ucnici .s lu cimaplly pci iii img i, ai I ug or emupulli himi 'iin tIini

ONiii! l iaxiIng, tandi tlut- îkîeuji ni t.l, f i lt, cus îa oIc ,cir à tiii' ,lut
iitth î ie ch ,. ii 1<-icthLbcold tirmill sita it. inmlimiti t riLbi iii t throis

t~-t. 'iov.î iumrs ut thie- 1h)iiiI imparît t ati eî,ijiil c igrec
of ut(celuil-illiuiiity-, In ciîlichiLiat- Il ,-islv iiiu îiicî vii lu It'c
a vatruuil iIc lemvers. Trlî ut c Liiî unal < l lt lt iîcyiuit ranm pclî. oit

Ï tire riMailuil ci l oust. In iîjn i g t i' <iltIpitin sg, aindl ciho isLthe
- PILIttrce I1111119u1P i9i ItcLst ira~tu- icnIcîivoor thtrut' i îuy- rifler, IL
loues as If It bail icuen varill.dîe(ýil meirb The' lnivîiitors liai-o

0 glVeîc tu lublli- ice h ic-ut-elit out Iîrilî"ac'(ler>-. Tlue trocAscei
bu ithe mnurit. ut boilug au cbrt one taittunsirod wltt.tie olad
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