
HIow to make the Times Easy.

hi a Plain, clean old man. with white locks, ' Pray, Father Abraham, what
, ye of the times? Won't these heavy taxes quite ruin the country?

Fatshail we ever be able Io pay them ? What would you advise us to l'
toher Abrahani stood up, and replied, ' If you have my advice, l'Il give it
fiflou i short ' for a word to th ý wise is enough : and many words von't
his a bushel,' as poor Richard says.' They joined in desiring him to speak

nd ; and, gathering round hirn, he proceeded as follows:
if th riends (says he) and neighbors, the taxes are indeed very heavy ; and

ge laid on by the government were the only ones we had to pay, we
gev more easily discharge them: but we have many others, and mnuch more

to sone ofus. We are taxed twice as much by our idleness, three
th as mucl by our pride, and four tines as nuch by our folly; and from
at taxes the commissioners cannot ease or deliver us, by allowing an

enent. -However, let us hearken to good advice, and something nay be
in r God helps them that help thenselves,' as poor Richard says

Almanack.
pt lvouhld be thought a liard government that should tax its people one-tenth
ut of their timne, to be enployed in its service ; but idlenesss taxes many of

o IJch more, if we reckon ail that is spent in absolute sloth, or doing of
With that which is spent in idle employmnents, or amusements that

otn' to nothing. Sloth, by bringng on diseases, abso'utely shortens life.

iaîwyli like rust, consumes faster than labour wears ; while the key often used
otways brighit,' as poor Richard says. - But dost thou love life ? then do
lquander time, for tiat's the stuf life is made of,' as poor Richard says.

leep lh more than is necessary do ive spend in sle p ! forgetting that ' the
fox catches no poultry, and that there will be sleeping enougi in the

wast as poor Rich rd says. ' If time be of ail things the most precious,
a h time must be (as poor Richard says) the greatest prodigality ; since,
ti Q elsewere tells us, 'Lost time is never found again; and what we cali
di enoug, aIlways proves little enough.' Let us then up and be doing, and

1 S hto the purpose: so by diligence shal ive do more with less perplexity.
and m1akes ail things diflicult, but industry al] easy,' as poor Richard says

less ethat riseth late mu t trot ail day, and shall scarce overtake his busi-
as at night ; vhile Jaziness travels slowylv, that poverty soon overtakes him,'
the ,rad il) poor Richard ; who adds, 'Drive thy business, let not that drive

and,
' Farlv to bed, and early to risp,
Makes a minm henithy, wealthy, and wise.'

ie What signifies wishing and hoping for better tines ? *We make these
ard better ivfwe bestir ourselves. ' lndustry need not wish,' as poor Rich-
Withoys; ' hie that lives upon hope will die fasting.' ' There are no gains

s aut Pans then help, hands, for I have no lands : or if I have, they are
taxed and (as poor Richard likewise observes)' [le that bath a

honr hath an estate and lie that hath a calling hath an office of profit and
or n ' ut then the trade must be worked at, and the calling well followed,reither the estate nor the office will enable us to pay our taxes. If we

re ndustrious, we shall never starve ; for as poor Rizhard says, ' At the
baili ng-man's house hunger looks in, but dares not enter.' Nor will the
eth th e constable enter ; for ' Indusiry pays debts, but despair increas-

em, says poor Richard. What though you have found no treasure,
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