How to make the Times Easy. 107

to .
thinakp]amv clean old man. with white locks, ¢ Pray, Father Abraham, what
Ho,, J.¢ of the times? Won’t these heavy taxes quite ruin the country?

Faw shall we ever be able to pay them? What would you advise us to?

i’ t € Abraham stood up, and replied, ¢ If you have my advice, I'll give ét
ﬁ“?“ 0 short : ¢ for a word to th- wise is enough : and many words won't
1

bis ishel,” a5 poor Richard says.” They joined in desiring him to speak
w1l and, gathering round him, he proceeded as follows :
iftho\n?t{ds (says he) and neighbors, the taxes are indeed very beavy ; and
"’ight"e aid on by the government were the only ones we had to pay, we
More easily discharge them: but we have many others, apd much more
e, US to some ofus. Weare taxed twice as much by our idleness, three
these ;’5 tnuch by our pride, and four times as much by our folly; and from
ate 2Xes the commissioners cannot ease or dgllver us, by allowing an
one ;."e“t- However, let us hearken to good advnc’e, and somegl.nng may be
in Ipe arUS: € God belps them that help themselves,” as poor Richard says
S Almanack,

Would be thought a hard government that should tax its people one-tenth
us uo llheir tir.ne, to be employed ix} its servi_ce ; but idlenesss taxes many of
‘lOth;anl more, if we reckon all that is spent in absolute sloth, or doing of
am
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ung’ with ti}at which is spent in‘ idle emp[oyments, or amusements l!\'gt
“Slot), to nothing.  Rloth, by bringing on diseases, abso'utely shortens life.
] » like rust, consumes faster than lubour wears 5 while the key often used
ot « Q:Ys lll‘ig!lt,’ as poor Richard says. But dost thou love li!‘e? then do
HOV‘VWI:'dnder time, for that's the stuff life is made of; as poor Richard says.
sleepi :10}1 more than is necessary do we spend in sle p! forgetting that ¢ the
graye 'S fox catches no poultry, and that there will be sleeping enough in the
‘Vasti,;,a§ poor Rich rd says. ‘.lf time be of all things the most precious,
as ho o time must be (as poor Richard says) the greatest prodigality ; since,
ime . sewhere tells us, ‘Lost time is never found again; and what we call
Ol "mugh, always proves litl‘lg enough.” Let us then up and be doing, :}nd
‘Slo?h 0 the purpose : so by diligence shall we do more with less perplexity.
ang ¢ makes all things difficult, but industry all easy,’ as poor Rlcharq says 3
e 4 € that riseth lale.mu.t trot all day, and shall scarce overtake his b}lsn-

ve "'%h_t; while laziness travels slowly, .1lmt poverty soon overtakes l]lm,’
thee » :;:dd w poor Richard ; who adds, ‘Drive thy business, let not that drive
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¢ Early 1o bed, and early to rise,
Makes a man heaithy, wealthy, and wise,’
‘3mse: };"’hﬂt signifies wishing and hoping for better times? ~ We make these
g g élte" if we bestir ourselves. * 1pdu_str¥ nged not wish,’ as poor Rnc.h-
Wilh(;lyb; ‘ He that lives upon hope will die fasting.> ¢ There are no gains
anaru)t Pains 5 then help, hands, for I haye no lands: or if I bave, they are
Lrade }}; taxed ;” and (as poor Richard lxkeW}se observes) ¢ He that hath a
°n0ur:f’th an estate, and he that hath a calling hath an office of profit and
or neith’ but then the trade must be worked a', and the calling well followed,
are . €T the estate nor the oftice will enable us to pay our taxes. If we

e ] . :
work‘fldustnous, we shall never starve; for as poor Rishard says, At the
in

bailigp 8-Man’s house hunger looks in, but dares not enter.” Nor will the
eth thor t,he constable enter ; for ¢ Indusgry pays debts, but despair increas-
em

» says poor Richard, What though you have found no treasure,



