p
spmt * st the umiablé lady nsiﬁw folded her
n her'nrms; “and by letter we may communi-
uxln ench other's wishes and feelings.' - I.consi-
er it tlso 4 sncrcd trust my hmmv- taken: upen
- me-the vows of sponsor” to )nur sweet child; her
! ‘spxrmml welfare will always be an object of deep
- interest to me, and should L live so long, I hope
o watch over her education, and to induce you
to spare her to e sometimes, unless more pow-
i erful frienids mrise to elnim that privilege when 1
-um- parted- from yon,” she added, pensively.
- Another void will be felt at my lidart; your ex-
‘ treordinary ‘likendss to my own sainted Taw
»' " first made you dear to me; but now for your own
- sakeTIlove you. Ol that I could shield yon
_ Trom cvery appraaching shadow that may darken
" your path, but Ile who loves yoit infinitely more
than T, will not sulter one to come upon you that
might be \\llhht‘lll with safety.”
i There was :omclhm" 50 unustally aftectionate
* aad tondcr in thc anner of Mrs, Bruce, that
]\ulhcnnc ws e\cecdm"]v touv.hud by it; pro-
. bnbly it might have been owmw to the’ prospeet
of s0'saon Ie'umn- the poor g "ul nuhmw theeons
solnnon of -ter frxcmlalnp, but no Qoubt she fore-
nw thc troubles that nwnited her in the increas-.
klcsa habits of lér husband, and her heart
“When both-had lulhcd lhclr Spl-
rits'n little, J\m.hcrmc smd :
w0 Cmet- o Tady: ut the! Abbc) o' Miss ‘Sykes,
rather o singilar pcrson, who plomxsml to:eall
‘on me; am Lsale’in making her acquaintance?”
"4 Certuinly, my love, she is eccentric aud not
very réfined, but T believe her to Le capuble of
much kmdness aud wenerosity ; she has mndo
cnemies” by speaking her mind to persons tou
frecly, yet is thd by othiers for ker plain und
honest dun]m'r she would not fiutter fur w orlds,
1 what she r.hml.s sho guys sometimes a little’ tvu
: bluntl) - Iut ['seé Captain’ Wurburton coming
., ‘up'the hill,” nddc(l Mrs; Drace, vising. 1 will
i ltn\e)on to “clt.omu hint’ alone, and pr-u_) lct it
% be with smiles.” I I '
- Mast Qifficnlt was it for poor I\nlhcrmc to oljcy .
this Inst injunction; pumculurl; us no kind greet-’
inz, no regrets for his long nbsence awnited her,
e entcrcd tha ' house, Spcukmfr‘un"rll) to his
“-servant, and- using lunguage; w hich 1o the enr of
Chiristinn musb ever’ prmc'( tres:mg. After
addressing o fow. words to her i answer to er
salutation, ho saids : :
“Lndy \Inr]q intends cnlhnﬂ' on )ou to-dn
I bcg you will remiin a¢ home to receive her.”
“Ccrl-nnlv s you \ush it,? upllel.l]\nlhermo,
her. heart” ‘throbbing at the name," * Shu is u}
bnde. ) sl)c noz""

_meant it not, Uit her husband felt it.

‘vunm"os. there w s v
‘ino” softess, - that’ (lummshcd hcr bmut) \cry

‘vagant deseription, but in goodl taste, for it truth
it formed the principnl slud_v‘or her life, ‘nided :

‘double her uge.’
S Why (Io_)ml enll it bemf' theown eway—is
not her hosband kind to her?”
Cuptein Warbtrton looked sharply ut his wife
a5 she said-this, and then veplied: . B
“He is devoted to hor, as ull musb be \\ho

‘know her” . . :

“Then [cxmn_o: pity her; o woman is blessed
thut possesses elie nilections of her hushand.”

“Yes, of the husband she Ioves, not other-
wise,” returaed Cnptain Warburton, burying his
fuce in the vase of fosers thut stood on the ta-
ble. : * How sweet these are, Kate,” he ndded, in
a softer tone; ** where did you get them?”

“ At Woodford Abhc; Oh! how I wish you
had been there \\uh mc, )«c\ ille; sv mnny'chilrm-
ing people.” L

< And yet you left them to rctm‘u Tere.”

*T'o return toyon, Illul ?

here was the slighicst reprogeh conveyed in.
her tonie of voicc ns' Kutherine snid this ; shu

vl nnd I left you' alone all day.
nie, Iam surpnscd that )uu comumc to cnro :

i
enter ed with some mcssn"e for lns nmslor, Wi ho:.u

attention bem"‘ once diverted, rclmm.d uot aguin’”
to her.

“True to ler promiise, Tady Marley-ealled in
the colirse of the dny. Kitherine: conld -not
meet her with emdiality; her'eheek Hushed, and
she slightly trembled as she Iuid her bund in the
offered one of her visitor, who evidently did not
expect to see so'clegunt or beautiful o creatnve,’ i
for she sturted qnd gazed for an instant in sur- K
prise; then IOCO\LIHI" llm‘:ﬁ'ﬂ. ,said in tho..
blandest lone: . )
L My stear Mrs, T\"nrbmron. I am s0 lmpm to .o
make your acrjuaintance, [ hope we shall be great _‘ i
friends and: be very often together ; don't you .
think we shall suit each ather?” turning to Cap-
tain \Vulbm'tun, who h.\d leil herh‘om hcr car- ' !
riage. i T KPR
2% [ think we shall, " he lcpln.'d xmlmf' e

“Sauey one, 1 did not, mean you,” leturncd R
the Indy, looking down, but evidently p!q.use(l ut .
the admiracion with which: he was- sm\e)m-r
hcr

-+ She was cerlmnly very lmndaomc, if fine dar] k
eyes und heir, o’ Drilliunc t.omplv.-\lon and a good
figure conll mako lxm‘ sb;- still with all these nd-
nt of grnee and . femin-

cnnsldm‘uhly © Uer dréss wus of thcmosn extra-.




