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to ber thouglits hy the approach of ber
daugh1ter whio vas dri ving rapidly in a loneward
direction. he recognition as alnost simultai-
coUse, and Eva instantly drew up lier lorse with a
8trangely nervous feeling, vhich Mr. Arlingford's
kuiid. encouraging smile served but in a sliglit
rnensure to re-assure.

" Would Miss Iluntingdon have the kindness to
nform us whîence she comes, and where she is

now going i" inperatively enquired Lady lun-
telgdon, who could not have been in a more un-
favorable mood for the meeting.

"-I am returning to the Hall," timidly answered
]R'a, most judiciously selecting the latter ques-

tion for reply.

tReturning to the Hall," was her mother's angry
rtOrt; "Yes, after having spent the whole day
anusing yourself in solitary walks and drives.
)our contempt for your family and future bus-

Ypd oung lady, is certainly most unequivocally
displayed.u

LNay, as far as I am concerned," interrupted,
r. rlingford, endeavoring to dismiss the mat-

k With a plcasantry; "your Ladyship need
e no reproaches to Eva. The present is her

t ,e of rule, my day of power will come hereaf-

"If you are so easily satisfied, Mr. Arlingford,
&0 little tenacious of the respect and claims due
to YOurself, I am not. Have the kindness to leave
lu tili My daugliter gives me the explanation, I
are asked of her. Miss Huntingdon, I request,

nYs I insist on an answer to my first question.
wbence come you 1"

Poor Eva, thus hard pressed, could only glance
Ploringly towards ber lover, and the appeal
snt long unanswered. In a cold tone, he ex-
imed:

"And I equally insist, your Ladyship, on Miss
eUntingdon's being freed from all farther impor-
tulities on the subject. We have annoyed lier

litently, as it is. Eva dear, you had botter
(b"e on1. We will join you shortly at the HIall."
'With a timid, covert glance to lier mother, fol-

lO'wed by another of beaning gratitude and con-
e ce towards the speaker, Eva obeyed and the

feeling of security attending this first overt act of
reblion against ber mother's long and absolute
eominion, afforded her a foreshadowing of that
saPPY time when she would have only the gentle
*ray of Edgar Arlingford to acknowledge or fear.

fdy Iluntingdon at first petrified by ber
future son-in-law's daring mode of proceeding,

as silent for some moments and thon turning
ards him, enquired in ber haughtiest accents,

by what autlority did be thus interfere between
herself and ber laughiter."

I am onîlyassumiig, a week- carlier, my mari-
tal rights," was the smiling but very determined
reply; " Your Ladlysbip has often reproached
me of late, with my limbecoring neglect of my
own just claims, so I have asýserted thmrr to*lay
for the first time."

Lady Iuntingdon felt the deep sting conveyed
in his words, the cutting sarcasi which pierced
throughî the thin veil of outward respect in which
lie had clothed his rebuke and her lips quivered
with passion, but Edgar Arlingford was no weak--
minded, irresolute George Leland to be ruled by
a frown or won by a snile, still less was he a
suitor to bc trifled with or willingly, wilfuly
offended. No, the master of Arlingford Castle,
the nephew and favorite of the powerful Duchess
of Fitz-Ormond was above all that, and wLen,
after a moment, he again proffered his arm, ru-
marking in his usual calm, respectful tones liat
" the evening air was bcginninîg to grw chill,"
she accepted it without fartlier leniur. Still ruied
by the new power that had sprung up to oppose
so successfully lier own long undisputed sway,
she addressed no farther reproaches to ler daugh-
ter on her arrival at home, and a slight cutting
remark regarding the happy independence of en.
gaged young ladies, was Eva's only penalty for a
fault that would have won lier, one month previ-
ous, weeks of wearisome lecturing and bitter re-
proaches.

The following evening a pleasant little party
were assembled in the drawing room at Elms-
water, the beautiful residence of Augustus Hun-
tingdon. Of course Arlingford and his affianced
bride were there, and as young Huntingdon lean-
ed over bis sister's chair, jesting her on her change
of suitors with much the same boyish vivacity
that he used to teaze her about old lumdrum, as
he had titled the much calumniated governess,
his young wife conversed with Mr. Arlingford
whose attention was more than fairly divided by
the caresses of the youthful Edgar and Eva to
whom bis arrival waas ever the signal of entire
freedom and bliss. Another couple, scated in a
quiet nook at some distance were not less happy
though infinitely more quiet. These were
Sir George and "the charming person," and as
the baronet earnestly assured ber "that indeed
she was as dear to him as Miss Huntingdon had
ever bepn ; at the qame time entreating lier like
a sensible voman to consent to the immediate
celebration of their nuptials, as the triunplial
arches of Leland Park would be all down and the
.materials for the b
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n-fires carried off," a smile of


