' Irelandl

of last year. I oan, however, have no ditficulty In ftating ancw, in'ténny if por=-

sble, more explicit than I did- before, that the Roman Catholic Prelates ob-
jected to the compilation in question, on the ground that jt is composed of pas
sages taken exchwsively and verbatim from the Protestant translation of-the New
Testament ; and that so long as it shall contiLuc to retain that character, - they
will not recommiend the use of it in the national schools, under any modification-
which it can assume.-

¢¢ ] will avail myself of this opportunity to express an opinion, which you-will
not, Iam sure,- consider at variance with that respect which I sincerely enter--
tain for the Board of Education Incuiry; itis, that the Iuard has created foc
itself 8 very needless difficully, by requiring, as a maticr of necesity,
aay scriplural compilsiion to be used 172 schools for the puryose of generak
énstruction. 'Were the religious instruction of the children, confided « holly to
the care of theic respective pastors, what appears to be the only remaining.
ground of disagreement would be removed : and the rest of the plan suggested
by the Commissioners might without any dificulty, be cartied into ifuediate
and esteasive operution.” b 26.

As the Commissioners could not agree upon a united Report;.
three of them, T. Franklin Lewis, W. Grant, and A. R. Blake-

state as follows :- -
€€ YWe are still of opiniun, that for the children of the lowest orders-in-Ire--
tand, a system of separate education would be found to be pregnant with evils -
+ that it would tend to increase, rather thun to diminish, that distinetness of fee!--
ing betwween peasons of different religious penuasions, which is aiready too pre-
vacnt: and we think it thereforc most desirable, that a systen shou'd be
adopted, uader which tac children might imbibe similar idcas, aud form con-
genial hablts, axd from which swspicion shoud, if possible, be banished, and
the causes of distrust oad jealowsy be effectually removed, !
€< We are of opiuin, aso, that no system of education can be considered se-

deserving of that name, which shall nut seek to lay the fourdations of all mund -

cbligatios in reiigious instruction ; but as the difierence of titeir respective tenets-
resders it duficu t for children to receive religious instruction together, we atisl
think that no bettzr course can be adopted thun that of uniting chidren of the-
diferent persuasions, for the purposc of imstructing them in the general objects-
of literary know.cdge, and of providing facilities for their instruction separutely,
waen the difference of religicus belief readess it imposibic for them any. longes
to leam together,

46 Although we have fuiled in the attempt to combire rcligions with literary
instructions, to the eatent originally coutemplated by us, we sull think that
cbject may, to a limited extent, be eﬁ'ectcd.; p- 28

"Two other Commisioners, J. Leslie Foster and James Glassford;
Esgrs.in a letter to the Fecretary of S:ate, which they requested
might be appended to the Keport, strongly advocate persevering
endeavours in the great objectin view. We give a short extract : —

‘¢ In the variety of p'ans and systems actually punued, we sce different mears
and prospects of success.  We conceive this to L no longer a matter of specu-
lation, but demonstrated by every day's experience.—Auy plun for compelting
ali the varieties of schools to give way to oue infesible farm, would in our op:-
vion be a great mictzke, We chould say 5o, even if thut particular form %ad
sppFoved iteelf to bs practically good : Lut we think it weuld be a still greuter



