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ef last year. I oan, however, have no didiculty in ktatig anew, lu tèrnn ir'pae
sible, more explicit than I did. hefore, that the Roman Catholie Prelates .ob.-
jected to the compilation in question. on the ground that it is con.posed of pus-
sages taken exclusively and terbatim fron the Protestant translation of-the Ner
Testament ; and that so long as it ihall conti.ue to retain that character, - they
will not recommend the use of it in the national schools, uider any modification,
which it can as>nnei-

i 1 will avail myself of this opportumity to express an opinion, which ycu-will
not, I ans sure,- consider at varinnce with that respect which I sincerely enter--
tain for the Board of Education Inc.uiry ; it is, that the Buard bas created for
itse'f a ver needless difficulty, b3 requiring, as a mnater of ncceasity,
"ny scriptural compilation o be used in schools for the purpoec of generai
instraclion. Were the religious instruction of the children, confided t. holly ta
the care cf their respective pastors, what appears to be the ouly remaining.
ground of disagreemsent would be rcmoved: and the .reit of the p:an suggested
by the Commissioners might w:thout any difliculty, be carried into ifiuwediate
and extensive operatbon." p. 26.

As the Commissioners could not ag-ree upon a united* Reportk
three of rhem, T. Franklin Lewis, W. Grant, and A. R. Blake·
state as follows -

« We are stil or opinion, that for the chilidren of* the lowest orders-in-Ire-
land, a syten of separate education would be fotnd to be prcgnsi.t with CviS :
that it would tend to ir.erease, rather than to diminih, that distmctness of ofe!..-
ing between persons of different religious persuasions, which is àlready tod pre-
va.ent: and we thik it therefore most desirable, that a systei sbcu'd be
adopted, under which the children might imbibe similar ideas, and furm con-
genial hab:ts, and from which suspicion shou:d, if possible, be bnaibed, and
the cau>es of diatrust and jalousy be efectually removeL

" We are of opinian, aso, that no system of education can be comidered as-
deserving of that naine, vhich shll n.t seek ta lay the fouEdatians of ail mural
,biigatioa in religious instruction; but as the dfference of their rcspcetive teneti,

rerders it dfficu t for children tu receive religious instruction to&ether, we stiu
think that no bett:r course tan be adopted than that of uniting chi.dres of the-
difierent per.suisions, fur the purpose of intructing them in the ,enerai objecti-
of literary knowr.cdge, and of providing facilities for their intruction separately,
when the diferener cf religicu. belief readers it impossbie fur them any. loogez
to Icara together.

" A:though we have fai!cd in the attempt ta combine religious with literary
instructions, to the eâtent originaly cottunplated by us, we sull think that
object may, to a limited citent, be eEtctcd." p. 2Z.

'Two other Commisioners, J. Leslie Poster nnd James Glassrort
Esqrs. in a letter to the Secretary of State, % hich they requested
might be appended to the Jieporr, strongly ativocare pcrsevering,
endeavours in the great object in view. We give a short extract :-

"In the variety of p'ans aid systems actal.v punued, we see different mean
anl prospects of success. WC corceive hiis to be no longer a natter of specu-
lation, but dcmostrated by every du*s experience.-Auv plan fbr compelini
e tlihe arieties of chools to gire way to oue infesible forru, would in Our oþi-
nian be a great mittike. We should say so, evea if 'that particular form bl
approved itelf to be practtcaly good: but we think it '.e-u!d be a atill greuter


