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TO MRS. R. HEBER.
Dacca, July 18, 1E24.

l)EAn, DEFAR WIFE -- All is over f My pour friend was released a little after
twelve last night. The light-headedness, which'in dysentery, I find, is aIvays
a fatal s)mpton, increased during the day, thoughi he continued tò know me, and
to do and take whatever'l desired him ; bçtween nine and ten he had a. severe
return of spasms after which he sunk into a tranquil dose, till Le passed off with-
out a groan. I grieve to find by your letter that bis sister is set out hither ;
surely there will yet be time ta bring ber back again, and spare her some of the
horrors of a journey made in doubtful hope, and a return in solitude and
misery.

' -grcatly regret that anything in my letters gave encouragement to ber ta set
or. But have all along clung, even against hope, ta the hope of bis recovery.

On the 14th and 15th, he altered much for the worse ; and it vas on the
evening of the latter day that he was first convinced bis, end was drawiîng near,
and begged nie to Le with him when the hour came. You will not doubtthat
I kept my promise, though lie was not conscious of my presence. As be was
fully sensible'of the approach of death, so ie was admirably prepared for it.
From the very beginning of cur journey, we had prayed and rend the Scriptures
together daily; on the last Sunday whicb Le saiw wve had receli cd the sacra-
ment together; I trust I shall never forget the deep contrition and bumlity, the
earnest prayer, or the earnest faith in the, mercies of Christ, with which eli
commended himself ta God. On Thursday le had an awful mental struggle,
but confessed lis sins, and cried for nhercy to Jesus Christ, wvith a simplicity,
contrition, and busnility, which I shall never forget, and I trust always be the
better for. By degrees his fears became less, bis faith stronger, and his hope
more lively; and ie told me at many different times in the following thirty-six
hours, that God's goodness was making the passage more and more easy to bim,
and that he feit more and more that Christ had died for sinners. When his
strength wras gradually wearing away, eli said, " If I lose sight of the Cross,
though but for a mooment, I am ready ta despair ; but my blessed Lord' makes
bis nercy and bis power more and morc plain to me." The laudanum, which
wvas given hin in the course of Friday night, conjured up some cvil dreans, cf
which Le complained a good deal. Being very much worn out myself, I had
gone to lie down for an hour or two, Ieaving him asleep, Under the care of one
of the surgeons. He wakened, hovever, soon after, and called carnestly for me,
and wvhen I came, threw bis arns round my neck, and begged me mot ta leave
llim. After we lad prayed a little together, he said, "l My head is sadly con-
fused nith this Lorrid drug, but I nowr rccollect all which you told me, and
which I imyself experienced yesterday, of God's goodness in Lis Son. Do not
let then gii e me any more, for it presents my praying to God as I could wish
to do." Ie spoke veryften of Lis " poar, poorsister,"and said, " God, who
is so good to a sinner like mie, wiii not forget ler." le asked, which you will
not doubt I promised for us both, that ve would be asister and a brother to her.
le said, not long befoae his light-ieadednsess came on, Saturday moriing, "Tell

Mrs. leber that I think of lier, and pray for ber in this hour." After Lis
iallueiiation took place, lie ranibled very mucli about our voyage, but wienever
i spoke ta him, it recalled hii for the moment, and belistened, and said Amen,
ta saone\of the Church praycrs for the ding. -' It is very strange," Le once
said, " eery tling changes round ie. i cannot make out «where I am, or %%hat
bas happened, but your face ceems alwiays near ie, and I recollect »hat cu
haNc been sayinîg." The last articulate words Le uttered were about bis sister.
Even in, this incolierece, it was confortable ta find that no gloomy ideas
intruded, that lie kept up somie shadoi 'of his hope in God, even wlen his
Intellect wsas most elouded, and that bis last day 0i life was eL:ainly, on the


