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* Peace, peace, when there is no peace.”—Jer, vi, 14.

Winisters are fearfully. guilty if they in-
“onally build up men in a false peace.
Qungt imagine any man more greatly
'ty of blood than he who plays jackal
the lion of hell, by pandering to the de-
v?d tastes of vain, rebellious man. The

P‘ yslfﬁan who e¢hould pamper a man in
g '83ase, who should feed his cancer, or

"hilt continual poison into the system,
h&l: at the same time he promised sound
Yoyl and long life—such a physician
of g, 1Ot be one half so hideous a monster
", ®ity as the professed minister of Christ
'hens- ould bid bis peopls take comfort,
. Bstead thereof, Lie naghtto be erying,
% Unto them that are at ease in Zion :
of ubled, ge careless ones.” The work
is "lae Ininistry is no child's play; it
hg,‘d bOll_r- which night dll an angels
hy:r‘dld fill the Saviour'sheart. Much
W Ve need that we may be kept honest,
Uch grace that we may not mislead
The .1 Whom we are bound to guide.
iy Dot who shouldl pretend to steer a
thoy3 " Ward its proper bhaven, but who
bithbo{neauwbile oceupy himself below
%y Mg holesin her keel that she miczht
Wy, Yould not, be a worse traitor than the
prof%::ho takes the helm of a church, and
Whi, ’ t0 be steering it towards Christ,
iy Al the while he is ruining it by di-
Uy € truth as it isin Jesus, eoncealing
%“ﬁa' le truths, and lulling men into
i l:) With soft and fluttering words, We
M Sooner pardon the assassin who
f"'hy,d ™8 forth his hand undor the auise of
Ship, and 1] . .
0 g MM then stabs us to the heart,
hw% %ould forgive the man who comes
e O3 With smooth words, telling us
- Mg ¢ ¥ God's ambassador, but ail the
: ;’;ﬁﬁh‘":emz rebellion in our hearts, and
- S while we are living in revolt
'd‘;“;;t,he majesty of heaven. gIn the gréat
'k’_hult.,en Jehovah shall Jaunch his thun-
S ‘;"’l'lethv_nks he will reserve one more
ﬁh’“&i terrible than the test, for some
tor to the cross of Ghrist, whe hes

not only destroyed himself, but led others
into hell, : .
The motive with these falsa prophets is
an abominable one. Jeremiah tells us it
was an evil covetousness, They preached
smooth things because the peopls would
have it s0; because thay thus brought grist
to their own mill, and glory to their own

names. Their design was abominable, and
without doubt, their end shall be desperate
—cast away with the refuse of mankind
These who profassed to be the precioussons
of God, comparable to fine gold, shall be
esteemed as earthen pitchers, the wark of
the hands of the potter.

But, my dear hearers, it is a lamentable
fact, that without any hireling-shepherd to
cry, ¢ Peace, peace, when there is no peace,”
men will ery that for themselves. They need
not the syren song to entice them to the
rocks of presumption and rash confidence.
There is a tendency in their own hearts to
put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter—
to think well of their evil estate and foster
themselves in proud conceit. No man is
aver tob severe with himself. We hold the
scales of justice with a very unsteady hand
when our character is in the balance. We
are too ready to say, “I amf¥ich and in-
creased in goods,” when at the same time
we are naked, and poor, and miserable. Let
men alone, let no deluder seek to deceive
them, hush for ever every false and tempt-
ing voice, they will themselves,impelled by
their own pride, run to an evil conceit, and
make themselves at ease, though God him-
self is in arms against them,

My solemn business this morning shall
be, and O may Ged help me in it, to drag
forth to the light some of yeu who have
besn pacifying your own consciences, and
have been orying, # Pgage, peacs, when
there is no peace.’ ‘ o

It is no uncommon thing with we to
meet with people who say, « Well, I-am
hanpy enough. Mv 8unsnience never tronbles
«ge. 1 -belleve it I e tg die T sheiddigl



