the Kpiscopalians of Eugland,.and the Roman Ca.
thelics of Germany, The confusion which prevails
in all lsnds profeseedly chreistizn, ariang 2n 1he one
pand (rotn the puerilities andabsurduties whichbave
been substituted for the teaching of the docirines «f
the cross, and on ihe other tiom tho valus xet upan
fhuman tredition, and human ecclennstical vrgamza.
tions, in preference (o the simple frame-work ol the
eatly church, and tho inspired teaching ol tho word
of God, hosled cvery whereto the enquiry, what
shall be done 1o xostore order in tlo religicus world!
What meanscan be employed to unite fts broken and
scattered fragmenta into one glorivus whole—inio a
churchi in which all the gracesofthe divine spirit will be
developed, nua over which Chittst aloneshull reignosite
Sovereignand Head,

The porteatious aspect of the timea comtands the
devout and wakelul intesest of every christian to pre-
pata foc the spintual conflict which is drewing noar,
Either God or man must bo chosen as our directurand
guwlo in the great watfure ol hicarts and minds, and
happy is he who takes the Gud of Jecob fur his refuga
«—who is prepated to fullow Christevon unto death.
‘The intorests which are involved In the issue of this
rnorel warfare, thopeacs of tho chuich of God, the
growth of’ divine knowledgo and hoitness 1n  {ts mem-
bers, the conversiok of mnners, the aalvation of the
wotld, and the glory of Chriat, demand the highest «f-
forta of Chrietiant philanthropky for their attamment,
The mere intercsts of party must be morged in the
jutzrests of the kingdom of God. Tho fear of man
which bringeth o snaro,~-ilie fears, hopes, and inter-
€813 of power must be put aside with all couragevus
nees inthe battles of the Lurd,  *Fear not thetn who
kill the body, but aro not adle to kilt the soul; but
{ear him who Is ablo to destroy both soul and bedy in
kell”* 4 There is one lawgiver who is able to save
and to destroy,””  * The Lord sour judge: the Lord
is ouc Lawgivers the Lord s our King ; he will save
us." Thelangungoe of our Lord and lawgiver previous
%o his death should be engraven upon the heartaof ali
swho profess his name, and should bo s a sign uponthe
hand, snd as frontléis between the eyes, that 1t may
be remembered by them for ever, ¢ He that hath my
commazdments aNp Xexexti tneM, he it is that
lozeth e and thaequally importantinstruction of the
l{ivine Spirit, * Blessed are they that douis constanp.
uxxys, that thoy may have a right tothe treo of hilo
aud gy enterin through the gatesinto the city.”

1 have, Mr. Editor, in common with all who value
the principles and blessings of the Gospel felt a high
degrec of satistection in observing the praisewoniby
efforts which you are now mahing to enlighten and
purify the portion of the Church which comes more
immediately within the reage of your influence. The
cause isone whreh is worthy of the christian, and
the manner in which you have corducted the journal
under your care—tho calin reference which you have
mude to factsand principles, aud examples from acrip-
ture, in your appeals to the intelligence of the bre-
thren, even in tho fsco of secret vituperation, and
personal calamay, commands the raspect of every
virtunus mind. ** Jf ibey have called the master of
the houss Beelzebub, much more shell they call them
of" his houschold.”

You seek to put away the crrors and evils which
have insinusted themnselves into the Church through a
departare from the. primitive organization of the Gur-
ernment established under the Aposiles of Jesua Chua,
and to do this not by references to human usages or
suthority, butio thealonajnfullible ecclesiastical stand-
ard and rule—~the word of Ged. Ihe internal working
of the laws of Blethodism—ihe deapatic resirant ast
upon the spirit of caquiry; but paniculatly the mare
public evils which have befallen us, should long mince
bave taught she Church that there has been & dopar-
tute from the broad Jing of Christian dat= otherwise
it would riot have been a proy o the wicked devices ol
politicians and statesmien as it hes been.

It requires, Mr. Editor, no superior clearness of
perception 1o discover the source of alf our difficulucs
cod disquietude. We have received for doctnines the
commandments of men, We, in common witk many
non.¢anfe mizs ehurches, have by our organization, as
* roliyions commanity, held out ss it wete & preminm
N fur worldly policy, political erratagem, xnd statg inter-

g ~ne<,and we-ought potthuvhore 1o be sugprised that
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We have calmly tolerated the concentration of 1ho en-
tire power of (he Government of the Church into one
focus distinet fromn and independent of tho membere
ship. We havo sancioned a power heving no prece-
dent in the New Testament—n power not merely to
administer laws which have been approved of by the
ccminunity as laws of Christ, but actually to legislato
tor the Church as well as togovern it.  Like Sameen,
wo have thus been shorn of the lucks ol our sirength
and have been bound, humbled, und tortured by the
Philistines.

There ato three forms of political and religions
government in the world, vnder one or tho other of
which every community is segulated; and as happi.
aces and prosperity are in no small degreo depondent
wpon the form uuder which & community exists, it
becomes & matter uf gravo and serious momant with
every Chriviian, to enquire which ofthem is mostin ace
cordance withthespitit o'thonew Teatrment—whether
the form under which we live, is consonant with
natural or revealed Jaw-—and if not, whotber it is
uot true wisdum to pause in our career, and with
unfeigned lips and & 11us heart, to offir up tho Peal-
tists’ prayer. *Shew me thy way O Lord! teach
mo thy pathe: load mo in thy teath, and teach nie
fur thou art the Gud ol my aslvation.” The threo
forms of Church Gavernment to which I bave refeered
aro, Ist. When one mind exercises undisputed, ir-
sesponsible sway over tho multiude. 2nd. SWhen
a few minds viriually unchecked, legilato fur and
conttol the body; and 3cd. When the will of the
memberahip f1eely and fully cxpressed, elects the
rulers, makes or adopts laws, and determines the
modo of sdminisiratiox for tho gvod of the cominu-
nity. 1 should perhaps tite the patience of your
readers Ofr. Editor, wete I to adduce Scripture
proofs in opposiiion to the first of these, because no
individual of ordinary intelligence, would attempt to
cstablish from tho New “ewtament, that a spinusl
despotism, which is only another name for Popery,
can have any place wuhin the Church of Jeaus
Cliriat.  But with respect to the second, the claims
of an official anstocracy—officials elected by officials
—¢, kind of usi conformist Apostolical succossion—
it is porhnps necessary, that | should particularly
allude, as it exists 8o universally in our day inalmost
all popular Churches, and is tacitly recoguized by
muny Chistians without exarcination, as sgrecably
te tho douctrites of the Gospel. Nuothing, in my
opinion, is more foreign lo the genius and apirit of
Christianiiy, than a government of this kind, in any
body professing to be & Church of Clrist; the whole
examples and tcachings of the Messinh and hiws
apostles run counterto it. Thelust of power #o cain-
mon to lailen man, was early manifested by the fol
lowers of the Redecmer, but was instantly quelled
by his authortative Jangusge. © I any man desie
to be first, the same shall bo Jast of all,’”* and by
setting & hutle ctuld 1n the nudst of them, he gavo to
tns prople 1n every sge, un expressive example of
what they shouid be, even when clothed with leguimate
authoniiy. Oa another gccasion, when asinnlar spirit
was inautfested by two of bis dusciples, sceking tositon
tns right hand, and on his feft in his kingdom; he
instanly repressed it by shewing that such a request
was the offspring of ignorance. *¢ Yeknow not wohat
yeash,” and by relercuce to the Lourdship often ex.
erciscd by earthly Governments he testified, ¢ But
4 it skall not bs so0 among you, fur wkosoever shull
Whe Chitf among you, let him be your servent ;'

anc finally, asif to present an eternal barrier toall.

Us desiss of vain.glorious supremacy among bis
followers, he presented lus own divine charaster and
cxemple, for their imitation, and a8 forming the
sirongest motive to their grateful obedience. ¢ Ecen
¢ as the son ¢f man came nol to be ministered unto,
¢ but to minster, and to give ks Ufe a ransom for
‘¢ many.” The protessed teachers of the religion of
the Bable, should, at .ve all men, yicld themselvesto
tlie Apottolic injunction, *“ Let this mind b in you,
whick was also in Christ Jesus,” **neither aslbeing
Lords.over God's herilage, but being as cnsamples to
the fluck.” There are nofords in the Church of God,
thero is no apiritoal aristocracy.  Onre iz your
wmaster ezen Cunir, and all ys &re brethren,” in
{be emphatic lengoage of Jesus to his disciples, when

arg
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his day, the proud pharisaic aristoeracy which had
sprung up among tho Jows,
‘Lhe concentrarion of power in the persons of a fow
Ingdvwiduals, enabling them ta ovorrule God's heritage,
is therefore most manilestly contrary 10 the spiit of
the Gospel, and opposed aliketo the example and com-
mend of Christ, and his wnspired apostios ; und the
retention of such power in opposition to the nghtful
claims of tho nemberhip of' a Christian Community,
w « uscrpation of the placs which ehould alone be
accupicd by the Head of the Church ; and in fact, is
opn reboilion ngainst him,

\When the venerable Mr, Wealey, began bis labours
of reformation, 1tis woll known thut he had no ne
tention whatever of seceding trom the National Es-
tablishment, but lis design was, 1f possible, to spirl.
tualize the working of that corrupted brauch of An.
tichrist, Wo beliove that ho hed no intention of
rearing a new superstruciure upon a scripiueal foun.
dntion, and indeed it 19 quoted by a censin author
fram tho munutes of tho British Conferenco, vol. 1,
puge 58, thatin carrying out tho reformtion which
he originated, **he went on Irom step to step, ime
pelled nut by a plan or purpose of his own, but by
\be pressure of ciscumstauces.’”” In short, be informs
us, that the cconomy of Methodiam, does not owe
its exwience to sn examination of the new Testament,
1o ascentain what 19 tho Scrptural plan ot Church
Government, but to a train of providential cireum.
stancesover which he and his friends had no control.”
Indeed, it is well known, thet until withw the [ast
year or {100, the Briush Cpnference would not recog-
nize the conuection under the pame of a Churchy
Lelieving as Mr. Wesley did, in the Scriptural autho.
ity for tho foundstion of the hicrarchy, and viewing
themsclves ouly s a purer section of that canhly
colloseus, Tho peuple knew the goodness of Mr.
Wesley'e motives, thay loved Inm asa father, had
the fullest confidence 1n his known wisdom and in-
tegnty ; and Lemg very unwillng to griovo or offend
tim, permitted him to do every thing he thought
best, but thiagave him no right but whatwes founded
on the will of the people. lndeed, Mr. Wesley
neve claimed sny nght to the power which he exer-
cised, but what was purely personal ; he, being tha
porson who under God, had raisod the societies,
formed their plan of discipline, and from the incapa-
pacity of the people n theirinfant state, itjhad gradu.
ally grown up 1o the autbonty and power which o
pussissed, ‘These wero tho grounds on which he
founded Ius claun to power over tho preachers and
the people. But the notion of ius transferring his
right fo govern as he pleased, to olhers after his
death, never entered hus head. The claun therefore
sot up by whe Gonferonce, of whenung from Mr.
Wesley, what coutd noi bo transferred, ia idle, absutd,
and founded 1 a apint of usurpauon. Mr. Wesley,
reigned 1n fus day, as an absolute monarch over the
poaple; and even a free Conference, a meeling of all
tho preschers, by whom all matiers ehould bo tegu-
lated, waa zefused by lim. At first be mened hip
“ helpera’ to advise with fuim, but alterwards, when
they wucreased tn number, bo invited only such as ks
chose; but with respect 1o a fice Conjerence, he ro-
marked, ** itis possible after my death, something of
this kind may teke place, but nol while I lige.”’

1a 1784, about six years before his desth, ho exe-
cuted a deed of declaration, constituting onehundred
of the travelling preachers thorein named, and their
successors for ever, ‘‘the Conference of the people
called Methodists,’”” with power to 6ill up vacancics
in tseir body. Tho design of this act was to give a
legal definition to the phrase *Tho Confercnco of
the people called Methodists,” which iz inserted in
alt the deeds of the ¢ preaching houses ™ or chapels
the property of which was vested alone in Mr. Wes.
ley. The Conference at its first meeting not only
took possesston of ell the Chapel property, but as.
sumed also the nght to control the body by power,
a8 Mr. Wealey had done, chiefly by his moral influ.
ence aver the people. The Societies in London and
other places, afier Mr. Wesley’s death, sent letters,
$texpressing in general and respectful terms, the opi-
nion of the people respeciing the plan which might be
pursued,” but their sddresses were destroyed without
perusal ! and the first President, in a letterto one of
the preachers, remerked ¢ Tho Conference must be

absolute masters.” I need bardly remark, Mr. Edi.




