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gencral condition-the acuvity of the hceit, the
respiration, and the appetite. They are not indi-
catcd in cases where there is obstinate v'omiting,
nor %v'here collapse is imminent, nor w'hiere throîw-
bosis is associated with sepsis. The value of this
method of treatmient can be better appreciateci if
it is consiclerccl that sepsis mecans a struggle for
the înastery, betwcen the celîs of the tissues of the
body and the microbes %vhich have invacled themii.
TI'ie plan of treatnicnt îvhich the author bais indi-
cated bas for its ohject the fortifying of the bocl to
enable it to i)ass through this strîîggie siccessfully-.
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he following àre notes froni a paper on the
above subjeet, b)' J-enry O. Marcy, A.M., Mv.]).,
Boston, read at the Wlashington International Mc-Idi-
cal Congress. At the outsct he culogizeci Ercolani
of Bologyna, for this, his most famnous work on the
placental developiient in î'ertebrates. The studly
of this subject goos back to the timies of Maîphegi
in the fifteenth centuîy. Ercolani starting with
the differentiation of the nîucous mnenbrane andi
its glamidular structure, exaniined. the structure in
ail the species possible to be obtained.

'l'le placenta is ordinarily sub-divided. into, dif
fused, m;ultiple and sing/ee. 'Tle simiplest formi is
fourid iii the mare. Over the wvhole surface of thc
uterus iii this animal. there is developecl a series of
secretirig glands of follicular charact-er. and into
these it is easy to trace the villi of the foetal portion
of the placenta. A foetal. vilius is littie m-ore than,
a vascular ioop covered îvii epithclium. 'Tle
glanclular follicle is equally simple iii anatomical
construction, and also I inecl wi th epithieliiiuin, the
one a villus of secretion, the other of absorption.

'l'le multiple phiceîîta of the cov offers the
siniplest fori-- of this kind, conon to rumnin-
ants. The gilandular miaternai orgyan is niodifieci
here, w'bich consists siniffly iii tic uterini- folli-
dles beingr placed parallel with the surface and
supcrimiposed, upoii eachi other iîîsteacl of beingfZ
dissemninatecl verticaiîy over the %vlhole internai
uterine surface as iii the diffused. In the dog ancd
cat the follicles are extraordinariiy eloîîgated iîîto
tubular gl1ands, as it iere, which arc closely packed
against tue foetal villi.

In the lhuman 3pecies aill tlîat relates toý the forni
itself of a giandular follicle is completely lost, but

the fundaînental parts of a secreting orgain, that is
to say the waU s and colis, i a word tlic gland, and
its secretions, arc persistent. 'l'le fuinction of nu-
trition of thc foetus is iii ail the miorphiogical vari-
ations carricci on by, thc sine process.

In wvomlan the mucous mem brane is recluccd to
ru simiple layer of epithelial. colis, ancl %vith inprcg-
nation therc is a proliferation and dlestruction of
these celis oî'er the entire surface of the uterus..
This destructioni is necesbary because this is Nyhat
facilitates the scting Up of the neo-forniativ'c
chianges fromi which ivill restîlt the miaternai por-
tion of the placenta. Thus the formation of the
cleciclua anci the placenta is dite neithier to a tuie-
faction nor to a transformation of previousiy exist-
ing, aniatomnical elemients.

T1'le nea-forînative process of the maternai por-
tion of the placenta, d1ccidua so/ina, consists in
the production- of new vessels wvhich are distin-
gfuishiec fromi the ordinary uterine v'essels ; fiîst, the
arterial as well as the venous vessels hiave only a
simple endotlielial %vall ; second, on the external.
surface of their walls is eiaborated a layer, more or
lcss thick, of special ceils not sel)arable fromi tlm-
waii of the vessel. These aire the so-called clecîd.--
,ual or Placental colis.

What the oîigin is of the celîs entering into the
formation of the miaternaI portion of the placenta
bas long,, been a miatter of doubt ; Turner, Owvet
and KollIiker touch the question, but i n)perfectly.

The simple elernentary forni of the rnaternat,
portion of the placenta is recognîýzecl, and is main-
tt',ed throughout the whole perioci of gestation in
theciuterus of certain viviparous fîshies.

Ti'Ie mianner in wh ichi the relation between the
two parts is established ma), be by simple proxiiin-
ity, contact; or b)' intinmate cohesion. When the
relation is that of simple nearness the niatcrnal
portion of the placenta nmanifcstly prescrits the
forin of a glandular orgYan and lias its limitation by-
the repetition of secretory î'îlli up)0f the inner sur-
face of the uteruis, whlich, uniting v.ith each other in
various ways give rise to the foriîiation of crypts or
glanclular follicies, single or coîn2ouncl, into, whicli
enter the absorbent villi of thev chorion. Wh7leii
the relation is more intimiate aid an adherence

L<kes place between the two ,)arts before menà-
tioned, as in the single placenta, the glanidular
character is conccaied. by the fac, of tie. adhesion,
but the fundamentai character remiains constant.


