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amn d the conditions of healtli. Thie greater
prevalence of the disease among the ricli
than amongr the poor can probably be
explained in this manner. According to a
a French observer, the proportion of
cancer in the wealthy classes is about 106
in 1,000, in the poor classes it is 72 in
1,000 ; or at a rate in the former case of ten
per cent, and in the latter of seven per cent.
Now, curious as it niay seem, cancer is met
with in the lower animais; and it bas been
said to prevail more frequently among those
whicli are fleshi-eaters than those which are
]îerb-eaters. It bas been stated by the late
Dr. Crisp, who had good opportunities of
judging, that cancer is by no means an un-
common disease among the domesticated
animaIs, wbile in wild animais and uncivil-
ized man it is rare. In 230 also of the
quadrumana which bie had examined there
were no traces of cancer. T[hus the inférence
to be drawn frein these statements appear to
be plain. I[t is almost conclusive that the
habits of life, either in man or the lower
animaIs, are concerned in the production, or
at least in the predisposition, to cancer. The
surrouindings, it is conceivable, of? an autocli-
thonic existence do nlot include influences
wbîch favor the production of the disease ;
consequently, in uncivilized man the disease
is rare. It is, however, difflerent when man
becomes civilized, for then the predisposing,
if flot exciting, causes corne into plwy. and
man bas entered an area of life iii whîcli the
(liseuse bas acquired not only a pronouneed
but an augrnenting fatality. And the sanie
is true of animais. Now, as far as we know
ut present, cancer bas not a zymotic origin
in other words, it (loes not arise from any
micro organismi or " germ." Tt is couse-
quently neither infections nor coutagious.
Cancer, in short, can neither be "ceanght"
nor ' iveu." I tcommiences de novo in eachi
individual. whom it attacks. '[bure is, more-
over, no sucli thing as anything cuncerous
being transmitted from parent to child in
the cases in which the dtiseuse occurs in one
and the other. It is possible to inhurit a
predisposition to cancer-that is, if cancer
appears. in a family;* the memburs may be
said to possess a liability to the disease, but
practically this statement does not convey
witb iii much .ignificance, because, until the
disease becomes manifest, no person can be
said to bie cancerous, inasmucli as lie dous
not inbWrit tho diseuse, but simply the
liability to it. We are confronted with the

problemn of how te limit the frequency of the
disease, and the difficulty of this is apparent
in view of the fact that we know aimost
nothing of its origin. Cancer, as 1 bave
saione as ae diseaegichs it stands almost

aloe' s adieas whehincreases with our
prosperity, and, while our bealth laws are
raising the standard of public bealth, the
mortality from cancer stands forth as a bMot
upon the resuits, detracting iu part at least
fri-an the measure of the success that has thug
f ar becn obtainied. Observation bas shown
,fhat cancer bas a certain geographical dis-
tribution. It prevails extensively in sonie
parts of the globe, and is scarcely known in
others. For instance, it la met with i most
largely in the central parts of Europe, but
in the extreme nortb of this continent the
inhabitants enjoy au almost complete im-
murnty from cancer. Tt is stated to he un-
known ln the Faroe Islands, wbile in Ice-
land in one year it proved moitai in only
thirty-seven cases ont of 50,000 inliabitants,
or ln a proportion of 0.07 to 1,000. With
reference to Englani& in this connection,
Englishmen may be regarded as uinfortunate
for within the guogra phical area of these
islands cancer asserts largely malignant and
fatal influence. It afflicts mankiud chiefly
at an age ut wbicb, by unîversal consent,
life is best enj oyed. Many and vai ions have
been the attempts devised to combat the in-
evitable fatality of its accession. The gleain
of liglit, liowever, which bas shed sorne
radiancy ov'er the gloominess of cancer,
cornes froin surgery. It may be saîdl of lie
surgury of the present day that butter results
are obtained fi-oui the surgical treatuient of
cancer tbani was lîrobably the case in uny for-
mer age. Some opurations are now being prac-
ticed whicli bitlieî to were not considered
justifiable,' owiug to the want of suiccess
whicli followed their performance. Others,
bave lately been iitrodquced, the practirâbility
of whichli as proved the wisdoni of their
conception. Suflurers frorn cancer wlio
formnerly wvould not bave been relieved. are,
in the present day, benefltîng froin tlie ap-
plication of the principles of scientific sur-
gery. Years of life-somne years at least-
and the mitigatioL of much physical and
mental suffering, faîl to the lot of surgeons
to coufer. Even the stomacb, which in the
male after a certain uge com monly beconies.
the seat of cancer, bas been dealt with, and
a portion of it removed whicb was diseased,
tic resuit being favorable in so fir as siifler-
ilig was relieved and life prolonged.


