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ANGRENE FOLLOWING THE EXTER.
NAL USE oF carBoLIC ACID.

By J. b. KELLOCK, M.D., PERTH, ONT.
Havin

8 been called upon to amputate two
geTSo

°110w'n N account of their .com;.)lete destru'ction,
pr°p0seg the use of ca!.rbohc acid as a} lotion, I
Specia) to call attention to the subject, more
the irey as the acid was, in each case, used under
Clons of a physician, somewhat loosely

. At will often be noticed, that when any

brigy . “Specially some new remedy attains a cele-
tion, n forms the subject of much commenda-
newsm discussion in the mFdical world, that the
ties, angers Copy reports of its wonderful proper-
10 matter how potent the agent may be,

Teg; 08 it is duly installed into the domestic
Chlgy. Menta, I this way bromide of potassium,
Terye dies i’drate, carbolic acid, and oth.er new
eve Wis ave come to be popularly prescribed by
or femal € old woman and a.m.ateur doctor, male
e v, € The patent medicine men also, who
on On the lookout for something new, seize
Sician,:e POte-nt .remedies, and stealing some phy.-
Doy, d presc.rlptlon, set to work at once to com-
q .. 20d give to the world, the wonderful cure-
its 5, i:’:g it. some high sounding name, and be
O.r b ony; PnflCIple arsenic, strychnia, phosphorus,
timg n ¢, it matters not, the thing takes for a

Sin 'S swallowed wholesale.

Chieg € Carbolic acid has attained such a notoriety

by c Under Prof, Lister’s antiseptic treatment, it

%lutig:le to be looked upon as a remedy for all
g ¢ Of continuity in skin muscle and bone,

My, disinfectant purposes may be found in
y l"O‘lses.

obj : . : .
Ject however is to give some illustrations

of its destructive powers when incautiously used.
About six years ago a gentleman brought his
daughter aged nine years, some twenty miles, to
consult me about an injury which she had sustaine
ed in one of her fingers. Whilst playingwith a straw-
cutter along with other children, the finger had
passed between two cog-wheels, bruising the soft
parts and bone down to the first joint. The medi.
cal man who was called in to dress the wound, ap-
plied to it some strong carbolicacid,and wrapped up
theinjured part in arag.  On removing the dressing
in a day or two the whole finger was completely
blackened and withered, in fact dead. Annoyed
at such an unlooked for result, the child was
brought to me and under the thigolene spray the
finger was removed.

A lady who undertook to decapitate a chicken
preparatory to making some fow! soup for an in-
valid husband, unfortunately missed her aim and
very nearly severed the top of her left middle
finger. The doctor who was in attendance on her
husband, directed carbolic acid lotion to be applied.
A quantity of the acid having by the “rule of
thumb ” been poured into half a teacupful of water
formed the wash saturated with which a rag was
bound round the injured finger, Next day on re-
moving this dressing the parts which it had en-
veloped presented a bleached appearance, they
were also numb and paimdess. This wag very soon
followed by a blackening of the skin and a shriv-
elling of the whole finger. When I saw the finger
five weeks afterwards, the line of demarcation was
complete, nature’s process of amputation slowly
going on near the base of the finger, I accord-
ingly anticipated this process by the knife and
forceps, removing the mortified portion. No
doubt similar cases have been met with by others
in practice. They certainly ought to serve as a
lesson to guard against the incautious use of a val-
uable agent, for apart from the disfigurement,
especially in the case of a lady, the pain and an-
noyance, the loss of even a finger is by no
means a slight one.

The caustic and local anzsthetic properties of
carbolic acid, may however be turned to practical
account in the practice of surgery, such as in oper-
ations about the rectum, the skin, opening whit-
lows, abscesses, and probably for the destruction of
nazvi and small tumors,




