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TH4E TRIAL 0F THE CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS.

In the case of the death of WVallace Goodfellowi the grand jury made
the folloxving recommendation:

"WTC believe th."t the matters involved are of sufficient importance
to warrant a reconu-nendation to the Ontario Legisiature that an enquiry
be made into the whole matter, so that the law may be made explicit as
to the riglits of ail parties concerned."

After a full and thorough trial, the counsel for the defendants pres-
ented bis arguments to the jury.

Mr. DuVernet, in the course of a vehement reply, laid stress on the
danger wvhich would resuit if Christian Scientists were allowed to practise
their doctrines -without reference to the law. Christian Scicntists held,
he said, that a person wvitI smiallpox hiad not a disease. It was a delusion.
Suppose that person went out in that condition and mixed withi other peo-
pie. If it wvere allowed it wvould lead to sickness and death and plague in the
community. Mvr. DuVernet comimented on the attitude of Mrs. Stewart,
Who, holding the opinions she did, yet admitted she sent for a doctor
w.vhen her child \vas born. Furtber, that xvhen Mrs. Stexvart's biusband
'vas in his last illness tbree doctors \vere called in. It appeared that these

people, xvhen ricb, did not take the risk of losing those near and dear to
thern, but.when others less well off were concerned they were not so par-

ticular. Mr. DuVernet referred to the fifth chapter of St. Luke and the
3lst verse in answer to Mrs. Stewart's contention that there was noth-
in- in the Bible about doctors. This verse reads, "Tbey that are wvhole

need not a physician, but they that are sick. " Christian Science treat-
mient, he said, was not recognized by the lawi.

Mr. Justice Magee, in his charge to the jury, said the question for

thenm to decide 'vas, did these defendants conspire to deprive 'Wallace
Goodfel1owv of the necessaries of life? And it wvas for them to decide

wbat the "necessaries" \vere under the circumstances.

Speaking of Christian Science, bis lordship said that, thougb cures

bave been brouglit about by Christian Science, there was no case wherc

the mind had cured actual organie disease, such as smnailpox, or cancer.

No doubt, tfi mmd liad a certain influence over the body, and when flic

mmid 'vas at rest that condition gave nature a chance to throwv off disease.

J-e asked the jury to consider the difference in the evidence of Mrs. Stewv-

art and ,that of Dr. Johinson. He described the ulcers on tbe intestines

and the other sym-ptomis. Did she kzno'v anything of these? If not, how

could suie hope to cure tbem"? 'WTouid vou believe,1' bis lordship asked,
dithat by tiingii- you could drive away an ulcer? Does that appeal

to your conimon sense? Have these people shown evidence of such or-
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