
Stricture of the Urethra. 5

occaions, attempted to relieve or cure the urhrial contra:tion by
graduai diatation; but so uniyielding was the interstitial deposit
throvn out around the diseased part, and, withal, so excessive was
the irritability of the urethra-severe rigors and fCever folloing
eve.y attempt to introduce an instrument--that the Dr. deemued it
better practice to abandon this procedure, and seek for pertanent
relief, by e\ternal incision.

Tise patient was brought to the Hospital for the double purpose of
greater conveniene and betterattendance, and -r a few days pre-
vious to the operation bis systeim wras brought into as favorable a
condition as posiible.

On the day above stated the operation was proceedcd with.
Tie patient being perfectly ana:sthetized, and placed in the propar
position-that is, as for lithrsmy-it was found that neither a
Syme's staff, noreven tlà ,sallest bougie, could be made to penetrate
the stricture. It became necessary, therefore, to resort to "tihe
operation without a staf," which is knowin as the " boutonniere
operation." For this purpose a full.sized catheter iras introduced
into the urethra as far as possible, that the point mnight serve as a
guide by which to fud the urethral opening; down upon this, sec-
tion was made, and continued backwards for a short distance in the
mesial tine, that an opportunity might be given to effect an entrance
into the urethr.

By patient perseverance and dexterous management, a grooved
director wasu then passed through the wouind in the urethra, back-
wvards tow-ards the bladder, and upon this the stricture was divided,
till the large catheter which hiad been passed throught the penis, and

brought out at the external wound could also be passed into the
bladder. The discharge of a quantityof urine declared the entrance
of the instrument, and gave assurance that the work, was accom-
plished. The catheter was fastened in position by tapes, in the
usal manner, snd the wsound left to heal by granulation. There
had been no bleeding of any account, and consequently the dressing
iras of the simplest foras.

The catheter wis allowed to remain in the bladder for forty-
eight houes, at the end of which tinte it was ;nmoved, and passed
afterwards only at intervas oftwo or three days. Very little dl.ficulty
has attended its subsequent introduction, and the chief suffering
which has been complained of by the patient was a pain in the right


