fue ORIGINAL CuUMMUNIC AT IONN,

that when cases of suill pox were adanded mto the Quarantine Hos-
ptal—specrally appropriated for that diseuse, I snowtd apply the pure
mtrate of silver to the pustules after puncturs,® s hewg, he beheved,
particularly successiul us an cetrotic. 1did so, in two or three easces,
and the application proved suceessful,go far as leaving no pits wherever
the nitrale of sitver had beenapplicd, bt in eases of u contluent churac-
ter, Isoon discovered that the writavon ad pain produced by the caus-
tic onnn extended surface, was too severe to become w very desirable
application, 1n the view of establishing its propiicty ag ~n cctrotic or
abortive.

In the oarly part of this season, having adimitted somw caser of smatl
pox into hospitul, 1t was suggested by Dr. Douglas (and to whom, it
would apspear, it had also Leen suggested ) that a solution of the nitrate
of silver, of vnie drachm tolthe oz. of water, was the best means to prevent
puting, when applied at various stuges of the disease, whether previous
toor after maturation of the pustule. [ resorted to this method,although
{ully convinced that the sooner the solution could be applied after the
appearance of the exuption, the greuter tha chance of speadily urresting
the development. T made the essuy on two cases—brother and sister
—on both of whom, the pustules, then confluencing with each other,
nad already maturated.  In the latter, it may be remarked, that the
whole body, as well as the mucous membrane of the mouth, throat, and
neck, were confluent, In the furmer, the trunk and lower extremities
were diserete.  Tapplied the solution twice, two days intervening ; the
fourth day after the last painting, I perceived a shr lling and drying
apof the pustules; desquamation spontaneously followed ; all constitu-
tioml symptoms disappearing ; appetito returning ; and, in a fow days,
convalescence estallished, and when discharged, which occurred two
weeks after, scarcely, if any pittings could be discovered.

Shortly afier, two other cases—adults—presented themselves in nearly
the incipicnt stage, i.e., the eruptions were searcely papular; both of
which, however, from the constitutional symptoms. would have proved
severe cages.  The solution was applied twice, and in une, three times
~—three days intervening., 1 svon perceived that all intlammatory
action, puffing of the face, kc., whenever it had been applied, had been
subdued, and apparently arrested ; both patients became in a few days
convalescent,and when leuviang the hospital, the tace, neck, &c., bore
no appearance f pitting.

1 cannot, however, conclude this imperfect sketch of my experience

® An almost endles< operation in confluent small pox,—~A. V. [.



