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sane. The fact of a lady talking lasciviously in public wiould be good
l evidenco of insanity, not>so in the case of a prostitute.

Caás of mental disorder ivhere no delisions exist and -vhere the
'patirWs acts.are not manifestly due to insan ity are the niost difficult
of ait dian . Qe nay be called in to see a man wliose only
synptomîs)are a change in character, habits and conduct. Everything
theniill depend upon the opportunities von nay have hac' to roeognize
the hngeinthe individual. If one can say, of his own knowledge,
that a patient, lias comlpletely altered in a comparatively short time,
'without9obvious or adequate cause, it is perhaps the strongest assertion
he can make in support of the opinion that he is insane.

A certificate is strengtliened in proportion to the care shown in its
constr-uctiori. One should be careful, therefore, in giving the facts
to avoid stating' vhat is valueless, and equally careful to omit nothing
of vaiue, saying' it in as precise but brief a manner as possible. State-
monts that go to ,prove sanity should be carefully excluded, yet fre:-
quently. we sec 'such phrases as, "l He lias no delusions," ".-le is not
dangerous " 'or, "THe talks quickly but sanely." Al sucli statemeits
tend to show that :th1e 'patient is' sane, not insane.

Let -me here cite some sainples of cortificates that I have been obliged
to refuse. "From .bis peculiar actions and conversation, being con-
stantly talking on subjects that persons in a proper state of mind would
ndt do." If some 'of the peculiar actions had been described, and
some of the conversation recorded, this certificate inight lave passed
inuster. .Another read Lsiniply, "'Manner and appearance." The man-

er aüd appearance were not described, and .no fact whatever pointing
' insanity mentioned. .Another equally valueless, and almost equally
br ef, reaci, "Violent fits of insanity. H'lias been insane before." TPhis
!crtificate ha.ving been refused; the physician filled ont another as fol-
lows: "Very violent, taiing veryviolently and saying he was not
insane.' Needless to say, this ias also rejectcd, and a rather sharp
letter sent to the doctor. It had the desired effeet, and brought me
'the following excellent certificate, "-When, examined lie talked boister-,
ously, wialking up and down the room, kicking over the chairs. Said
because the Lord lad appointed him to judge the world his people
called him crazy, but he was straiglit as I was, ,and he would prove
it to their sorrow by making an end of some of tliem." ' Had the doc-
tor furnished this in the first 'place, as he' should and' evidently could
have done, 'he would have avoided the appearance of ignorance, I would
have been saved a great deal of trouble, the' friends would have been
saved expense, and the patient' would have been admitted several days
sooner.


