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type sclected had been especially large, in order that -no straining of, the
eyes miglit remind tlicin of low mucli the departing ycars wrcre takiiig
away froni them. This was a story told by the kindly old pagan philo-
sopher of the dcclining years, the declining ycars in the -sense perhaps
that one is conpelled to decline all the good things and yet find iuauy
subjects for consolation in the yeais as they go.

Dr. Osler, in replying, said that lie could not but feel that the
happiness which came to him in the iidst of all these manifestations
of friendship was undeserved. He felt that he had been singularly
blessed in the friends that he had imade. He would yield to no man who
claiied to have more or botter friends than lie had, and for this lie could
only say, "God be praised ! " If success consists, ho said, in getting what
one wants, and bcing satisfied with it, then, indeed, success had been
his since friends so precious had cone to him. Always, however, there
liad been the feeling of lack of desert of the privileges that had cone.
When the invitation to present himnsclf as a candidate to the positiou
of clinical medicine at Philadelphia reached hlh at Leipzig, Dr. Osler
was inclined to think it must be a joke. He was not sure with regard
to it until two weeks later a cablegrani reached him to meet Dr. Weir
Mitchell in London. Boston measures men by brains, it is said, New
York by bawbecs, and Philadcelphia by breeding. 'It was Mitchell's
task to test his breeding. He did so by having him cat cherry pies,
and noting how he disposed of the stones. As Osler disposed of- them
discrcetly the breeding question was settled. Friends had spoken .dar-
ing the evening of his influence on Philaclelphia. What he felt as one
of the nost precious things in his life was the influence of Philadel-
phians on himî. To have been the colleague of such greaf' nen as
Pepper and Lecidy and Agnew and Aslurst, was of itself' a iberal edu-
cation in imedicine, a suggestive influence in meclical oeducatioi and in
teaching, whose power could not be exaggerated. At Johns Hopkins
there had come the opportunity to do for America what had been so
well donc in Germany, to make a great tcaching clini.' If he 'had' ac-
complished anything, he felt it was by the introduction of Teutonic
metliods into American medical education.

Dr. Osler, continuing, said that even, on an occasion like this lie
'felt that he must say a word with regard to the hospital opportunities
tlia.t are being wasted in America. In. every town of 50,000 inhabit-
ants in this country, there could be a good .medical clinic from iwhich
would b issuing regularly distinct contributions to nedical progress.
For tiis. however, there miust be a change in hospital equipment and
methois of annointient. If a few men guidIed flie clestinies of hos-
pitals instead of many, and if fhey were not too often the bone of


