
.900 PATERSON-COCAINE ANALGESIA BY LUMBAR PUNCTURE.

have examined reports, no deatbs could be attributed to the cocaine,
althouigh in one or two there were alarmingr Symptos.

Goldan, of Xew York, reports ilie following case (Phil. Med. Jour-
nal, Novem:ber 3, 1900), Mrs. L., in labour. Nornal preseniation.
Analgesia to buttocks shortly after puncture. There soon followed
vomiting, retching, profuse perspiration, dry mouth and muscular
treimiors. Pulse rose to 140, respirations to 60. She had every symp-
tom of shiock for nbout 10 iinutes. After the placenta was deliver-
ed she weit into collapse, vas blanched and pulse imperceptible. . She
was intveried1, and a hot saline eneia given, after which she gradually
improved. For two days she had severe headache, which was not re-
lieved by medication.

Hlopkins, of Brooklyn, reports anôthcr case (Phil. Med. Journal,
NLovemnber 3, 1900) iii which there was no analgesia produced by the
cocaine, and ether ivas adninistered, but had to be stopped owing'to
ihe condition of the patient. Pulse, 160, respiration· feeble, pupils di-
)ated, treiulousness of body and vomiting. At times the heart al-
nost stopped. Three pints of saline solution were injectd into the

brachial Vein, and two pints into the rectum. Strychnine and nitro-
glycerine were given hypod1ermielly. It took six hours work ta bring
the patient around, and for ten days she hai frequent sinking spells
with general clepression.

Carrière and Vanverts report a case in which no analgesia was pro-
duced, but toxie syimptoms with violent headache, vertigo and, vomit-
ing came on, gradually disappearing in ten days (L'Echo Med.- du Nord,
May 19, 1901) W. G. Macdonald, of Albany, N.Y., gives the follow-
ing report (Med. Rec., .December 1, 1900.) Patient a hard, drinker.
Under cocaine becane cyanotic, profuse cold perspiration, respiration.
C0 Io 80. pupils clilated, no pulse at wrist, involuntary evacuations.
Recoverv after two hou-trs. One out of the first 125 cases reported .by
Tuffler, died with symîptoins of asphyxia.

lacoviceanu-Pitesci, of Bluclarest, says that three of his cases, -out
of 125. showed signs of intoxication that endangered. life. and that
necessitated artificial respiration and subeutaneous injection s of ether,
and hhat he knows of two deaths in Roumania following the lunbar
injection of cocaine (La Semainmie Médicale. August S, 1900.)

It is well known that some people have an idiosyncrasy for cocaine,
and it is impossible to tell who those people arc before using it, so
that what is a sufficient dose to produce a safe analgesia in one per-
son is enough to eninger another's life. Many dangerous symptoms,
and soine deaths have occurred fromii the subcutaneous injection of co-
caine. Another fact to remember is that when once the cocaine is


