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Uniformity in Composition.
[Selected from our Scrap Book.)

Unlft.)rmity in Composition is of great consequence in
Qm.ng.“p of type; for by attention being paid by the
Or to this matter, the pages of a work are often
a In appearance, and the time of the reader saved
mﬂflderable extent. It is a good practice, where
i.‘“::ﬁ“‘ncmar style is to be observed, for the foreman to
well gy ted or written instructions to the compositors as
r‘!m %o the readers. Some houses have a totally dif-
Raip Style of using capitals and points to another ; some,
aver Mff wide spacing, while others maintain that an
zie thick space is sufficient throughout the line.
type i:‘fs, where a volume is to be reprinted, and the
““"‘Rm nfe\vhat thicker in set than that used by the
10 gey i Printer, the ord'er goes forth to space close, so as
e Within the requxred limits.
aceg :“W of a printer who would rather see a widely-
"Edne than submit to a word being divided ; and
as leaded matter to be double-thick-spaced, or
L w, m“f?h as an en quad and thick space between the
Wy gis ‘:Vlthin sight of this office was another, where
l'ﬁ . Vislon of a word was allowed —provided it was a
iy te One—rather than the line should exceed thick
ﬁ"re: Even such a word as “John-ny” was con-
. Passable, with the ‘“‘ny” turned over into the
tw We were brought up in the first-named of
. Vo h°“ses, and had been so accustomed to wide
ie. S all through our apprenticeship, that it became
g u::“{al to us to adopt the same system elsewhere ;
Wiy - Stances led to our being employed in the last-
‘h‘ d‘::ﬁce, and the first ““take” of copy which fell to
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12t whoever had set-up the matter thus, *“ with
Pigeon-holes between the words,” was to be dis-

we took great care to study the style of the heuse and
act up to it. We have mentioned this circumstance to
show how varied are the regulations of different offices.
With regard to Capitals. Some hquses keep the caps.
down as much as possible, whilst others will use them
very frequently. Houses where religious books are
printed, make it a rule to cap. such words as He, His,
Him, Whom, &c., when alluding to the Deity; in ad-
dition to these capitals, High Church Works especially
are found with Gop, Curist, HoLy GHosT, and all
words referring to the Trinity, in small caps., and, some-
times, where extra emphasis is desired, a copious use of
italic and capitals is indulged in; but it causes the page
to have more the appearance of an advertisement, instead
of the neatness which should always grace the text of a
volume. )

Then as to Figures. How frequently do we see the
age of a man in figures at the commencement of an
article, whilst further on it is put in words. This arises
from the carelessness of both the compositor and the
reader. Some houses prefer the ages of persons, or any
other numbers, unless in statistical matter, in words
rather than figures. Others prefer a liberal use of figures |
to save space. Some, again, adopt the plan of putting
all numbers under a hundred in words, and all over a
hundred in figures. But newspapers generally stick to
the plan of putting all numbers under ten in figures : this
often has a very disagreeable look to a person of taste.
‘Now figures, unless in tabular matter, do not improve
the beauty of composition: on the contrary, like a too
liberal use of capitals, they produce a certain ugly promi-
nence that destroys the effect of the page. What can
look worse than the following example, which is similar
to others frequently met with in the columns of a news-
paper, and is a style which we decidedly object to. After
giving the details of a dreadful accident and loss of life,
the report gives a list of persons who perished, with their
ages, viz:i—
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62; Ellen Smith, 10; Cornelius Smith, eight; Arthur
Smith, two. There were 10 others injured, nine of whom
are but slightly hurt. .

Why not have put all the ages in figures? The para-
graph would have been more uniform, and looked far
better. Our opinioa is, that figures should be avoided as
much as possible, excepting in such pars. as the one we
have quoted, and other statistical matter and tables; but
if they are used, the system should be adopted through-
out an article—in fact, throughout a work—whatever the
number may be, whether one or a thousand. '

We have been led to make these remarks from the
various styles which we find casual hands adopt when
occasionally called in to assist, and the careless manner
in which the majority of them perform their work. It
shows plainly, that for a man to be a thorough composi-




