JOURNAL OF

EDUCATION.

Volume 1.

Montreal, (Lower-Canada) May 1857.

NO‘ 4.

SUMMARY.—Euveation : The Collezes of Canadi,—The Laval University. (continucd
from onr last) by Hon Pierre Chauvean — Parental Discipiine.~1he Shghied
Scholar. =Previlent taste i Readig,—Sciesest s Notes o the. Natura) History of
the Mountain of Montreal.—Home Sickness.—Poxrry ; The Watclunan's Sung. —
Orr1eiar Noticss Diplomas granted by the Catholic Board of Fxaminers of the
instrictof Quehee.—By the Catholic Board of Exaniaers of the District of Montreat
~Hiy the Buard ol Exasuners tor the Dutnct of Onawn.—Second Convoration of
Teachers of the As<ncinttion of ‘Feachers canuected with the Laval Normal School
=Notes to Schoul Comnusnoners and Ihrectors of College  and Academies =T
Pagt Masters.—Situation Wanted —Donatians to the Labrary of the Department.—
Eutroriat: Inauguration of the Laval Dormal Schoal at Quebee.~'Teacher’s Con-
fetence at Quebee.—~Teachers? Fostival at Quebiee.~Moxtury StMMary,—Woon
Cers ¢ Porteast of Mgr., de Lavat,—Plan of the Laval Universzity and of the Seminary
‘{ll'Qllwl}:Lc.—lllnsxranon; 10 the Notes on the Natural History of the Mountam of
Moute

EDUCATION.

—e—m.

THE COLLEGES OF CANADA.
1.
The Laval University.
_ (Continued from our last.)

The stone building which was erected by Mgr., Laval, in
1678, although twice visited by fire,1s stil m existence 3
it fonms the centre part of the plan which we pubhsh this
day, and runs between the college and the wing over wiieh
is written the word “ Séminaire®; it is known under the
name of the Old Seminary. Part of the college also dates
from that period.

The corporation of the Seminary of Quebee was, at that
time, very different from what it is now. The Seminary
was entrusted with most of the rectories, and recerved the
revenues of the same ; but the rectors were, also, to be sup-
ported by the Seminaay, and, when worn out and super-
annuated, they were entirely to he maintained at the ex-
pense of the institution. Several rectors or curés were far
from coinciding in the views of the bishop in that respect,
and some insisted on being permancutly provided for. The
King was appealed to, and a Royal Ordinance was promul-
gated, which gave rise to the question of the permunency
of the rectors, or tnamovibilité des curds, which, in our days,
has been brought before the tribunals. (1)

(1) The following pamphiets may be consulted on that question ‘—
# Notes sur linamovibilité des Curés dans le Bas-Conade,” par L. 1L
Lafontaine, avocat, Montréal, 1837; ¢ Mémoires sur Pamoribilité des

At present, and for a great many years back under the
French régime, the priests of the Seminary have had nothing
to do with the rectories, and even those in the parishes of the
C'dte de Beaupré, their seigniory, are independent of them.
They are strictly confined to cducation, and if they do min-
ister i the city of Quebec, or elsewhere, it is altogether
voluntary on their part. Some of them, it is true, preach
frequently in the cathedral, and Mr. Demers, Mr. Holmes,
and Mr. Aubry have been most conspicuous in the Canadian
pulpit. But, generally, they prefer giving the greater part
of their time to their literary and scientific pursuits.

Although they derived, but during a very short time,
any beuefit from the rectories, their house has always been
open to the curés, and is still a place of resort for most of
them whenever they come into town. The clerical 7etraztes,
or days of seclusion, which are held from time to tune, bring
together, in the Seminary, large numbers of priests, and the
urhanity, kindness and brotherly affection of its members
for their confréres xender such meetings both pleasant and
beneficial. This state of things, combined with the fact that
most political aud influential égrsons , having received
their education in that college, keep up a friendly inter-
course with their former teachers, coupled also with the in-
fluence that is always created by the possession of large
real estate, must have placed, particulurly so, ut an early
date, in the hands of the Seminary a very great power ¢ Jer
Canadian society. Yet, this power has always been known
1o have heen wiclded with the greatest prudence and mo-
deration.

Whatever may be the discretion, and even secrecy,
of any number of men sv situated, itis very difficult that the
prevailing political opinion o sympathy among them §hou]d
not transpire, and have more or less sway m thew imme-

surés anada’? by Mgr. Lartigues, first bishop of Montreal : Montreal,
&?TCD S‘“.-\(x;mll:}ge ot Bbse%v:\\ionsgsur’lcs droits relatifs aux Evéques de
Québee ot de Montréal, ct du Clergé du Canada,” par Charles Tétu
(supposed to have been written by Mr. Nau), Montreal, 1842. The case
was given by the Court againt curé Nau.



