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THE COIILEGES OF CANADA.
I.

Tlue ]Lavai ulnivczslty.
(CotliutIefrorn our ls.

The Stone building wliih wau ereced by Mgr. Laval, iii
1678:P althioîtgh ttvice visitcd by fire, is stîli in existence;
it formls te contre part of the Plait whiclh WCe pllblls titis
day, and rwis; betwcn the college and te wvmg over wluehl
is writtcn the word Il Séminairec"; ut is kniownl tinder thec
itne or the 01id Scminary. Part of the college also dates

froin tljat pcriod.
Tlie corporation of the Seiniinary of Qtclbce %vas, ai. that'

thIne, vcry differenit froin wvhat it is n10W. Tlie :Scîninary
,vas entrasted ivith inosi. of the rectories, aîid receivcl flie
revenumes of the saine ; but the rector, wcre, also, to bc, sup..

portcd by the Scmiiiaiy, anid, wlhenl worin out. aidf super-
anîîuated, thcey wvere entirely to 1>e xnaintained at the ex-
penîse of the instituition. Several rcctors or curès werc fur
froin coinicidiîîg iii the views of the bisllop in fiat respect,
and soute insisted on bciiug pcrntanieily providcd for. ie
King wvas appealcd to, alxd a Iloya Ordinalice was proul-

gated, wvhiclî gave rise to the question of lte lierniîaudney
of the reetors, or inamîovibilité <lc. ciaïg, wvhieh, iii our days,
lias becît brouglit before the tribhunals. (1)

(1) Viet follow'ung ramnphlets rny be coîsîîlted oit that question
-Notes sur i'inarnovibilitcé des Curés dans le ia- dt'par L. Il.

L-%fontaine, atvocat, Mlontréal, 1837i 'M2énioires sur l'imoovibilit6 des

-it preselît, and for a great niany years back lunder the

Frech ré.ginz, the priesis of tue SentlinaIry have ltad nothing
o dIo %vith the reetories, and even those iii the parishecs of the
C'ôte de Beauîpré, thieir seigiliory, tire indepiendent of therin.

Tlhey are strictly confined to cdticatiou, ami if tliey do nini-
ister ini the city of Quee, or elscwliere, ut is altogetiier

voliintary on tlîeir part. Somne of tlieîn, ut is truc, preacli

freqiîently in the cathiedral, anîd Mr. Deniers, Mr. llolmes,
and. Mr. Atibry liave been inosi. conspictiols iii the Canadian
pulpit. But, generaBly, tliey prefer giviîîg tie greater part

of' tlîeir tinite to their literary anti Scicitific pursilits.

Althougli thecy derived, but duriiig a very short tirne,
any beniefît froin the rectories, their biouse lias always becit

open to the curés, and is stili a place of resort for niosi. of

thein whicver tlîey cornte into towil. Thie elerical 2-ctriffles,

or days of scclusion, wliicli are lield froin tinte tu tillac, bring

togetlier, in the Seniinary, large numrbers5 of priests, und the

urhaility, kindîîess and brothierly affection of its mienthers

for tlieir co)frèe-cs renlder siich meetings biet pleasant andl

beiteflii.l This state of things, eoinbiîîed wvitli thet fact tiai.

ntlost political auJt infilential frsois , lIaving rcceivcd

tlîeir eductation iii thiat college, kecp uip . friezîdly inter-

course with li lcir formier teachiers, cuuipled. also witlî the it-

flitence tliat is always eceateil by the possession of large

real estate, niust liave placed, partictilaxly su, ut an early
date, it tl lialds of the Seininry a very great power ( rer

Canal.,diall Society. Yct, llis power lias ahvays bee» knowni

to, hiave Iheell wiclded wvit tuie greates. prudence andl mo-

deratioii.

Wlatcver inay b)e tlle discretion, and. eveii secrccy,
of'any numbjjjer or Illc, su sitilatcd, it is very diffilut tiai. the

1 Irevailiîig political opinion or synipatliy arnong iliern slioîîlà

ixot transpire, aud have ]nore or less sway in thieir ime-

curés ectil aadia3,t ' i gr. Larttigues, irst bisliop of.NMotitre-il -Montreal,
1837; -,1 Aîîudçse et oibservations sur les droits relatifs aux 'Erêqucs (le
Québec et de Montréal, et du Clergé dit C-tia, par Charles Têtu

(rtllîllc)Sed hu have becut written by NMr. Nau>5 Montreal, 1842. The case
wns givehi by te Court igaint curé Nuju.


