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object in view: the creation of sn episcopal seminary :lt§
Quebee. '

(*) Early in 1663, ke made overtures to King Lonis XIV
on that subjeet, und liid before him a paper containing his,
views, Ile was suecessful, so far, that on the 26th of Mareh,
he was enabled to publish o pasiord? Jetter aunvuncing 1o
the faithful of Old and of New i“rasce, the speedy exeen-
tion of his long cherished undc-taking.  The letters patent
were granted in the month f April following ;3 and these
letters patents of that remote period are the ground work on
which wer. afterwards based the several letters patent,
lettres damortissement, ovdinances and acts of parlinent
under which the Seminary of Quebee still holds the exten-
sive and valuable properties we hereafler allude to, and
the revenues of wineh are su nobly cuwployed in the diffu-
sion of knowledge und the ineuleating of Chr.stian virtue.

The Bishop returncd to Quebee in the begiuning of Nep-
tember, with Mr. de Mesy, who tlnough his infiuence, had
been appointed to supersede the liren d*Avangour, as gov-
ernor, Mr. Gaudais, the newly appointed commissaire duror ;
und Messrs. Ango des Maizerets and Pommicr, priests.  1n
the same vessel were three companices of soldiers, and about
u hundred families of settlers.” ‘F'he Bishop and the new
governor, were received with the greatest military and reli-
gious display, the guns were fired, aud the bells rng at the
same time, awaking the echoes of the vast solitudes nnd
and of the uncultivated mountains of the neighbourhwad.

Mgr. de Laval had, with him, the letters patent for the
establishment of a conseil supéricur, the first executive and
legislative body which Canada ever had, and which, being
composed of certain public officers, in the absence of the
elective principle, acted as u cheek on the omnipotence of
the governor.  Thut political institution was due in a great
measure to the energetic representations of the Bishop.

Although busy with the establishiment of new missions
and with finishing and completing his cathedral, he
gave his immediate attention to the educational wants
of his people, encourmged the creation of the Canu-
dian order of the Sisters of the Cougregation of Notre
Dame, by the venerable Sister Marguerite Bourgeois,
and opened several clementary schouls in the towns and in
the country : those for boys being generally kept by Iran-
ciscans or by young kwmen who had reeeived some eduea-
tion in the Jesuits college, and to whom the geod fathers
and the Bishop made a tritling allowance in addition to such
fees as they might get from their pupils.  Some of these
schoois existed up to the extinetion of the order of Jesuits,
and the confiscation of their property under the British Gov-
cruent 5 others were kept up still” longer by Mar. Laval’s
SUCCOSSOrS.

The corporation of the Seminary of Quebee was thea in
existence, und in course of being afliliated, as we have already
stated, to the Seminary of the foreign iissions of Paris, which
was itselfa vigorous offspring of the little hermitage of Mon-
sieur de Bernidres, at Caién; but although several yvoung
ecclesiastics were studying under its first niembers, it had 1o
btqldmg of its own, and, in fiet, no tangible and permancent
existence.

With that carnestiess of purpose, with that calm and
steady activity for which the pious and encreetic prelate
will ever be admired, he acqnired, one by one, several lots
adjoining the parish church and fabrique ground, on which
are now built the Seminary of Quebee and the Laval
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University.  Atlast, on the v urteenth of April, 1678, he
Iaid, with great solemnity, the corner-stome of the new buikd-
ing, _\;\'hiuh he placed under the proteetion of the Holy
Family.

"+ There is undoubtedly, a ereat contrast hetween the modest

looking house then in course of’ ereetion, and the nposing
pile of the Laval Tniversity just now ereeted, and a front
view of which we offer this duy to our readers. But the
one, as well as the other, possessed an invaluable advantage.
The Seminary, which faces the river St. Lawrenee, und the
University, which thees the river Saint Charles, ofli ¢ to their
impates that whicl is of no small effeet in the training of the
human mind 3 one of the most poetical and striking sceneries
in the world.

The historinn Charlevoix, in o letter to the Duchesse de
Lesdiguiéres, dated uebee, £Sth October, 1720—that is to
sy, thurty two years afier the building of the Seminary—
gives of this delightinl spot the fullowing brilliunt and
almost prophetic deseription :—

“ The gmden extends even over the brow of the roek, and com-
mands a view of the whole 1eadstead.  When the capital of New
France, will be as flourishing as that of old France, (and
there is no need of despaiving, for Paris, for a length of time
wis fegs considenable than Quebee is now, ) as far as the
eve can reach, wiil be seen vitlages, chateans and villas, and all
these wre alendy foreshadowed.—The Suiut Lawrence, whose waters
101l 20 majestically, coming fiom the extiemities of the North and
ol the West, witl b+ covered with ships.—The Islaud of Orieans
and buil banks of the tworiveis will open to the view rich meadows
and hills, and fertile plains : and for this, the only thing reguired is
it more numerons population ¢ when, 1 pint of the borders of the
river 3. Charles, which winds its comse so charmingly through a
tich valley will be annexed to the city, of which it will, without
doubt, become the most mpottant quinter ; when, the whole of the
shore will be lined witly nieeniticent quays and wharves,—the port
be filled with splendid ships, wnd that we shall see friom three to
four hundied vessels laden with viches heretofore comparatively
unknown and unvilued, and which will retarn laden \\'illh those of
the old world in exchange 5 you will admit, madam, that this ter-
race will then present 2 coup d'ail that cannot be surpassed, and
which is, even at present, extiainely beantiful.?

It, was only on the Gth October, 1688, that sixty young
boys were admitted into the college or petit séminaire, with
the sume peendiar dress which s still worn by those of the
present time, and which has been adopted by almost every
other catholic college in Lower Canada, with trifling alter-
ations. 1t consisted then of a blue cpot or frock coat, with
white seam strings and an Indian like and omnicolor
Kind of'a sash which has been lately replaced by w green
woollen one.  Up to that time, the young men who were
intended to become priests followed the classes of the Jesuits
until they were ready to begin their theologicul studies, but
some of them where boarded in the Seminary. The Bishop
had also cstablished at $t, Joachim, in the cote de Beaunpre,
now the commty of Montmorency, it preparatory school,
where the young habitans were tauglht, together with vead-
ing, writing, and arithmetic, some useful trade. Those
among them who were remarkable for more than ordinary
talent were sent to the Seminary to enter on their clussical
studies.

Among the first immates of the college were fourteen
Tndian boys, who quite undaunted and ungovernable soon
took again to the adventurous life of their tribes. Not one
of them is to be found in the list of the young men who
completed their studies between 1674 and 1685—which is
as follows: ¢ Pierre Volant, de Saint Claude, Charles
Volant, Jean Pinguet, Panl Vachon, Jacques Denis, Clande
Denis, Jean Guyon, Mathien Damour, Denis Peuvret, Frun-
¢ois Gronard, Pierre Thierry, Jean Buisson de Saint Come,
Frangois de Laval and Philippe Boucher”  Eight of these
became priests, onc of them became a franciscan, (Jacques
Denis) and the other four, Damour, Peuvret, Grouard and
Laval (probably a nephew of the Bishop) followed worldly
pursuits.



