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Obtain as they desired or as they needed. lie desired te give a brief SECOND DÂY.1'Sview of the subjeots "considèred that merning, and his own views
thereon. The subjects -treated were home lessons, object tessons, -The-Convention of School Teachers held in this city, under the
atnd compositionft. 1These were tbree very interesting and import- auspices of the Provincial Association of Protestant teachers, conclud-
arit subjects. The first was one which, had given rise ta a great deal ed its sittings on Saturiay. Principal Dawson, President of theOf controversy ; in fact, hie thought, home lessons had lately been a Association, occupied the chair, andl arnong those present during the
little too much abused. The- ime in sehool, however long, was n prôceedings were the Hon. Mr. Chauveau, Minister of Public Instruc-
great measure ocuidwith instruction received direct from the tion; Professor Graham, of Richmond; Mr. Lynch, M. P.; Very Rev.teacher. Cetin ranches of study required the direct aid of Dean Bond, Rev. Dr. Jenkins, and Mr. Lunn, of the Protestant Board
the teacher, 'wbilst others required reflection and concentra- of School Commissioners; several Professors connected with McGill
tion of the powers of the mind on the part of the pupils. Now, University, Professer Howe, of the High School, Principal Hicks,« of
the latter kind of work could flot be done in the scbools. And that, the Normial Sehool, &c., &c.
a a matter of philosop.hy and principle, should atone be sufficient te The flrst business of importance transacted was the selection of a
Sustain the practice wliich' bas been follo*ed for ages, that is, paefor the holding of the next annual meeting, when, on the motion

ging schola lsoststd an rpeathm. nO- f incipal Hicks, seconded by Mr. Duval, the district of Bedford
tiver gubet Of stdy which had been carried to excess, and wbich was chosen.
had been much spokeni against, was learning by rote. But te The discussion on the subject of teaching composition, introduced
do away with it altogether would be unwise, because it was an by Professor Robins on the previous dav, was resumed,
exercise which was indispensable net only te the development but Inspector McLoughlin, cf Cowansvilte, and Mr. Jordan, of the
also ta the maintenance of one of the great faculties of the mi, that Royal Western School, spoke briefly on the question; the latter
9f memory. Object lessons formed one of the great imprevements gentleman quoting the advice of Henry Ward Beecher respectingifltroduced into the scools cf this country, and had been attended making cofree, IlAscertain how it is made at the principal restau-
With much success both in the normal and infant schools cf this City. rants and then don't make it their way," and remarking that s0Trhe third subject, that cf composition, wvas aiso an important one, teachers might ascortain how composition was taught in saine cf
but one wbich was much neglected in our sehoots, owing to prejudice. our principal scools, and then teacb it as they dont, lie also gave
l'ersons would in sist that Àarithmetic and penmans, ip were aIl the bis exporience cf training children in this branch, and impressed
Suhjects necessary to be taught in the schools, It was with great upon the teachers that above ail things they must teach the children
difficulty that geography was taught, and as for composition, it was kindty..
Viewed as a luxury wvbich country schoots coutd net ho expected to Mr. J. R. Miller, cf Toronto, stated that ho had found that compo-
supply. But composition was, as necessary as anything taught in sition was not taught in many schoots, and the word - composition"the slhools. Those threc subjects had been treated very ably by the was unknown tesome teachers. One plan adopted with good resuits
dutreront speakers during the session. Without referring to algobra was te recite to the pupits thritling incidents, and Cai upon thein
tn<l arithmotic, about which overy one wvas agreed, there were three afterwards te place the samne in writing.
Other subjects, held in the samne popular favor, which should be Mr. Dey contonded that the onty re-al difficulty in the way cf
talight, namely,-Geography, the History cf Canada, and the French teaching composition was net the metbod of doing it, but what te
language in English schools. Geography wvas an interesting branch do. The chilIdren must know something about a subject before theycf study, and Was in itself Aufficient te lead the children te like the could write anything upon it. If a bey wvont home wîth bis head

Inol.l att modol schools the history cf Canada shoutd bo taught. fuît cf facts, he wvould ho able te write something of tbem.
\Vhat was it that fostorod a national spirit la a country ? It was a Principal llicks condemnedl the systemi fotlowed in schoots cf

kiewedge cf the history cf the country. Thore was ne reason wby the writing on states, and betieved that they must make most cf thetWo races shoutd net foot equatIly proud cf the h istory cf Canada. The chitdren write with pen on paper beforo thoy coutd make much
third subject was that cf teaching French in Engtisti scheets. The prog'ress.
teaching et English in French schools had made wonderfut progress. Professer Howe mentionod that la thé Higb seheol the onty kind
Trhey wvould be surprised te know that la cvory ceunty la tho province cf composition found at att beneficiat was reading somne stery to
Pnglishi was taughit in the Frencth schools, and ia tho highor institu- the, boys and afterwards roquiring them te reproduce it in writing.tiens Eng lish wvas îlaced oxactly on tho saine footing, as French. Professer Darey, Mr. Butter and Mr. Marsden followed and gave
'l' ho master cf both tanguages gives a teaclier double poer, and the teachers the benefit of thoir persenat experiences.
doubtîoss,chances of being constant ly empteyed and well renumerated. Professer Graham, cf Richmond, pointed eut that co cf the great-The lfiutt with English people was that the'v woutd net talk French, est errors committod la teaching composition had been that of
Qaud sa soon as they wero corrected la a mistake ttîey gave up trying requiring pupits of the tower grades particutarty te attempt what
to speak the language. A special work fer the teachc'%rs te do was to might be catted essay writing. Those essays la common schools,

lspire the people cf the Provine of Qucbec with a Canadian %.pirit, middle schcols and evea higher schools woro requîred fromn the
4 love and all'ection for the Dominion of Canada, and at the saine pupils without their having undergone aay special preparation ortiIle prosorvo in their hiearts a patriotic afrection for their province, possessing much knowledge cf the suhjects upon wvhjch they were te
t.lud applause). Ofl course they shetld ontertairi a national spirit write.
for ttîe whole Dominion which in tho future would undoubtedly be Professor Howe remarked that whcn Dr. Leach was examining the
Une of tho tirst nations on the earth. It was atroady the thirct mari- boys cf the High sohool, ranging from 16 te 18 vears, ho poremptorilytirne power, though far behind in population. StitI it ne'arly equatted refused ta set thom somoe subject for composition, as hoe did netthat cf co cf tho most interosting and prosperoîîs countries cf the believe in boys cf tbat age being able te write ossays. Tbis Iod
globe, Belginm. The Dominion hiad a larger population than that hlmi (Professer Howe) taeontortain the idea that boys were nct able043uintry [Scottand] wlîich had givqui se miany ablo men te the wortd. te write such composition.
lt had apoplation much in excess cf that possessod by the United lHon. Mr. Chauveau expressed bis opinion that te teach young
ýtÀttes, wh on they dectared thvir independence and teck their position chitdren composition was noti ing more than te instruct 'them -ia
Oniig nations. Thero wvas ne reason thereforo why the Dominion. syntax. Ia the schools, geaerally that mode sbould net ho insisted
Of Canada, with Britisli Columbia and tIme North WetTerritory upon toc mucb. If tbey wanted tèýo chitdrea ta ho self dependeat4tliiiexecd and with the prospect cf thme approaching inoming cf te a certain extent, tbey must give it as a home tesson. T- at was
I>riince Edward's Island and Newfotindtandl, shiould neot censtituite, whv they certainly. wanted omne tessons; and the simple mode, ifAt the northwest part cf the American contiwnt, co cf the great thie toucher wanted a letter written by a scbolar, was te read them
POwers pf the wcrld. And atthoughi they had aIl te (lo their shire cf two or three tetters by masters cf the language. If tbey fouind iatheO work, and although those who were far atvanred in years liad Lhe pupit's composition anything- tike pedantry, enforce the impoli
dlcno ierprtadwr disposed te work -,till fürther, ho was ance cf writing a simple, cofamon sense style: teach tbem, a bove
C0Gnvinced that a great deal wtmich weuild hé, dùne te, comlplete that ail things, goed taste. Ia many schoots which ho had visited par-
erk weutd be threugh the instrumentality of the' tieherý tif the ticularty the convent schoot, much progress had been made in this

prevînce cf Quebec; for they woutd imbue tie mindR oft the rising brancb cf instruction. In country sehoots hoe had seen compositions
generation with those patriot~c feelings and sentimients, witliout the writtea by yeuing girls, which would do hionor ta persans la bigher
existence cf which the country woutd ho bhtted eut, stations ia life. l eonctusion the hoacu-rable gentleman reeoïa.

Mdr. Alexander, coeof the delegateg fromn the Province cf' Ontario, monded ttiat g'ood woIcrks should be read là schelars and they shoutd

11ple inaprovngterffas cf the position cf the Sehoot Law in be advised -tu read bocks, whieh would givé them the habit, cf%tf dring hcrtan. provides f or tlîe comnputsory education cf chitd- writing welt, and théti the abject thev'sought would be more 'easilyr i uigcranmenths cf the year. Iattained.
Mr. M.,cboug1 lia, cf Bedford. atsc spo)ke briefiy. The President dwett upon two peints whîch he ccncoivedte be o.
Dluring the evoning songs wore suing ia excellent style by Mrs. importance. The first was t4iat. this power cf expression ina their

4ah n Miss ener, and a readinz was welt givon by Miss own languagewa s1aûed tabe 4me cf the ma in objects. for wbic fi

1practirallv frain votmng men wtso came tii college, y'ou1ng mocn ina-


