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T HAT is the way St. Paul preferedto pray and sing and teach. Hear
St. Paul's declaration to the Corinthian
Clhurch. " I had rather speak five
vords with my understanding, that I

might teach others also, than * ten
thousand words in an unknown
tongue." No more important educa-
tional apothegm was ever uttered,
than "5 plain words are better
than toooo pompous sounds." The
understanding of the learner must
keep step with the understanding of
the author of the text-book, or of the
personal teacher, as far as any real
improvement is made.

Poets have sung the " Pleasures of
Hope," and the " Pleasures of the
Imagination ;" but the pleasures of the
unzderstandúg surpass them ail in in-
tensity and pernanency.

It is often said that mathematical
and scientific studies can be, to a lim
ited extent, understood, but that descrip-
tive geography, history, &c., depend on
memory, and hence should be studied
to recite memoriter. To a limited
extent this is true, but the real pleasure
and profit of such studies depend on
the exercise of the learner's own

powers of observation and reu ,oning.
Let us suggest a model, or at least a

novel Geography Lessun. L tt the
pupils, young or older, have a j nap of
the world before them ; Mercaor's is
best, but any will do. The teacher
may ask some questions for them to
answer, and probably some that he
will have to answer himself. In what
respects do the Eastern and Western
Continents agree, and wherein do they
differ ? The intelligent pupil will no-
tice that the Eastern, including Europe,
Asia and Africa, is about double the
area of the Western consisting of
North and South America. That the
Western is long and narrow, extending
Noith and South, while the Eastern is
very wide. extending East and West.
Tlie prevalence of large and long rivers
and great lakes in the Western Conti-
nent will suggest a greater annual
rainfail to supply them, and the vast
riverless areas in the Eastern will be
attributed to a deficiency of rain and
snow. By suggestive hints the pupils
may observe that the highest mountains
of the Western Continent are south of
the equator, and of the Eastern, north
of it, and also, that the Wester has
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