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The iveek*-day school, some timo ago estaiblishcd,écontiaues to gire general
satisfaction, the present aumrber of pupils being fromn 70 tu 80. Tvo
w'eek-day schools in Ilarray and Birsay, conducted by young men con-
nected v'ith the congregation, having about 40 pupils in each. are also iii a
satisfactory state. There lias hcen sermon pretty frequently ciuring the
year in some of the remoter districts of Sardtvick, and in several of the
surrounding districts of Birsay and Harray. "4Upon the ivhole," Mr.
lIeGowvanwirites, "l1ooking at the circumstances of this Contgregation et
present, and calling to mind our conditionl in former years, though we are
not without our causes of grief and humiliation, we have abundant reasons
to thank God and to take courage."'

Rous&vr.-The membership of this Conigregation, under the ministry of
the Rev. John Mc1LeIIan, is 170 ; ani the generai audience, iuhen the
iveather is favorable, 250. Tlie weehly fellowshiip-meetings continue to
be rnaintained with regularity and intercst. 'rhcre are four stations,-
one distant from the Church six miles ; tîvo distant three miles each, and
one in the island of Eagleshay, wvhere Sabbath schools, and moathly mais-
sionary prayer-meetiags are hield. The schools have an ngreeable recru-
]ar attendance of 200, and the attention aad diligence of the scholars are
comraendable. The prayer-mectings are gyenerally crowded, and much
interest is manifested. There is a iveek-day sehool in Rousay of 20
pupils, and noilher at Engleshiay of 30,-the latter grcatly aided by J.
'Baik-ie, Es3q., thc proprietor, and both deriving assistance from the first
Congregyation of Alloa. The library noîv contains 212 volumes ; and the
rcaders are in proportion of one to eachi family iii the congregation.
Oiwing, to the great distance of a large proportion of the members of the
ConÉiregration, and of the inhabitaats of the Island, both from our place
of îvorship and that of the Estahlishment, there is frequent Sabbath
eveaing and ivcek-day sermon, %ihiic1î is the more necessury, as the
iveuther, more especitally in winter, renders the atteadance of tho
people impossible. «Many in the remote districts of Rousay, and ia the
adjacent smallcr islands, have thus opportunities, very seldom- otherwise
obtainable, of hearing the gospel. l'Vhlen such opportunities are.presented.
the attendance is always good and eacouraging. "1The weekly meetings
for prayer,Il writes 1%r. ilcLeUan, la a communication lately received
from him in ret'erence to the stale of thc Congregratiori, 44althougli not
quite se numerous from. local causes, as la the two preceding semsons,
contain as great a number of the members of the congregation as formerly;
and from the rcgiularity ivith ichel they are held, notrwithst.-ndir.g the
badaess of the ronds, and the sterminess of the xveathier la the winter
perind, there is grood renson te hiope that such meetings are regarded as
scasoas of' swect communion. 1 may state that nt one of the meetings, at
which I hiappcncd accideatally te be present, I felt very much iaterested
in the devotional exercises, which were conducted la part by some of the
younig men wbo joined the churcli under niy owa miaistry. Ny thought!;

271


