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lem’s life safe for an hour (except perhapsin Egypt) if he openly becomes
a Christian. It is hard to convince when convietion means death ; it j
hardly possible to cultivate the spirit of martyrdom before conviction,
The Turkish government, just at present, isin a state of very lively
suspicion with reference to this growing and expanding work of Ame-
ican missionaries. T'he Turkish authorities, from the Sultan dowy.
wards, are beginning to feel that Islam has more to fear from the quiet
growth and the expanding influence of missionary institutions thay
from any other opposing force. They find themselves suddenly con.
fronted with churches, colleges, schools, hospitals, Bibles in the ve-
nacular, and presses from which flow such a stream of permanent ang
periodical literature that they are fairly bewildered, and lament the
day that missionary agencies were admitted to the empire. It will, no
doubt, become more and more evident that God’s purpose contem-
plates not simply the reformation of Oriental Christianty, but the
establishment of a basis of operations for that far more inspiring and
formidable task of which I forbear to speak here in any further
detail.

The paper of Canon Taylor, as coming from a Christian clergyman,
was remarkable for its exaltation of Mohammedanism, and in his sab-
sequent articles, published chiefly in the Forénighitly Review, he has
shown seant courtesy to missions which he has caricatured and mis-
represented. The main points of his position in the paper on Mo-
hammedanism may be briefly stated as follows: THe contends that
Islam demands the consideration and esteem of the Christian church,
since it is in essence an imperfect or undeveloped Christianity, and
may be regarded as preparatory to an advanced Chuistian faith. It
must, in his opinion, be looked upen as areligious position half way be-
tween Judaism and Christianity, and being more cosmopolitan and
less exclusive than Judaism, and missionary in its activities, it helps on
in the general direction of Christianity wherever it wins converts from
heathen communities. In fact, it must be considered, according to his
judgment, as an advanced guard of Christian missions—not antagon-
istic to the gospel, but fighting at the outposts the same battle against
heathenism with weapons on the whole rather better and more effect-
ive than those wiclded by Christianity. Me contends that it leads
men from the darkness and degradation of pure heathenism, with its
superstitions and crueltics, toan intelligent conception of one God, and
gives them a simple and comprehensive view of His attributes and
dealings with men, and the dnties He requires of them. It leadsthem,
moreover, into an attitude of human brotherhood with their fellow-
men, and brings them into league with each other under the inspira-
tion of a common reiigious faith. He contends that Islum contains
and teaches all the morality t! at heathen and barbarous nations could
be expected to receive and practice. It represents what he regardsas




