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spised, the orthodox priest nover suflers the loss of his imimense power,
,and wvhen any one refuses IliiII the fecs Nvhlich it is his custoin to charge,
the retaliatiofs are terrible.

The IRussiaiu calendar bias no lcss than a hutndred and three hioly days,
iyhlich frequentlY arc times of dcbaucli a"d disorder ; but the Stundists,
steady workingmni, only observe a few of themn. They have absolutely
parted cornpany wvitlî laziness and drunkenness, of Nvhiclh the Ilussian,

peasant is an habituai slave. Tlieir villages and their homes have an
appearance Of ncatuless, orderl and prospority, whlich is in striking con-
trast with tic orthodox villages and comînunities. Tieir faims and tiiose
of the Germian colonists are the best cnltivatcdI in Southeril Russia, and by
their labor and industry inany have reachied comnfortable circumrstances
and almost become rich. Their family life is pure, a strict moral dis-
cipline holding sway among themn. Màotiiers and children xîo longer trein-
bic at the brutal authority of the father of the family. The youing are
instructcd as well as tlieir circumlstances p)ermIit, and iu cadi homne by the
sidc of the New Testament mnay be found books and pamphlets Nvhich
bear testimnony to a highier degree of culture than is possessed by their

neihbors. lIt is the Seriptuires alone that the Stnndists search for truth;

there, too, they lind rules for cvery-day life, and tlîcy faithifully put them
inito practice. Thus they strive to, realize amfoflg them-selves tic fraternitY
wvhich markcd the primitive Chutrchi. Thîey have been calledl communiets
and anarchists, but this is base caltimny. * Thcy are peaccable citizens,
vcry loyal to thecir sovereign, wvhoni they pray for with great fervor.t It
is truc that they scein to believe that the present social systein is Dot in
accordance wvith God's iieias ; that tie soul belongts to, aIl, not to a few,
alnd ougylit to bc cqually divided ; that cadli slîould cultivate lus ]and with
intelligence, and bc ready to ezubrace the ideas of modern progress, but
that thcy should not regard the revenue as belongýingr solely to theinselves,
but as given in trust, for theun to provide for the needs of tlîeir poorer

ne0ighîIbors. Iîîterprcting certain precepts of Uic Bible literally, they espe-
cially condemnu usury, %viel is a very commioni evil in R1ussia, auîd war-.
These principles arc vcry different froîi tiiose of anarcliy or even of coin-
Mulnisin.

Lastly, the Stunidists arc quiet, hionest, inidîstrioîîs pecople, who do flot
refuse to fulfil any of their duties as citizeiîs. lIt is tlîe opposition of tic
pricsts whiclî has forced, themi to, breakz awvay ahltogerthier froin the Cliurch,
iii which, until they had the Word of God, thcy always found sufficient

* people carcicssly use the terra Stunidiste for ail those wiio have gonp out f roma the established
diurch, and thus tixcy confound the Stundists with otiier crects %which exi-st in Rtusua1 aud attribute
te theui their extravagant ara] immoral praict!ceq.

t It is pretendea tbat the Stundlst nievemient bad a politicai enigin. The Stiindi-,Is are represent-
edas rebels,iaeilng patriotismn, and lue sympatiuy Withi Gcriany. "Therelespoqitivciy ne0 anlti-
flasolan tcorJency,,,writýs a weiiIforrned Ru8sian, "«ainong the Stundists. They noither refuse te,
go lnto the army ner te pay their taxes. It is jtàit a 6iander of the clergy %vitlxont feundatien."
AUl those whe have the most intimate 1,uowlcdg-e arc of ene accord on the subject of the loyalty ef
the Stondlss.
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