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It is nataral {o capeet opposition, when we bring chrigtiynity to
bear on the, pructices of the world.  This is not strange, but the
anannet. in ywhich that opposition is displayed is verystrange. ‘The
cvis of drunkenness and the good of temperance arc acknowledy-

- ¢d by all; bat yet many, \vﬁilo making this acknowledgment,
stll tenaciously adhore to tho practices whieh arc producing these
cvils, and refuse ta assist in produeing that good which they them-
selves applaud.  In the case of drunkennoss, they denounce the
cffeet, but still support the causs . and in the case of tenperance,
they praisc the cfieet and yet oppose the cause.  To expel drunk.
cnness, and the ten thousandoevils which accompany it, from the
church of God, is a grcat matter, and requires great cxertions.—
But while the cwils are acknowledged, and it has been proved that
.these cvils arc tho natural and necessary results of these customs
to which we have referred, Christiuns will not give up these cus.
toms, and assist in these great exortions : neither will they come
forward openly and show any reasen for their eonduct, or explain
why.they displey such apathy in such a cause. Apathy in this
casc is quitc unrcasonable, Sor this xcason, that the prescnt pro-
gress of temperance is producing cffetts of treinendous imoment to
tho church at large, and therefore every christian should bring it
to the test of discussion, and cndcavour to find whether thesc
effects will be for good or evil.  ¥f for good, it will be his duty to
support that which produces them ; if evil, apathy wilf still have
A place, for it will thea be the duty of every one to use vigorous
excrtions to put down this causc. By continuing the customs,
christians arc placing a stumbling block iu tho way of the weak.
If they belicve that we are right, v.hy do they not assist us; and
if wrong, why do they nof openly and strongly oppose? Ifit be
right to free the church Trom the cvils which this conformity to
the world has inflicted upon it ; to dry. the widows’ und orphans®
tears; to bring back thosc who have degraded themselves like
the beasts that perish, to happiness and health again; to asrest
the progress of crime; to stop the wastg of God’s boumxos and
to raise the church to her former standurd of purity from this evil;
then why will you not give your assistance to attain these ends 2
To attempt a compromisc with the world is in vain. This has
been already tried too long, and hus dope much to support the
‘cvil. Tt must b opposed, and rvoted out befure the church can
enjay prosperity.

While atteropting to show the nccessiy there is, that christians
should dcliver themselves from the cncouragement which they
bave afforded to the ~vils of C:unkenness, it is to be observed,
t.bat it is met a valid ob_;«.clmn to say, that inaking a nwun
sobor will not make hnn a ciristian.  Such were many of the
acts of Christ ; notice onc or two »f his miracles. In the casc of

pclhng demons, for instance, we find that there were persors
who wero so complutely under the puwer of Satan, i sume won-
derful mapner, that they were said 1o be possessed wath demons.
They were beyond the means of graco, and all ordinary influcn-
ces, Espelling the deinon did not make the man a christiun or
save his soul, but it placed him in 2 fit state for sreceiving instruc.
tion,. which he could not have rcccived. befure.  So is it with the
drunkard, he is beyond the reach of the ordinary means of grace,
and scts the grace of Gndat defiznec. Bring b back to sobriety
and use the means which God has putsato_ your hauds for his con.
version, and then wmay you expect his cunversion, but not till
then without a miracle, which God has not promiscd to work.—
Also in thc casc of the Jepers, who were outcasts from soclcly,
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Lect tho young pay particplar attention to this sulject, for it wilf
be well that you do so to save youreclves now ; before you have
been lud to enter mitg the path of the Jrunkard, or lus futters have
beenr rivetted upon you, abstsin from the .ulcweating cup. I
this there is safety, but jn nothing clse. DMany have thuught
themselves strong, but so insidious is the nature of tus viee, that
before thicy were aware, they had supk to a feurful state of degra.
dution, DBeware of trusting to your strength ; yow ure not strong.
cr than some ot least of thesc thousands who annually go down to
a drunkard’s grave, with no bright hopes to checr their journcy to
the tomb. You may feel strong now, but you know not how Jong
you may feel that strength. Such trust has ruined very many,
who have boasted of that strength, and rclicd upon it until an ap.
petite has been formed, which it is now almost impossible to re.
sist. Flee then from the beginnings of exil, .and do not tampor
with that poisonous cup which has ruined so many. This should
be particnlarly considered by the young, who have not yct@orm.
cd an appette for tirese drinks; but another reason for nbstammg,
with them, and all who are not yct enslaved, is the benefit
whichi they may have it in tacir power to confer on others,
both by their example directly, and by assisting 1 many ways in
putting an end to the usages whieh have causcd the evih

In ¢onclusion, I would observe, that while this is o duty of a
very important nature, it is but onc duty out of many. Sobriety,
although csseutial to christianity, yet cannot bo put in the placg
of the gospcl. Auny such attempt is vain, and cannot do any
good, but must end in nothing. . Attempts cre constantly made
on the one hand to put this duty in the place of the gospel, as a
mcans of reforming inen; andon the other, to rcpresent it as &
mere matter of worldly policy, both of which views are improper,
and the only way in which its claims are properly urged on our
attention, 18 by kecping it in its proper place as onc duty of the
christian chareh. The long continued violation of tlus duty by
professing christians docs not i in the least lessen their obligation to
perform it now. This long ncglcct has been the cause of much
injury to the church ; and a return to this duty will remove much
cvil, and do muca along with other returnings to duty, to bring
back the spirit of the ancicnt days of love among christians. But
ncither the performance of this, nor of any other duty will secom-
mend usto the favor of God. 1t isby being washed in the blcod of
Jesus alone, that we can be acccpt(-d of him; and all the dutics
which we perform should be the result of thc love of God, shed
abroad in our hearts.  In all the dutics, th: b, which you perfurm,
and in all your aticrupts to prumote the prosperity and advance-
ment of the church of Christ in the wor}d, sce that these be un.
dertaken with a single cye to the glory of God, and looking to him

in carncst praycr, for his bicssing upon cvery means which you
{ ¥

usc, and whatsoever good you may Le cnabled to do, of that geud,
let him have af} the glory.

The following resofution was passed at a special meeting of the
Committec of the Montreal Temperance Socicty :—

Resolved,—That the thanks of this Committee are due, rad,
hereby pm.cntcd to Mrs. Parker, relict and cxcentrix of the late

IW 1. Coit, Esq., and to William Lyman, Esq.; exccutor, und
;azent, for the hiberal settlement of a legacy Icft to the Mentrcal

Temperance Socicty by the said deccased W. L. Coit.”

STECIAL EFFORT.
There is a special effort now making to miss a suﬁic-cnt amount

deprived of the means of gracc, and not ¢ven ailowod 10 cnjuy the y to pay off all the debts of the Montreal Temperance Society,
socicly of their fricnds or famulics. Cicansing these persons, and | amountg to about £300, and to leave £300 in the treasury for’
rcstormg them to health, to their fnends, and the mceans of grace,  the prosecution during the coming winter of the great work in

did not makq them christiaps; but it dud the same o then that
rcronnmon dacs to the drunkards now.

\\ hich the Socicty is engoged.  We fiave the pleasere of aéknos
cdnmn— several hundsori:s donations i this number.



