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no more te ninke us indiffcrcnt ta assert ils sacred
and unehanging clainis, la tia uaduc nianner in
whiehoailer great objcîs hîave been advocated, ouglit
ta malco us rcgardless of tlîcm. le tliere any tlîing
valuable and important in the world, wlîich lins liot at
somne periotl been niaiîîîained in an unbecorning and
injurions marnner 1 Tlîe claînour oftcn raiscdl îlouffht-
lessiy a.gainst the un.ion of rcligion with politics, ought
to bc streauously resisteti by cvery mara %vlîo under-
stanids the interests of his country, or lias a slircd of
zeal for tlie rights andi cause a? religion.

Uet mn but bo taught te believe, that for the omis-
sion or wrang perfornance of the duetecs rcsulting
fronit icir poltictal relations, thicy shall bc brouglit ta
jndgment ; andti iis wilt rit once give an exalet
character Io those duties, altog-ethier apart front thc sitc-
czsq with which they may bc attendeti, andi cause eve-
i, .%trt springing froni suchi relations ta display a
moral digaity; insteati of tliose diegracefuil scenies,nid
that extensive destruction of souati priiiciple, so ofteîi
1îroduced by the coafliet of political, parties;, andi
wvhich, howevcr mucli thîey may ativance tic ephemerai
cievation of individuals, inevitably deepen-i the nation's
guiltiaess. anî accelerate flic nation'sidooni. Sucli
collisions are frequently dreaded by tia truc fricads of
te people, us what cornes like a moral bliglît, especi-

ally over tîte towns andi more nualerous classes o? the
coaîianity,jnst hecause religion lias oftea been prac-
tically cxciuded froni pohleis, wlhere, beyonti ail otlier
scenes, ils influence was requiredto prevent the bouîîds
of duty froma bcing trotidea under foot ainidst the
overwlîeliîîg,- excitenient of parties.
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REv. Sit,
Your printeti Circular of SIat Oc-

tober'last, forwarded to me by order o? the Pros-
bytery of Hlamilton, was very late in coming ta
lîand ; anti this circumetance, togrethier witli the
unhappiiy disturbeti state of the country, wlîich
cspecially dnringr tîte lest five ïvceks, lias rendereti
travelling a mattcr of more tlîan ordinary difllculty,
put it quite out of My power ta reply earlier.
As soion after rcccipt of your letter as my other en-
gagements would permit, 1 set ont in quet o? the
information requireti by the Presbytery ; anti witlî
tlîat view visiteti the ?ollowiîîg townshiips, viz.,
Mfalahide, fliani, 1)ereha:n, Middieton, Ilough-
ton, Walsingham, Clîsrlottevîllc, WVoodlîouse,

WValpole, Townsend, Nindham and Norwich.
TIte following are my answore to the qucries, air-
rangeid ini the same order in wvhich; the latter are
put by the Presbytery.

1. The whnle extent of the above townships,
in addition to those of Southwold andi Yarmouth,
whicli likeivise 1 have been requesteti to embrace
in nîy report, ie as nearly as 1 have beert able to
ascertain, about 1,411 square miles, and contaida
population of 13,100.

CI. WVithin the above district there are in alt
about 28 religicus teacliers, viz., 3 ministers of the
Chiurch of Englanti whose stations are, St. Thom-
as, P>ort llurwell and Simcoc ; 13 Methodist
teachers, 3 only of' whom, may be considereti as
preachers, the rest being exhorters, &c., &c., 9
l3aptist teachers, 52 only of whom seemn worthy of
being cslledl preachers, 1 Seceder ministerin South-
wold connccted with the United Associste Synod,
1 respectable old gentleman at Simcoe, assuming
the name of' Presbyterian, but whose connection
1 had nlot the ineans of ascertaining, and axiy one
of a pretty numerous body of American Quaker--.
in the township o? Norwich, who snay corceive
himself moved to assume the office of instructing
his btethren. In short, within these bounds, ex-
clusive of the 9 English ministers referred to, there
are about 6 tolerably respectable spiritual guides,
cadi, of' wvlom, 1 have uînderstood, receive, either
fromn the people or from the Society by which he
je sont out, an annual salary varying frot £20 toi
£40 currency.

S. In many instances the preachers receive a.
considerable share of their support fromn individu-
ais who have no other connection 'with thora thaf>
hcaring thcmn preach occasionally. About one
fourtli of the whole population o? this district, have
at prescrnt no connection whatever witlî any zelig-
joue body.

4. The character of the people generaily as ta,
religious knowledge, ordinances andi duties,
May easily be inferreti fromi that of the greater
number of those who prof'ess ta be their teachers.
These are gcnerally spcaking, a set of wel.-mean-
ing perhaps, but very illiterate men, under the in-
fluence o? the wiidest fanaticism, incapable of en-
larged or consistent views of sny religions system,
andi whose knowledge can scareely bc saiti to
extenti beyond a few peculiarities, cither in doc-
trine or in discipline, by wvhich their particular
party happens tobe distinguished. The necessary
consequence of which is, that the great bulk of
tlîcir foiiowvers have but vcry few just or rational.
ideas o? religion. It is a melanclioly tact that the
grealer number of those of thern wvho rnakep-ceten-
sioens to supcrior 1îivty, are really no better than a


