Soil Fertility .

Comtinued from Puge

nito the containers, by sealing and

sterilizing or  boiling. This s
The problem of the conservation | What is termed canning

of soil tertility | together with other There are many reasons why

agricultural problems of vital im- [canned  goods  spoil.  Some  of

portance 1o Western Cannda, will | these are: Because of imperfeet

be the subjects under discussion [18rs: use of ald or poor rubbers;

at the important conference which | se of stale products; being too
slow ; filling too many jurs at onee
maceuracy in time of boiling
ure
|

will be hetd at W mnipeg, on July
14, 15 16, in connection with the
semi-annual meeting of the Com-
mission of Conservation. The Com. |
ission s arranging a thoroughly
helpful programme, which will he
of particular interest 1o all leaders
i agricultural  betterment  and
to all who are engaged in practical
farming.  Many leading authori- I
ties on soils and crops will coutri- | long-handled  spoon o silver
bute papers or addresses.  The | knife, strainer  or  clean cheese-
following subjects will be included [cloth for washing fruit, blanching
in the programme, with a full dis-|and cold-dipping, boiling water,
cussion of related questions and ¢ towels, all of which
1) IIII' rate Xlllil extent of ex- ""'"l'l he ¥|l'|'||1'
haustion of soil fertility on western “To prepare the jars, test them
farms i first for leakage, by filling with
(2) Conservation of soil moisture | water, fitting on rubber, sealing
and its relation to the physical |tightly and inverting on a dry
condition of the soil and to crop [table. 1f no moisture is seen on

fuil-
to test jars  aiter sterilizing
s storage

Y oequapment necessary for
canning as  follows: Wash
boiler, or lurge kettle, with an air-
tight cover; fitted rack for bottom
of boiler; good jars and covers pro-
wrly  sterilized:  good

production ; the table the jar is safe.  Sterilige

(#) Maintenance of organie mat- [ the jars and covers by placing on
ter or fibre in the soil with a diseus- [rack in boiler, cover with cold
sion on the importance of soil fibre; [ water, bring water to boiling point

(4) Rotation suitable for drought [and boil for fifteen minutes.  Ster-
areas of the Praivie Provinces: ilize the rubbers in a shallow dish
Soil and crop management ; [of boiling water for five minutes
Other phases of agricultural| ** In the cold pack method the
problems of the West, such as the [importance of the two  terms,
prevention of soil drifting, suppres- [ blanching and cold dipping, should
sion of weeds and the uses of grasses | be emphasized.  Blanching is to
and legumes for the purpose of [dip in boiling water, and keep
supplying forage for live stock and [under the boiling water for from
humus for the soil few seconds to five minutes, accord-

Ihe whole matter of the con-[ing as to whether the fruit is of
servation of soil fertility and the [the soft or hard variety. Cold
prevention of soil drifting is timely |dipping  means  the  immediate
and important, 1t is felt that a|plnging into cold boiled water,
gathering of this kind, to present [to set the colouring matter, to aid
the best and most authoritative [in keeping the fruit whole and to
facts  regarding  these  problems, | make it easy to handle
will be productive of great good
Farmers and all others interested PREPARATION OF FRUIT
in agriculture are cordially invited 1. Seleet when it is at its hest
to be present ‘lhnrnlllhl\ sound, ripe but firm

and free from bruises,
Canning Fruits 2. Grade as to size and quality
Without Sugar

‘lnr sake of uniformity
’ 3. Can the day it is picked, and
Much of the Small Fruit
be Conserved by this Method

Crop May |as soon as possible after picking,

especially where no sugar is used
4. Clean

for table use

fruit and prepare as

Due to the seareity and high
price of sugar the possibility of

much of the coming crop of small| 5 Blanch in case of hard fruits,
fruits going to waste 15 greatly
- - b,
increased.  There is & method of| % Cold dip.
canning without sugar, and, to| 7. Pack products quickly into

secure the best information avail-
uble on the subject, the Commis-
sion of Conservation invited Miss
Jeanette  Babb, Instructor of
Household Science at Macdonald
College, to prepare a short paper

Jars, which have just been removed
one at the time from the boiler,
using a sterrile knife  or spoon
handle for packing

8. Fill with boiling water, in-
sert  knife to let out air and fill

Miss Babh especially emphasizes again to top with water running
the caution that in sugarless can- over jar.
ning the utmost case must be ob- 9. Put on sterilised rubber

served, and every rule strictly fol-
lowed. otherwise loss of fruit and
wasted effort may result.
“‘Fermentation and decay are
caused by the bacteria, yeasts and
moulds, which are ever present in
the air, coming in contact with
fruit.  We must, therefore, destroy
these forms of life present in the
fruit and in the containers and
prevent their further entrance

cover, and partially seal at one

10. When all jars are ready, place
m rack in botler and cover with
water of the same temperature as
Jjars, keeping the jurs separated.
11. Cover hoiler, bring to the
boiling point and boil until the
fruit is cooked.

(n) Soft fruits require from 10
to 15 minutes where sugar is used,

rubbers l
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When no sugar is used we add 15
minutes more o the required
length of time with sugar

(h) Hard fruits  with  sugar
require from 30 minutes to one
1|m||l plus twenty minutes without
sugar
| 12, Uncover hoiler at end of
time  for  sterlilizing or boiling
allow steam to escape and seal jars
tightly immediately upon remov-
ing from boiler.  Invert until cool

| 13. When cool serew tight again,
wash outside of jurs, label and put
away in a cold, dry, dark place

[ Nors

In sugarless canning, the
utmost care must be observed,
| and every rule strietly followed.
[ =deanette Babb, Instructor House-

hald Science, Macdonald College

‘ The British Columbia  Forest
Service is installing nine sets of
Marconi  wireless  telephones.
Four sets will be used on land,
and the remaining five sets will
be placed on the larger patrol
launches of the department

Coal has been reported at Lamp-
man, Saskatchewan, which y.lmu!tl
produce an important addition to
the fuel supply of Saskatchewan
and  Manitoba, The coal
reported to be of a high earbon
content. It consists  of seams
varying from 4§ to 15 feet in thick-
at a depth of 210 feet. If
nmercial product approxi-
to the reported analy
oal will be one of great value
to the consumers of these provinees.

The flax industry of Canada is
growing so rapidly that it has been
found necessary to bring in flax
workers from Ireland

Deforestation
and Bridges

The effect of the removal of the
forest cover on the watersheds of
our waterways is more widespread
than is generally  supposed.  Not
only is the snowfall allowed to
melt more quickly and heavy rain
fall permitted to reach the streams
more rapidly, but in doing so ear-
ries with it much lumbering waste
and other forest debris, Such
material eauses serious jams, form-
ing itself into closely-woven masses
against the abutments and piers of
bridges; the pressure of the water
behind these jums earries away
the bridges and their approaches,
and floods much surrounding ter-
ritory.

The rapid rise of the streams in
response to the precipitate run-off
also requires the provision of great-
er  clearance between the abut-
ments of bridges, whereas the ten-
dency has been to reduce the spans,

thus emphasizing the possibility of
their destructions by  freshets,
Mr. James W. MacKenzie, Assis-
tant Road Commissioner of Nova
Scotia, says:

‘It seems to have been the
custom for years, as wood became
scarce, to narrow up and confine
the streams in smaller vents, If
it is a fact that the clearing of the

country is the cause of the w
running off suddenly in cus
heavy downfalls, our bridges 1
be enlarged to carry the inere
streams, and this has been m
perience during the last
years

tw

The most destructive sum
freshet experienced in the cour

of Antigonish and Pietou for lvs‘
last twenty years, was the fry s
of August 2nd, 1908. Some f ‘a
six bridges in Antigonish co :,:
and fifty-six in Pictou were eqr 1
out, and in some sections one
structure in wood was ol -
away. 1 took particulsr
that, where the lumber trimmn, "
had been thrown into the st
the destruction was the greates

Steps should be taken to pres
lumbering and mill refuse |, th
washed into the streams, an -
remove obstructions in the stre o
on which jams may form, "

Alberta Coal on
Winnipeg Market

Summer Shipment of Coal to Stor Qe

Will Permit Continuous Opers o
of Mines e {

This summer an atter pt o val
large seale is to be made to plaver hay
Alberta coal on the W inmipeg ok obll
et. Difficulty has been expericn, .

in this market extension work by 11,
lack of storage capacity in Wi
peg, and the unwillingness of 1|
consumer to purchase his conl
ing the sun r, when it could i«
delivered direct from the cars. 11
overcome this objection to «

ordering, storage sheds, witl 1

soul
hely

of 20,000 tons, are liing toy
. These sheds will per in 1
the shipping of Alberta cosl 10 huv
Winnipeg during the slack seq-on
and storing it against the 104 opp
period.  This will have a twolold ey
effect.  First, it will relieve 1y Wh
traffic congestion of the autin the
when the railways are handling (. and
grain traffic. Secondly, it will "
mit the operation of the e .
during a period when, owing to 1l wes
absence of & market for the our will
they were ordinarily compelled 1 men
close down or operate  witl g Can
reduced staff,
i
This latter difficulty has lud Can
rather a widespread ‘effect, .l W
has militated against the ullity
of Alberta coal to meet comjl) Hou
tion. With the closing dow: of H
the mines for a portion of the - :
the overhead charges of the ¢ 1in "’i‘
year have had to be absorbe | Iy :'“m]

the period during which the 10

were operating, thus inereq-ing In
the cost of production toa cor-id- 2 00
erable extent. The enforeed o lle- oil in
ness of the miners also had an ing |
unsettling effect, and created (ffi- Vean
culty in securing and retaiing ment
efficient operatives.

This new enterprise of Allrta Tk
coal mine operators will be wat segre
with interest, and it is hoped 1/t and
with successful operation, the |- porti
tinl dependence of the wes for
cities upon United States ol Il
will be materially relieved. o to



