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SIN AND THE ATOINEMENT.

IBY TUIE RLV. WILLIA)f 1. 811ANW, LL.D1.,
Principal JVs1cyan Vhcological C'ollege, Mfont recil.

HIcw fortunate the Ch urchi whose
sciiolars hiave tinie and cî>portunity fur
scientxiic researchi and authoirslip. Thle
ohier Cliircies of Protcstantisîn hava
long enjcyed this priviiege. Methodisin
is approximiatinlg, thoughsloiy to tliis
positionI, even ini Caniad aNwith its imlperious
deiitinadt of practical duty, more so ini tlie
luîîited States, and mnost ini Great Britain.
X'his iatter is %vorth the serious attention
cf our- co)liege beunefactors, su that ini vari-
ous deî,artm1ients of literature and science

pro(fe3ss*ons inay bc able to contribute tu
tt-, ighý:>er work of authorship) the quota
justly deoîanded froin the larngest Pro-
testant Chiurch ini Canada.

Chancellor Burwashi lias hiad duning, the
past ten years cne cf the hieat%-iest taskis
anîd weightiest rcspcnsibilities ini the
educaticnal listory of Cafiada, in leading
Victoria Univ'ersity intc a new policy
anld into a ne(ci relatiolibipi surrounded
wî ii inan3 difficulties and nequ iring an
unliiiiited ancunt of anxicus toil. WVe
ccngratulate Iiiiuî that in addition to
bis niost, vahiable '' Conîentary on the
Romans " anîd inior wcnks, lie ]las fcunCe
tinie aînid his arduous duties to put ini
shape the lectures coiistittiting lus mono-
grapli just publislied on Il Sin and the

The first lecture is on Probation, and is
confined to hutinan conditions and destiny.
'4 Prob>ation is ini its very nature tein-

)oaiy"whether it bua ini the Case of
Adan; ini bis primitive state, or ecdi
nienibeî- of the race umuler redemoption.
Sini as an act and as a state is correctly
discussed w-itlî coî-responding phases of
the plrivis(ins Of grace. wXe simggest
care ini predîcating sin as a state. T1hîe
autlior is ecear enougli on this point, but
siîice Augustine error bias beenl advanced
by ivant of sucli care. Tuie results oif sin
to the individual andi to the race are
stated %with proper recogiiii- f hoered-
ity. Conditional Iiinînortality, Post-nor-
tain Probationi are rejccted on grounds
briefly but strongly sutaed.
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The Atocneînent is defiiied as Il that act
or %vork, of our Lord Jesus Christ cen-
of giili is death, %vhereby teogvns

ofsis is p)ossible to God, and for inan."
This detinition is safe, for it stites resuits
rather than mode. Stili die grreat ques-
tionu, Ifov, is tuot shirked aid the pin-
ciple is aftem~ards Stated and vin1diCated1
thiat it is I'in the nature of God Iiimiself,
bec:use lie is lhdy andi just hie cainnot for-
give Sins witlîout aItoueiienit.'' Ooimug
more chosely tc tie centre cf the problemn,
substitution is enccuntered and treated
'vith vigcrous severity. Theb views of
Anselin aund tie Calviiiists are statcd andi
correctly comîdenined as inîplying idlenri-
cal equivalence iii a commercial sense.
Ti[he rcader nmay, liowever, hea unable to
tc follow~ the lecturer ini those pboints of
the able discussion ini whichi Seripture
passages geiieraliy regarded as the stnong-
bolds of vicariousniess ia hehi to have
quite a (iillerent ineaniîig, and the suate-
mn'înit is risked thiat Christ suflèred muot
die penalty of eithier tie individual nor
of tlue race nor an equivaient for such
penalty, that t le onlly pemal suffering lie
endured wvas for liiiniself, seeing that "'in
Adaîn ail die."

wVhihe indeîitity of equivalem.ce cann11ot,
b, iunainitaiined, and Calvînismi 'as exag-
grerated the doctrinue cf substit utioui, it inay
bc w-ortlî cnq1(uirinig, ini rcjecting the coin-
mierciai idea cf quid proi q'uoi, whietlier the
vicanious idea cf <dwild pro) quo inay not
reprecnt the trutli. ideed, the authmon
reachues tîjis position wl'icmî lie says

'It is neot tie oufniu f an equivalent
penalty whuiehl calncels sin, but the ienit
cf a ivork of infinite moral value whuich at
once hionours Glod by loviîugy obedience to
the coîîumnand cf Ris love, and by laying
down life at tliat coninuand, lionoýurs. law
by nmeeting its ev ery denuaîud on 1-uni as
one witi the race. " Thîis han-guage, Ilthe
merit tif a %vtrlz of infinite mloral value,"
strikes us as consonant witli Scriptural
vic;tiniusness if unclerstood iin the liglit of
tie pirecicus words, Il Ife bore our si: in
lus oiwn bodiy on thie trac, " andi " lie
chastiscmnent of our peace ivas upon hii. "

Thuis work contains ini sniali ccnipass a
grent deal (if ChiriStianl thoughîIt anUd
scliolarshuip (f g-rcatest imipo)rtance.

l>ravcr nioves thme huiui(l wvîhil xoficsdte worM<.


