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'.UHI rLACO OP' M}nNG.
CE_% HIRTY-EIGHT years age a young man,

1bon in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, and
educated at Toronto, undertook the %vork of
founding the Presbyterian cause in the Red
River district. This was the late Rev. John
Black, D.D., of Kildonan, who journeyed forth,
takincr some ei ght weeks on the journey froin
Canaâa. Thirty-one years Dr. Black labour-
ed faithfuily in wbat was called, whon lie
wvent there, "The great Lone Land." On the
l2th of February, 1882. hie rcsted from. bis
labours, and in a very striking sense it rnay
be said of him, that his works do follow bîn>.
Not only have the wilderncss and the solitary
place blossoxned abundantly, in the material
sense, but that quiet rural parish now occupies
a promninent place iii the religluns entre of
the Nortlî-west. The name Winnipeg, given
te the place in the year of its incorporation,

* 187î3, had been borne by the cluster of bouses
haîf a mile, or thereabouts, norLb of Fort
Garry, for severai years previous te, that time.
The mean straggiing village of 1871, with a
popultion of iess than 300, liad, in two years,
grown into a city of 2200. In 1887, it is pro-
bably 30,000! IV is thxe capital of the province
of ]Nanitoba, and the seat of a Provincial Uni-
versitv' t, -whichi are aflhliatcd the Roman
Catholic, Episcopalian, and Presbyterian Col-
leges.- cach baving its separate faculty lu
Theology. The Synod of Manitoba and the
Nortli-ii est Territeries, -vith its five ?resby-
teries, its seventy ininisters and its 300 preachi-
ing stations, bas beconie an important factor
in promoting the higliest interests of this
great and growing country, and it was not

without good reason that the General Asseni-
bly which. met in Hamilton lat year, appoint-
ed its-next meetin", te be held " in Winnipeg,
and within Knox ëÈurch thcemY

In Winnipeg, according]y, thxe thirteenth
General Assembly of the Presbyteriau Churchi
in Canadla met on the 9th o? June, at balfps
seven ln the evening. At the bour appointe
Knox Chiurcb wvas filled te o-verfiowing. The
retiring Moderator, thxe 11ev. J. X. Smith, P.]).
of Galt, conducted the opening services and
peached a very earnest and able sermon
fom ZepIx. 3. :16, " Zion, let net thine hands

be sak"He fiast referred te, the importance
of the work of the Cbristian clîurch -the
saivation of immrrtal sc"îls, (2) The magnitude
of the work in its various branches-lu the
home, thxe conigregati6n, anam* in the mission
field at home and abroad; (3) the soiemu re-

sosbility duvolving upen ail Nvho cali thein-
selves Christians to taka part ln thçs work; (4ý
thxe urgency o? the work; a.nd lastiy, fihe suffi-
ciency of the promise of divine assistance te
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those who earnestly and faitbfully engag in-
the work. in closing, Dr. Smith referred to,
the losses sustained during the year in the,
doaths of suclh ministers as Messrs. Pringle,
of Brampton, and Ross, of Brucefield, and ai-
s0 of many office-bearers and members of the
church and in view of such Ioud calls urged
ail to increased and renewed efforts for the.
advancement of the Saviour's kin-dom.

The.Assembly having been èluiÎy constitut-
ed, the roll was called, when upwards of 250.
commissioners answered to their naines. Dr.
Smith in a -few 'well-choseu remâarks thauked
th e brethren for ail the kindness shewn to him
during the year and asked the Assoimbly t&>
eleot his successor. On motion of Rev. R. H.
Warden, ser.onded by Rev. C. B. Pitblado
REv. Da. Bu.JINs of F ort Massey Church, Bal-
fax, N.S, was elected by acclamation.

Tiin Nnw MO0DERATOR.
DR. RoBERT FERmuER BuRNS, is a son of tbe

late celebrated Dr. Robert Burns, for many
years minister of the Clhurch of Scotland ini
?aisley, and afterwards professer in Knox Col-
leýe, Toronto. Our Moderator wsboru in
Paisley, on December 23rd, 1826. Dr. Burns
zeceived his classicai education in the Univer-
sity of Glasgow, attendcd two sessions in the
New College Edi.nburghl, and completed bis
theologicai curriculum in KCnox College, Tor-
onto. Oùe was liccnsed te preachi by the Pres-
bytery of Toronto in .April 1847. In July
following, hie was ordaincd first pastor of
Chalmer's Churcix Kingston. In 1855 he was
translated to St. Catharines. lii 1366 ho re-
ceived flhc dcgrce of D.D., fromn Hamilton
College, (tica, U.S., and in IS67 becaino
pastor of the First Scottish. Prehyterian.
Churcb, Chîicago. 111 1870 Dr. Burnîs was
callcd tethe pastorate of Cote Street Churcb,
Montreai; and on the 18th of March, 1875,
ho w-as scttled in Halifax wvhere lie bhas since
remained. Dr. Burns bas thus had a varied
and very extensive experience of cburch work,
and in every place lie bias approved himself a
workman that nccdetli iot te, be ashamcd. Hek
is an able minister, an excellent platform
.speaker, a brilliant writer, a large hearted,
entbusiastic ana genia mnan. I)r. Burns,
cornes of a ministerial family, bis father and
grandfather bcing both distinguished minis-
tors. The RevY W. C Burns, the eininent
missionary te China was bis uncle.

The retiring Moderator received the ccrdial
thanks of the Asý.sembly for the ability wit.b
which he bad presided over the deliberations
of the court, and for the admirable sermon
preached by hua at tho opening of this session.
Dr. Smith then subitted dispatches that he
had received in answer te the loyal addresqses
passed by à<.z, General Assembly to Ber
Majesty the Queen, and to Lord and Lady

1Lansdowne, .A few matters of routine havingr
been attended, te thxe proSe&ings of thxe firet
Iday were brought te a close.
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