Manitobna Government Crop
Report.

Tho mlidsummer ¢rop bulletin of theo
provincial departmont of agricuitaro
was issued Soturday. Tho estimated
total yletd of wheat s 21,284,274
bushels, the average belug
etimated at 16.49 bushels por acre.
Manitoba's production of all kinds of
cureals will be necarly forty million
bushels. All departments of agricul-
ture arce reported to be In asatistac-
tory condition.

The information conlained in  the
bulletin a8 to the coudition of the
crups and live stock, the prubable yleld
per acre ol the various kinls of grain
sy the quuntities of iand broxen for
the first time this seasun, ete., is sume-
marlzed from returns received from the
ragulor corresponisuis of the depart-
went made under date of August 10.

lie province is divided into districts
a8 foillows. The Northwestern district
comprises the municipalities of Shelt
River, Boulton, Russell, Siive, Creek.
Rossbura, Ellice, Birtle, Shoal Lake,
Strathclajr, Harrison. Clan Willam,
Archie, Minilota, Hamlotn, Blanchard
Saskatchewan. Odanval, Dauphin. Gii-
bert Plalns.

The Southwestern —-Wallace, Wood-
worth, Duly, Elton, Cornwallis, W hite~
head, S8ifton. Pilpestoue, Glenwood,
Lakland, Arthur, Winchester, Morton,
Tartle Mountain, Cameron, IVhite«
water and Riverside.

The North Central—Rusedale, Lans-
Jdowae, “Westbourne, North Cypross,
North Norfolk, Langford, Portage la
Prairie, 8t. Francois Xavier, Wood-
lands, St. Laureant, Posen and Ochre
River.

The Soutls Central—South Cypress,
South Norfolk, Dufferiu, Morris, Mont-
calm, Rhineland, Stanley, Pembina,
Lorne, Louise, Argyle and the west
half of Maecdonald.

The Eastern—Gimlii, Rockwood, St.
Andrews, 8t. Clements, St. Pauls,
Springfield, Kildonan, St. Boniface;
Assinibola, Tache, Richot, De Salaber-
ry, Hauover, La Broquerle, Franklin,
Rosser and the east half of Macdonald.

WHEAT.
Area under Yleldper. Total
rop. acre. yield.
District, Acres, DBush., Bush,
N W, e 0,000 17.7 1,593,000
S, W. 554,626 13.9 7.709.302
N. C. 240,181 18, 4,328,258
8. C. 820,000 18.0 5,920,000
Eastern .... 86,095 20.2 1,738,716
Prov. ... ..1,200(882 1649 21,284,274
VATS.
. Area under Yloldper. Total
crop. acre, rield,
District, Acres, Bush., Bush.
NOW.L 88,940 30, 2,102,670
S, W, - 1€9,925, 18.8 3,194,590
N. C. . 3,656 30.5 2,248,508
3 C. .. . 105100 804 3,195,040
rastern .. . 50,0820 35.2 1,778,304
Province .. 408,141 26.73 12,517,112
BARLEY.
Area upder TYieldper. Total
erop. acre, yield.
District. Acres. Bush, Bush.
NoWo e 13,770 2. 130,480
NED. A - 82,8506 1 591,408
R » RO P 740 24, 903,760
AT ¢ A, 44,000 25, 1,100,000
Eastern ..,.... 24,900 288 717,120
Province .. 153,268 238 3,644,788
FLAX, RYE AND PEAS.
Area in  Average Totel
€rop. yield, yiold,
Flax s e eeennsne20,658 156 309,795
RFG oo wee oen ooeree 2,976 185 33,087
PeaB i . . . e 1,860 23 38,287
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THE COMMERCIAL

HAY.
Approximate yiold per acro.
Pralrio Cultivated
Hay. Grasses,
Tous. Tons,
Northwestorn .. . eeeee 20 1.0
Southwestorn ... «e e o 1D 1.5
North Central .. ... o 1.0 1.1
South Central ... . o wee e Loy 1.6
Bantern ... e e s e oo L0 14
AVOTREZC oo wor cre oee sevens 1.0 1.4

From the above 1t will be scen that
the past season has not been o (wvor-
able one for tho fodder crops—the av-
crage yleld for the province beling
three-tenths of a ton xr acre less
than last year, both native and culti-
vated grasses. This is due, doubtless,
to the remarkably dry weather ex-
perienced durtng the moath of May,
and to the fact that June also was
much drler thian usual. Reports from
different localities show the greatest
variation—some stating the yfeld as
high as four tons and some as low as
one-half ton per acre. As was the
caso last year the yield of tlto native
grasser [s heavier than that of tho
cuitivated varieties.

1IVE STOCK.

In most parts of the provinco horses
sre roported as being rather thin, the
reason given being the lightress of
last  year’s oats. Other stock is
everywhero reported to be in good
condition and in excellent health. No
dlseuse has been prevalent, though in-
Jdavidunl cases of thoe usual discases to
witielt stock s subfect have been re-
perted.  Sheep and pigs are reported
duing welf and free from disease.

PASTURES.

Tho majority of reports agree (n
stating that pastures aro in good coil-
d.tion, but from all districts except
the castern and the eastern part of
thie north ceantral come accaslonal
complnints that they are drying up
ant badly in need of rain. On the
whole the grazing lands of the prov-
lnce are fn fair average condition for
e season of the year.

BREAKING AND FALLOWING.

Breaking Tallowing
District.

acres. Geres.
Northwestorn.. .. ... 9,810 29,700
Southwestera. .. «..42880 241,150
Nurth Central .. ... 15,000 54,750
Sonth Central.. 15,200 5 £,400
Bastern... .. .. 6,400 12,960

FProvifiCCe. . ... ..88,790 342,960

HARVEYD HANDS.

A clreular card was sent out by the
department to each correspondent
asking the number of extra men re-
quired to take off the harvest. The
suswers recelved indicate that over
4,000 men are required In harvest
and threshing, Our agent in  the
east was notified and the harvest
excursions are bringing In a number
of men, which it 18 hoped wil) be sul~
ficlent to take off the crops and get
through thréshing in good, time,

CROP PROSPECTS.

Although the first part of the
seasont was dry and retarded the
growth of the crops in most dls-
tricts, yet it will be scen from the

wubuluted statement he.ewith that the
crop, onn the whole, is o falr average
atle.

Lust season correspondents meation-
ed some damage by an insect boring
at tlhe bawe of the stems of the
wheat plant, causing it to turn white,
and produciug an empty head. This
is reported to a greater extent agaln
tlls season~the &...;age being steted
'n some cases to be as much as one-

tifth of the“entire crop. If the insect-
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referred to be the wheatwtem-fly, the
remedy s very slple, ae will be seen
from the following paragraph from
thie Domininlon Experimental farm re-
port for 1896.

“Remedies—As nearly all the larvae
(of the wheat-stem saw-fly) pass
the winter in the base of the straw.
it is quite evident that the most prac-
tical remedy wilt bo found fu treating
the stubble, so as to destroy them ar
the pupae before the fiee emerge. “This
may be done either by plowing deeply
after harvest, or by burning over,
which for another reason also wijll
certainly be a most useful gractice in
Manitoba, for in that proviuce, on ac-
count of the usual plan of growing
wheat for several successive scasons
on the game land, som2 bad weeds have
incrensed enormously. ‘The burnjng
overr of stubble fn autumn will cer-
tainly destroy vust numbers of these
and thelr soeds, as well as at the samo
time the larvae of the wheat-stem
saw-fly. In Manitoba a great deal
more straw is produced every year by
farmers than they can possibly feed
or use otherwlse, and a8 a consequence,
a8 soon as the farmer knows how much
be will require the residue, a lurge
.mount, i8 burned every spring, sim-
ply to get it out of the way. 8hould
the wheat-stem saw-fly ever in-
crease sufficiently to affect the yleld
appreciably the burning in autumn of
the straw needed would undoubtedly
be u wise practice, as it is known that
o few of the cocoons, at any rate, are
formed in the straw.” Report of Dr,
James Fletcher, Botanist and Ento-
mologist.

This fs the only serious damage to
the crop, reported this year, with
the exception of vne or two hail
storms, of local character, covering
only very limited areas.

NOXIOUS WEEDS.

Correspondents report that the in.
spectors appofuted by the municipal
counclis under the noxiot ¢ weeds act,
are as g rulo faithful in 1 e dlscharge
of their duty, and good results may
be expected from their work. Oune
correspondent  says, “Farmera
putting forth every effort to
out noxious weeds. Some are pulling
the French weed and burning it,others
summer fallowing, plowing and har-
rowing the land as soon as weeds are
in sight.” Another says, “We have
no wexds in our district, but are un
the lookout for them in all seed grain
and grass sceds.” This is as it shonld
be, and such watchfullnpess will be
well repaid by escaping tiie annoyance
and expenss of denling with the pest.

Care should be taken not to
plow ou the road allowances, hut
to leave them the full width, as this
will be found of great help in prevente
ing the spread of eeeds from one farm
to another. Summer falllowing and
seeding down are the methods most
adopted for killing wecde.

In some cases inspectors have found
it necessary to have grain crops
plowed under, but this extreme meas-
ure has been taken only in a very few
instances, wlere a weedy plot was
amenance to o neighborhood. It is
individual effort that counts and re-
ports go to show that farmers recog-
nize this. All progressive farmers are
looking carefull> after the destruction
of weeds withoat waiting for notifica-
tion, assistance or compulsion from
muunicipal or other officers.

are

RAINFALL.
N. W, Distriet. April. May. June, July.
Rapid City .. .. .. .84 C oS4 2.86
Russoll .o e o o 20 1,01°1.21 178

Shoal Lake .. .. ... .20 .85 1.06 4.81



