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KOXI0U8 WEELS,

Tho Manitoba departmont of agriculture
bas just issued o pamphlet entitled * Noxious
Weeds and How to Destroy Them." Thisis
the third edition of this pamphlet, which has
been published and distributed by the Pro-
vincia) Governmont, and this latest edition
coutains later and additional information re-
garding this important subjoot. Tho pam-
phlet contains & number of illustrations
showing some of tho bad weods, 8> that those
wtodo rot know the weeds by appearance,
will bo able to recognizs them from the des-
criptions and illustrations given. Full des-
criptionsof all the noxious weeds known in
Mabitoba, are given, with practical infor-
mation for their eradication where they have
goined o foothold. This pamphlet should be
in the hands of every farmer in Manitoba.
No good farmer wiil allow woeds to rob him
of part of the profit which ho should receive
from his crop, Weeds extract the moisture
and vitality from the soil, which should go to
thecrop. Tite more weeds the smaller will
the yield of crop be, This question of nox-
ious weeds is o matter which Mauitoba farm-
ars require to study carvefully, as the custom
here, of cultivating largo areas in arapid
manuner, bas been favorable to the production
of woeds. Iu soms districts weeds have gain-
ed quite a foothold, and it will reqairo con-
stant attontion to keop them dowa.

TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES.

It has beon announced definitely from
Ottawa, that the Canadian ministers who
visited Washington will report in favor of
the appointment of commissioners. to meet
and confer with commissioners to bs appointed
by the United States, to take into considera-
tion the question of trade relationship
between the two countries. We will all
hope that the appointment of the commission
will speedily result in the bringing about of
a much greater measure of commercial free-
dom between the two countries, In the
meantime, however, the new tariff bill,
which will largely iuncresse the duty on
cummodities imported from Canada, 18 being
pushed forward at Washington. Thie does
put look very assuring for the improvement
of our trade relationship with the United
States in tho near future.

Ono effect of the appointment of this com-

mission will probably be to postpona the ex-”

pected rovision of ovur tariff. With a com-
ission working on the question of trade re-
lationship with the United Stiates, our
government will prob.bly desire to postpone
the proposed tariff revision until the outcome
of the regotiations are known. As this can
bardly be accomplished i~ timo for action
during tho coming session of parlisment,fit
wil afford a good excuso for postponing
action on the tariff question. If the govern-
ment hes decided not to take up the tariff
question this session, it would be & wise

*
plan to lot the cotintry know it at onco, a3
uncertainty regarding the tarift is advorse
to commercinl activity.

THE OOMHEROIAL ANNUAL.

Our aunual is now about ready for distri-
bution. It contains & full report of the ro-
cent business men'sconvantion at Winmpeg ;
also tho roport of tho cuuncil and the presi-
dont's address, presonted at the rocent an-
nual meeting of tho Winnipeg beard of trado,
Considerablo spaco is devoted to our mineral
intercst, both in Northwestorn OQatario and
British Columbia., Tho grain trado, live
stock trade, dairy industry, and the progress
of agriculture, and gonoral davelopment of
Wastern Cancda is dissussed 1o o long list of
miscollanoous articles, Several articles deal
with the lumbering, fishing and other in-
torests in British Columbia, Tho number
is profusoly illustrated with now engravings.
This annual number of The Commercial will
bethe largest publication ever issued here,
and the editiun will bo the largest over pub-
lished by any papar west of the lakes. Ex
tra copies will bs forwarded to any address
for 25 cents each,

EARLY CLOSING OF STORES,

A public meoting will ba hold in Winunipeg
on Tuesday evening. Fab. 23, to discuss the
question of the earlier closing of stores on
Saturday evonings. The presect movement
was inaugurated by the Winnipeg Minis.
terial association.
doubt take the view that the present custom
of keoping stores open until all hours on
Saturday eveniugs, i3 immoral in its nature,
or at least has a tendency in an immoral
direction. In taking such a view they are
probably not very far astray, though The
Commercial will not undectake t2 discuss the
matter on such grounds.

The clergywen first approached the city
Reotailors’ association. The retailers, we
understand, expressed their willingness to do
what they could to assist in educating public
opinton 1n favor f early closing, but thoy
were not prepared to push the matter alone
at presant, They impressed upon the clergy-
men the necessity of edurating public opinivn
in this matter, ard pointed out that the
clorgymen could themselves take a leading
part in accomplishing this end.

The result has been, that & pubiic meating
will be called on the date named, and the
Ministerial a3sociation, the Ratailers’ asso-
ciation and the Trades and Labor council of
the city wili all joinin the movement. It is
very appropriate that the city labor organi-
zations have beeninvited to take part in the
movement. The chief claim pat forward by
those in favor of long hours for stores, is tuat
it is necessary to keop open late in the even-
ing in order to accommodate the working
mon. It 18 represonted thav working men
have not an opportunity to make their pur-
chases during the ordinary hours, and that
tho stores must be kept oven lato to enable
them to make their necessary purchases. It
will bo interesting to hear what the repre
sentatives of the labor organizations havs to
say to this cliarge. They are in favor of
shorter hours for their own trades, and The

The city clergymen no .

Commercial does not boliove they will ask
that long hours bo onforced upon meorchants
aud their olerks in order to accommodate
thom. The workiog men wiil no doubt find
a means of overcoming difficulties of this
nature, 8o that merchants will not bo ablo to
say that thoy arv obliged to imposo upon
their olorks and assistants, as woll as upon
themsslves, 1n order to accommodate the
working mon.

As rogavds the Retail ascoiation, Tho
Commeroial is not surprised that the ratail-
ors have not at once become enthusiastic in
favor of early closing on Saturday oveniogs.
Tho retailers in Winnipog have had a hard
fight to securo carly closing on the remain-
ing five busincss evenings of tho week, In
fact they are hardly tbrough with this fight
yot. However, a good deal has been accom-
plished in Winnipsg in favor of tho early
closing of stores, and the good work dome
hers is bearing fruit in other parts of the
province, as the early closing movement
has extended to many provincial towas.

The movement in favor of eduoa-
ting public opinion in favor of the
earlier closing of stores on Saturday, is
no doubt the proper way of starting at this
question, and in this respect the olergy can
assist very materially., The Commercial be-
lieves that seventy-five per cent. or more of
the business done on Saturday evenings
could be done during the day, or even on &
day earlier in the week, withoat the least in-
convenience to the purchasers, The habit
of making purchases late on Saturdays is
simply custom with most people. If those
who can make their purchases earlier, could
be induced to do so, one hour on Saturday
ovenings would bo sufficient to accommodate
the few who, by reason of their emyloyment,
are unable to get out daring the ‘day.
Thus, instead of the stores being kept open
until midnight or later, they could be closed
at eight or nine o'clock at the latest on Sat-
urdays. Tne greater number of people who
buy late on Saturdays, simply doso on se-
count of a thoughtless habit, and they never
take the thought that they are imposing up-
on the merchant and his employees by kesp-
ing up this custom.

Another matter which would materislly
nid in tho earlier closing of stores on Satur-
days, would be to make some day earlierin
the week pay day in establishinents where a
number of hands are employed. The castom
of paying on Saturday hasa tendency to un-
naturally expand basiness with the storeson
Saturday eveming. It would be a greathelp
to city merchants if the Saturday pay day
Were changed to some day earlier in the wesek,
aay oo Monday.

Since the early oclosing system ocame jinto
offect in Winnipég on all business dsys exs
capt Saturday, the amount of business done
on Saturday everdugs has greatly increased,
8o that now the stores aro often kept very
busy until very late oa Saturday nights.
In the summer season they are kept busy
sometimes until about midmght, and they
consequontly cannot get their goods pab
away and their stores straightened up until
Sunday morning has arrived. Thus the
merchant and his assistants are debarred of



