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The Manitoba deùpartmnent cf agriculture
bas just issued a pamphlet entitlod ' Noxious
Wecds and Ilow to Destrey Thomi." This is
the third editien cf this pamphlet, which. bas
been published and distributedl by tho Pro-
vincial flovernmotit, and this latest edition
contains ]star and additional information ra-
garding this important subloot. The pain-
phlet coutains a nuniber et illustrations
showilng soma of tho bad woozis, s)> that thoso
who do cet know the wceds by appearance,
will bu able ta recegniza them frein the des.
criptions and illustrat ions givon. Full des-
criptions oi all the toxiones weods, known in
Maoitoba, are given, with practical infor-
mation for their aradication where tbey have
gaiuad a, focthold. Thtis pamphlet should hoe
in tho bands cf evcry farmer in Manitoba.
No gond farmer will allow weeds te rob hlm
cf part cf the profit which ho should recoive
frcmt bis crop. Weeds extraet the moisturo
and vitaW-t.y f rom the soit, which shuta go ta
the crop. Tuie more weed: the unialler wvill
the yiold cf crop l'e. This question of nox-
ious weeds la a matter whieh Mauitoba farm-
ors roquire to study carefully, as the custom
berc, ef cultivating largo areasj in a rapid
monter, bas beau favorable t-) the production
cf woeds. lu sotts districts weeds have gain-
ed quite a fonthold, and it will req.iire con-
stant attention te kcep thema dowa.

TRADE WITH THE UNlITED STATES.
It bas bw:u announced definitely froni

Ottawa, that the Canadiau mini-3ters whn
visited Washington will report in laver of
the appeintment cf comnmissiouers. te meet
andeeonfer wit.h commissioners tube appeînted
by the Uriited States, te take into considera-
tien the question of traite relationship
botween the two countries. SVe will ail
hope that the appointment of the cemmission
will speedily resuit in the bringin- about et
a much, greater mensure of commercial free-
dom between the two countries. la the
meautime, however, the new tarif! bill,
wbich ivili largely increase the dnty on
cumamoditios nnportedl freux Canada, is being
pushed forward at, Washington. Tis does
nut lok very assuring for the iniprovement,
ci ur trai3e relationship with the United
States in tho near future.

One effeet o *f the appui ntment cf this ceom-
mnission wmil1 probably ho ta postpone the ex-.
pected revisicu of Or tarif! . With a cein-
mission working on the question of trade ro-
latienship witb. the 'United States, our
governont will prob.-bly desire tu postpone
the prcposed tarif! revision until the outeeme
cf the regotiatieus ame kuown. As this eau
hardly ho accnrnplished ; -' time for action
during the ccming session nf parliament,:it
will afferd a gond excuse for pestpening
action on the tarif! question. Il the govern-
ment hmn detided net te taire up the tarif!
question tiq session, la would bo a 'vise

-Mun-,

plan te lot the Country knew it at once, as
uncortainty regarding tho tarif! is adverse
ta commercial activ!ty.

TUE 00991EB,0IAL ANIAL.
Our qiual is now about ready for distri-

bution. It contains a full report of the re-
cent business mon 'sconveýntien at Winnipeg;
aise tho report of the cuurioil and the prest-
dent's address, prosonted at the reont au-
nual meeting et the Winnîipeg bc'ard ef trade.
Cousidorablo spaco is dovotedl to our minorai
interest, both ln 2Northwostcru Ontario and
British Columbia. The grain trado, live
stock trado, dairy inidustry, and the progresa
cf agriculture, and ganoral dovelopmont of
Western Cari cdu id disuussed in a long bust ef
miscehlanonus articles. Saeral articles deat
with the lumbzrinig, fisliing and other in-
terests iu British Columbia. Tho number
is profusoly illustrated with now tmgravings.
This annual number uf Tues Commercmi wmiii
betho largest Publication ovar issued hare,
and the edition will bc the largest over pub.
lished by any paper 'vest cf the litkes. E*r
tr% copies 'viii b3 forwaxded te auy address
fer 25 cents each.

EABJLY 0L0INd1 OF BiZ0E8.
A publie meetiî.g vii ha hald in WVinuipeg

on Tuesday eveuing, Fab. 235, te di-icuss the
question cf the enrlier clouing cf stores on
Saturday evaninga. The prosent movamant
ires inaugurated by the Winnipeg Minis.
tonial association. The city clergymen ne
doubt take the view that the present customi
of leeping stores open until ail heurd on
Saturday eveningî, is immoral in its nature,
or at toast bas a toiideucy in an immoral
direction. In takîng sncb a view they are
probably not vory far astray, though The
Commercial wiiI not uindortake tD discuss te
inatter ou such grounds.

The clergymen firat approached the cil;y
netaileri' association. The retailers, 'vo
understand, expressed thuir willingness te do
what thoy coula Wo assist in educating public
opinion in favri c arly closing-, but thoy
'vere net preparedl te push tho niattor atone
at presAnt. They im2pressed upon the elergy-
men the necessity ofm cd uâ'ntingô public opinion
in thls mattor, and pointed out that the
zlergymen could theniselves taire a leading
p'art lu accomplishing this end.

The rault bas been, that a pubic mneeting
wiUl ho called on the date named, andi te
Ministerial association, the Routiers' asso-
ciation and the Traites and Labur counicil of
the city wili ail juin in the niovement. it is
very appropriate that tho city labor organli-
zations have boatn invited te taire part ln the
movement. The chie! cdain pat for ward by
thoso lu furor cf long heurs for stores, is 5a
i; lu necessary te beep open lute lu the aveu-
ing lu order te accomniedate the working
mon. It is represented thai working men
have flot an opportunity te mnaIe their pur-
clisses during the ordinary heurd, aud that
the stores must ho kept eaun late, ta enuble
themn te malte their nccessary purchases. 1;
will bu interesting te hear what the repro-
sontatives cf the labor erganizitions hav3 ta
say tu this charge. They are lu favor of
shorter hourdi for their cwn trades, and The

Commercial dom, net bolinvo they ;vill ask
that long hours bo enforcedl upon marchants
aud thoir olerks in erder Wo accemmodate
thoin. The worklog mon wlil no doubt find
a monse of ovorcoming diffloulties of this
nature, so that touchante will not ho able ta
say that thoy are obligea te impose upon
thoir ooerks sud assistints, as woll as upon
thetnsolves, ini order tu acommodate the
wcrking mon.

As regards the Rotait agioiation, Tho
Commercial lu nlot surprisoid that the rotait-
ors have~ fot at once bocomo enthusiastxc in
favor ai early cosing cm Saturday ovonings.
The retailors in Wirnapog have bad a bard
fight tu securo carly closing on the romain-
ing fivo business ovoninga et the wook. In
fact they are hardly tbrough with this flht
yet. E{owever, a gond deat has beau acor-
plished in WVinnipeg in Laver of the earlv
elosing cf stores, and the gond work donc
hors is bearing fruit in other parts cf the
province, as the oarly cloeînS movement
bas extended te many provincial towns.

Tho movement ini favor cf canon-
timg public opinion in laver of the
earlier closing of steres on Saturday, is
ne doubt the proper way of starting st t.his
question, and in this respect the ciergy eau
assist very niaterially. The Commeroial be-
haeos that sevonty-fiva per cent. or more of
the business donc on Saturday evoningo
could be donc during the day, or aven on a
day oarlior in the week, withont the least in-
cenvenience Wo tho purahasers. The habit
cf making purchasos lato on Saturdava is
simply custorn with most; people. If tboso
who eau malte their purchases earior, could
bo induced tW do se, one heur on Saturday
evenings ivould be sufficient te accommodate
the few who, by ressort of their emyloyment,
are unable te gel; eut during the .1day.
Thus, instead cf the stores being kopt open
until midnight or later, they could bo elosed
at cight or nineoe'clock at the lates on Sat-
urda"F. Tne groater number of people who
buy late on Saturdays, simply do se on au-
count of a thoughtless habit, and they neyer
take the thought that tbey are imposing up-
on the marchant and his empleyees by keep-
ing up this oustom.

Anther matter which would materially
aid in the enriier closing ef stores on Satr-
days, would ho tu make soma day earlier in
the weelt pay day iu establishmnuts where a
number of hand' are employed. The ouatent
cf paying on Saturday has a tondency tu u-
naturally expaud business with the stores on
Saturday evening. 1; would be a greathelp
te city nmarchants if the Saturday pay day
were changea te snme day earier in. the v eelt,
say on Monday.

Since the early olosing system camte ;ÈnW
affect in \Vînnipeg on ail business ays ex-
cept Saturday, the amount of business doute
on Saturday evenin'gs has greatly increased,
se that now the ctnres are of tou kept very
busy until very late oi Saturday nighta.
In the surrmer season 1 hey are kept busy
sometime% until about midnight, and they
censequeutly canne; gel; their gonds put
away and their stores straigbtened up until
Sunday morning has arrived. Thus the
marchant and his assistants are debarred of


