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wvhjè'%pPicatidn h -as eon- nmade for.tble
in r, <WAtioil of C'rie conipany 'which pr&.
p *eàto.tzideitakie tiÎe gigaiàtic work of
bdilIding a-traiiscointinental ronad, ns à rivil

RiýU11.1 Ùi t tkid akl s an-aljsurd scbmine,
atî4tV tbc' dldîyer bo compluted,
bt-Ï'ho'soýïr bai thiii'«great Nvork bteu
biAtl iotÎ 'a sudoossful issue, than *iow
trjîîconttîentaIl railwayè throu,,h Canadil

arc,'ý1këdôf.7Itis 'quite withii tule
p ibýkfie8 tbnt a:.second Ognadian ?'a-

cifertutiy,înay be hut, witlin the life
tinte of the presut'eueratien, and in fact

î~1becrnIin 'lmotà probe bilty that
sucb wvil] bu the case. Wuo lave abis otîmer
grest r4iI*âày scbeipes in CJanada which
afé éeÉtainý to bo carried otit seoner or
lnter, such as railways te Fludson's Bay,
and iuto.tjo great*Peace and Magkezizie
river countries of the north, te say nothing
of the tnnlre visionary schenit (if! a railway.-
aiouidIthe worid, via Alaskâa.

But té returW to our subject of railwdîy
enterprises in British olumbia. A few
weeks ago, an erticle il. these columuts 'vas.
devoted to this matter. In ait article on.
"Rnilwàys in Western Canada," in the
last issue of titis journal, the present rail-
wvay miteale of British Columnbia was
shown to-be about 615 mtiles, nîndé up e!
the, main' lne of the 0. P. R.,*froti the
sunimit of the Rocky Mountains te Van-
cotivpr;5U2Oe miles; Westminster brâeill

(P.,8 iilés; E'4quitnalt nd Nauniaio:
rnilway on Vancouver Islanîd, 75 miles;
Union mîines railway, lU> muiles. The
EsqutruaWroad cotinects Victoria, and Es-
quiniait barbcr nnd naval station with the
coal mines of, the Nanaimuo district. The
short road at the Union mines, connecti
these coal.mittes with the batrbo'', in the
Ceniox district, Vancouver IiElmntd. This
roa waco.npletèd in Jannary of tlîtrpre-:
siOnt year, and the mines are now l5ein-
opened aud put in oporatien.

..O the vnrious.railway scbeme&in, Brit.
ish Columbia, there are .two %vhlch înaybez
said te be in course'o! construction. >3uth.
these ronds are designed te connect, wîth
railways in the Untited States te the south.
Oit o! tbt-serQads is intended te conne.t,
thq city.o! Ngey W~estmnîster witb Pugt
Sc.und pdiliý.' Pr 1.ia la-; beent niadd
for the censtritution of.a bridge over the.
Fià,ir river ai Nev yesttminster, and
seine preliminary work lias been done on~

tlîa nch asc _rug the rig4ît oË>2 .ny
etc. Tivi city, bas votedl t75,000- tç) this
road as a boîtps, itd.a.tnrther $75,000 te

assst n to cns~trutio . f .hebridge.-
i Itq~li1Yýd that. the Northern Paciî6g-
C.i panÇ~n îinteèrxst#zn this road.ý
'te oth er ril.way moîîtioîîpd ns uncler
consfructioù, is-a b. P. tf.. scheîne. 'This
road.is.ittended te 'conpect th<- main huie.'
of the oPR.witÉ a road buildiag nortir-
wa.'d frotn _&aitte, oir Puget Souuuid COei-
nection wviIl be ride.wîth the.ç. P.. Z

nearM(~io 'StaUî~-a pintb ittli niina-
lino 424ilàk eâsVý4>f- ~'iclvr --Tbe

'only wàrk clone on .this ioad on. the Cand-
dian side of the houndary, is in the direc-
,tion o! preparing for thi- construction of
an bridge across tho Fraser river, near
'iissioî IStation. Thig is tho tirst work
!wbichlei necessnry in the conîtruction of
,the road. Thet 0. P. R. Co. i uîow band-
,Iing con4iderahile througbl freigh,,t te and
,fromn Puet~ Sourid points, wvhicli te carrîed
hy Rtearners butîveen Puaget Sound aid
' Vancouver. WVitb dirçpct railway con-
,nection with, Pu.,-tt Sound citice, ne doulbt
;the C.P.R trafic ini that direction would
ba inerease-d. .BoLhi the C. P. It and the
New WVestminster ronds are expected te
:li completed this ye.nr.

SThe other proposed railway enterprises'
:in B. C. arn o! a more utîcertain nature,
!se far as -.hwir ininmediate construction is
,concerned. One feature contmon to thent.
'ail, howover, is the dlaims being madin
:upon the Provincial Govertinment for as-
isstance. The Shuswny & Okanagan rail.
'way is a .schetne wlîich bias beeti for soute
yea-s unde'r considerationi. The cumpnny
.formed te build titis rend was voted a
errant o!- $200,000 by, the Provincial.
Legislature sdnîe Lime ligo, and this wvas
furthe.' supplemented by a grant of $3,200
per mile from' the Dûiliinion Govorniueît,
*the length of the rond beinq about 50
imfiles. The prnjctors, howt vér, have
found it.impossible, aven wvith this assîst-
anco te finance their sciiene. Thi. cent-
paiy now asks the-Legislature te guaran-
tee inti-rast. for twentv years, at four per
cent., on $1,250,000, aud they claini that
tlais-wvould.secure the construction o! the
road. This wvouki be in lieu of tMie $200,-
000 provincial grant, and the company
'would aise makot over its Dominion grant
ie the provinve. A guaraate>ý on the
suni meîîtiont:d se.s a ratiier large. grant
in cotipnrison.¾vitli che leugth o! the rond.
Th*e.Slîdswap;L& Okatîngan rond is designed
te ruta fri>îu the iain. lino of the 0. P. R.
Éouthward te Okanagan lake, in the in-
t2riur of th. province. This lake is Unavi-
gable for 60 miles, and there is coîîsider-
able good agi iltural, and grnzig land in
the clistrict which would ho opened up.
~Thîough it. is alwatys desirable to develop
ilhe peovince hy the opcning up of interio.r
il isc.rictq, yeti -the- people shoulId be careful1
tWýt they do net pay tee dtenrly for what
th..y gain in thisdirt.criti. The Oiranaffan
COU mrtry is probalîly 0.10 of the most va u
aibLe distlricts ini Brith-li Colimlia, poss<.s.
sing iiiinerai as well ast agricujtural nd
pastoral wenltb, and the devnlopmnent o!
the re-ion which would follow railway
construction into -the district, would nu
dotbt consiclerably increase the resqurces
of the province.

Anvther interior rail way scheme is thu
Columnbiat River & Ko:otenay rond. This
proposed rond lias bi-en given a grant of
200,000 acres of provincial lands and cer-
tain concessions iii the wvay ci tax em~p-
tiotis,l etc. It is propoýýed te open up the
ýKootexîny d istrict by mentis of tItis rond -
à pitgioa-, colisiderèd..te lie vçry rich 'ini.
i6ineral. and agricuitural wveaith. Severni

other ronds are talkpd of, sucb as the oc-..
tension of the Islanîd rnhilvay, a short liste>
butweeîî Vancouver and the Fraser river,
1a rond froîn Vancouver soutlîward, via
tint delta disitriet, to Puizot -Sound points,
and tîtere is aise the proposed Victoria,
Stanicli anîd M.ainiand rend, ait e! which
schoines have thtiir special advoctts.

The cite great rail way schine, hiowever,
wvlich ta attracting the inost attenîtion, is
the proposed Cetnadiati WVstersn Rail way.
o'his is a gi#,aiitio schî'mue concenipltt.d as
a rival. te the 0. P. R., and ittnded te
conneet theo Pacifie coast witli the East.
.A bill incorporatitîg the 0anadian WVest-
t-rn Railway Coîmîpany bas beet passed b)y
the Local buse, einpowvering thoccîinpany,
te buiid a rond fro)n the easterîî bouîîdary
;o! the province,. via the Yuliowhiead Paus,
Onrlmon and Bute tolet, to.cennect wjth
the Equimult, anîd Nanaiiîno railway on
:Vancouver Islnd. The Yellowbead

Pas, will ho remnembered, is the route
origiînlly selected for the C. P. R. The
pass is said te presetît very fewv engineer-
îîîg ditliulties, in coinpariset i vth .the
route finally seleoted for thte C. P. R. A
ruad by that pass wtuld aise pass tbrough
a more valuable territory, it is claitued,
thau the country now served by the C. P.
R. It is proposed te have this railway
crosat frein the maitîland te Vancouver Is-
lnnd, in the vicittity o! Bute In.et, wvhere
it is snid a crossimîg is practical, and thus
Victoria wnuld becomne the termni îus o!
the rond. lt is expected that in tiie con-
tîection woutd bu madu at te eastera
bouuîdnry o! the province, with soumo
transcontinental rond. A bi-, land sub-
sidy has been votedl by the Lucal flouse.

A bill bas bèen passed previding
for à grant of about twelve Jnilliorî
aires of land inanid of the road. T'hi.
scbeme bas Jrt-ntcd a gr at deal.of enthu-
sinsin in Victoria anîd on thîe Island, whîile'
cônsidurable opposition bas develojRed o'a
the maitiland, and particularly -àt Van->
couver, agnitust.the gtr&utiuîg, o!' latid te the
oîupany. Naturally Vatncouver would

l*e opposed te t.he creating o! aisother Pa-.,
cific rail way terminus iii I$ritish Columbia. ,
'At this distance, ho%'ever, it i impoàlGleý'
te look upon this -gigantic, écleme as one
wbîch, i lîkely te hoe uîîderta-en nt once,
tlîough in' the future ir is quite probable
tliat a rail wy nîîy ho huilr, through Yel-.
hewbend P .ss The land grant is certain-.
ly a big thing for a single province to
band ôver te a railway cotiilaty, but thie
bill graitimîg thts land wns carried by a
vote, o! Leventeèn te tbrce, despite the-.
protests of the 'Vancouver board o! tradle.
Thte lnd. gratît will include alternate
blocks extending thirty twe miles on
eitlîer side of the proposed rond, oach
block of land baving a frontage o! twe-nty
muiles ou the railway, atLd te ho opposite a
sitîxilar block- ta ho retnined by the
Government, and will total up te
nearly 12,000,000 acreis, including sonie
very valuable tituber und mineraI lnds.
The bill stipuhates that construction is te
commîîence witbiii twe years, nîd the rond
is to ho completedl ini ten ye.ars.
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