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while-dpplication has beon- made_for'the
inﬁérﬁtibil of oré company ‘which pro-

iseg ta vndertake the.gigantic work of
biilding atranscontinental road, as d rival
totthe 0. P. R.  Within the presont de!
cadeyithere’ wera“many “pirsois in. Can-
addjwho talked .of -the Canadian Pacitic
Rai j}?gy-‘lj ndettaking as an‘absurd schome,
atidioné which' would 1.gver bo completed,
but'ho seoner has this ‘great work been
brought. te & sucoessful issue, than now
transcontinental railways throu,;h Canada
arestatked of. It is Juite withid the
pogsibilities that & second Canadian Pa-
cifilirailway .may be built, within the life
time of the present'generation, and in fuct:
itds - becoming ‘alnost a probabilty that
such will be the case. We have also other
great railway schemes in Canada which
até eftain’ to be carried out sooner or”
later, such as ruilways to Hudson's Bay,
and into.tlie great Peace and Mackenzio
river countries of the north, to say nothing
of the moare visionary scheme of a railway.-
around’the world, via Alaska.

But to return’ to our subject of railwdy
enterprises in British Columbia. A few
weeks age.an orticle i these columns was.
devoted to this matter. In an article on .
“Railways in Western Cunada,” in the
last issue of this journal, the present rail-
way wileage of British Columbia was
shown to'be about 615 miles, madé up of
the main line of the C. P. R., from the
summit of the Rocky Mountains to Van-
couver;= 520~ miles ; Westminster branah’
C.P.R.,.8 milés; Esquimalt aud Nanaimo;
railway ou Vancouver Island, 75 miles;
Union mjnes railway, 114 mwmiles. The
Esquuualt'road counects Victoria and Es-
quimalt harber and naval station with the
coal mines of the Nanaimo district. The
short road at the Union miunes, connects
these coal-mines - with the harbor, in the
Comox district, Vavcouver Island. This
road wascompleted in January of thepre-
sént year, and the mines are now Veing |
opened aud put in oparation.

-0f the various.railway schemes in Brit~
ish Columbia, there are.two which inay,be:
said to be_in course of construction. Both-
these roads are designed to connece with
railways in the United States to the south.
On of these.raads is intended to connest
the city of New Westminster with Pug:t-
Sound pdirdts.  Provision has been made
for the constrirction of a bridae over the.
Fraser river at New Westmiuster, and
scie preliminary work has been done on,
the voad, sirch as clearing the right of way,
ete. Tho city, has voted $75,000. to this
road as a bouns, pyd.a-further $75,000 to
assist in. the_construction.of .the bridge..
It js. claimed that, the Northern Pacifig:
Compunyshasian interest?in this road.
The other railway wmentioned as under
consfraction, is'a C, P. K. scheme. ~This
road is intended to.conuect the main lines
of the 0,P.R. with a road buildiag north-
waid from Neastle, ot Puget Swvud. Con-
nection will be made, wich ti\e, C. P.R
nedt Mission Stution, a point bi'the wndin-
line 43Zmilas ehst™of Vantouver. - The

=
'only work done on this road on. the Cana-
‘dian sido of the boundary, is in the direc-
tion of preparing for the construction of
@ hridge across the Fraser river, near
Mission Station. Thisx is the st work
iwhich i8 necessary in the construction of
the rond. The C. P. R. Co. is now hand-
ling considerable through freight to and
from Puget Sound poiuts, which 1s carried
'by steamers between Puget Sound and
!Vancouver. With dirpet railway con-
‘nection with Puzet Sound cities, no doubt
ithe C.P.R. traffic in that direction would
be increased.  Both the C. P. R and the
New Westminster roads are expected to
.be completed this year.

in B. C. are of a more uncertain nature,
iso far as their immediate construction is

all, hiowever, is the claims being made
upon the Provincial Government for as-
iistance, The Shusway & Okanagan rail-
‘way is a.schewe which has been for some
yeats under consideration. The company
forined to build this voad was voted a

Legislature some time ago, and this was
further suppiemented by a grant of $3,200
per mile from the Dohinion Governaent,
the length of the road being about 50
‘miles. The projectors, however, have
found it.impossible, even with this assist-
ance to finance their scheme. The com-
pany, now asks the Legislature to guaran-
tee intgrest for twenty years, at four per
cent., on 81,250,000, and they claim that
this-would-secure the construction of the
road. This would be iu lieu of the $200,-
000 provincial grant, and the company
would also make over its Dowinion grant
to the province. A gusrantes on the
sum meptioned seems a rather large grant
in-comparison’ with the leugth of the road.
The -Shuswap & Okanagan road is designed
to run frow the main line of the C. P. R.
bouthward to Okanagan lake, in the in-
terior of the province, This lake is navi-
pable for 60 miles, and there is consider-
able good agiicultural and grazing land in
the district which would be opened up.
Though it is always desirable to develop
the province by the opening up of interiur
districts, yet the-people should be careful
that they do not pay too dearly for what
they gain in thisdivection. The OQkunagan
country is probably o0.e of the most va u

pastoral wealth, and the development of
the region which would follow railway
construction into ‘the district, would no
doubt considerably increase the resources
of the province.

Ancther interior railway scheme is the
Columbia River & Kootenay roud. This
proposed road has been given a grant of
200,000 acres of provincial lands and cex-
tain concessions in the way of tax ewp-
tions, ete. 1t is proposed to open up the
| Kootenay district by means of this road—

mineral and sgricuitural wealth. Several

The other proposed railway enterprises:

iconcerned. One feature common to them_

arant of - $200,000 by the Provinciul.

able districts in British Columbia, posses-:
sing ininéral as well as agrizujtural aud

a region. cousideréd.to be very rich ‘in,

other ronds are talked of, such as the ox-,
tension of the Islund railway, a short line®
between Vaucouver und the Frasor river,
a road from Vancouver southward, via
the dulta district, to Puget Sound points,
and there is also the proposed Victoria,
Suanich and Muinluud road, all of which
scheines have their special advocates.

Tho oue great railway scheme, however,
which 1s attracting the most atiention, is
the proposed Canadian Western Ruilway.
‘rhis is & gittantic scheme concemplated as
arival to the C. P. R, and intended to
connect the Pacitic coust with the East.
‘A bill incorporating tha Qunadian West-
¢rn Railway Company has been passed by
the Local House, empowering thacowpany ,
to build a road from the eastern boundury
.of the province, viu the Yeliowhead Pass,
Carihoo and Bute [ulet, to.counect with
the E.quimult aud Nanaimo railway on
‘Vancouver Island. The Yellowhead
Pass, it will be remembered, is the route
originally selected for the C. P. R. Tho
pass is said to present very few engineer-
g ditliculties, in comparison with the*
route finully selected for the C. P. R. A
ruad by that pass would ulso pass through
a more valuable territory, it is claiwed,
thao the country now served by the C. P.
R. It is proposed to have this railway
cross from the mainland to Vancouver Is-
land, in the viciuity of Bute In.et, where
itis said a crossing is practical, and thus_
Victoria would become the terminus of
the road. Itis expected that in tiine con-
ucction would be mads at the eastern .
boundary of the province, with sowe
transcontinental road. A big land sub-
sidy hus been voted by the Local House.

A bill has been passed providing
for & grant of about twelve pmillion
acres of land in aid of the road. This.
scheme has created a great deal,of enthu--
siasm in Victoria and on the Island, while”
considerable opposition has developed on
the mainland, und particularly -at Van-*
couver, agatust the granting oflaud to the
company, Naturally Vancouver would
he opposed to the creating of another Pa-,
cificrailwuy terminus in British Columbia. ,
‘At this distance; however, it is impossible ™
to look upon this gigantic' écheme as one .
winch is hkely to be undertzken at once,
though in the future iris quite probable
that a ruilway may be buile through Yel-,
lowhead Pess  The Jand grantis certain-,
Iy a big thing for a single province to
band o6ver to a railway company, bus the
bill grarting the land was carried by a
vote® of weventeen to three, despite the-
protests of the Vancouver board of trade.
The land grant will include alternate
blocks extending thirty two miles on
either side of the proposed road, each
block of land having a frontage of twenty
miles ou the ratlway, aud to be opposite a
similar block to be retained by the
Government, and will total up to
nearly 12,000,000 acres, including some
very valuable timber and muneral launds,
The bill stipulates that construction is to

-

. conmence within two years, and the road

is to be completed in ten years.



