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THE COPYMIGHT AGITATION.

i nt l ii lii of liit liît\ ritii i" N wil l FI t Iil ! tli. btI'taki" Ria til titi1 - \ulitit \s \li.wh!i

II in StN l Rt \ .

(M\ the laiientablv siddei deatl of
tle aible and beloved l'rennier of tits
counitr Sir John I htîptiçîsoii tull
.affert the copyright agitation, it is

à probabIN too Carly to dleteriiei.

I ile d1a\1 hefore lits deati lie hId
talked witl L.ord Ripoi In tht
(olonlial t ilhee oni this subtje. t.

t. \ hat he sa'd. what impîîîressirons hi
ialde, what pom uts lie gaiied. wliat

pm lie receivel and wlat he leardcl cai he kiowtn oll

tf lis, pvate secretary anid sir Charles Tpper periaps not

. eîI lto tIheti. If thee olits are iot kiowin. and shoutld L.ord
Rtion nlot Ilusele them, Canada will liae lost a great deal on

this piniiit.

I Ioweer. tutit! the tIatter 8% tloroigitly intelligible, further

t.Imimlenit woild lie mut of lae, and those iterested m this

Imiatter tif copvrigit. of wiomii SIr Johnt ''hioipsonî was the

chamion, ImaiI co le the hes with the hop t liat Sir John 's

iterview witlite C olniîal rml rCîarvili bu iruîtfîîl in restilt.

MIr. joht Ross Roberîtsoi, lte presideit of the Copyright

.\siaition, was intervîewe'd on tins point, atid said :" I ami

.fraiid that the death oef Sir Johit 'iîoImpsIion will materially re-
tard tlt copynright negottations. ()utside of tinbers of our

assrt atin who are thoroighliv versed in the copyright discus-
sioi. nit) other mtuain had sicl a tloroigl grasp of the situation.

The result of his Communications with 1.ord Ripai mîîay be

madi known presenth, but i doult ery itucli wietlher ainy
thmg t iii h . idat be-en si( tieti ir Johnoi had arranged to imeet

titi c orrespondeit <if Th'le Toronto Fteninig Tielegraii at 3;0

tint h rind.n afteritoln. Ilis dath, fit coimist., c.ancelled the inter

n Willit I hop thtat som'ue mîîeil'er of the iew Cabinet

n .ak huit iold of i riglt mtattt r', i amti afraid that in the tir

imtoti tf poIhti tht imtercsts of the printers and puîîblishers will

stiit . i should ththk Iîat lte loin ( ;torge Foster might pos-

sibhiî b tht ibt.t mai to Itandilie the ialtter, but iothing, I
t.t . i .n he stiti .It presenit. 'Tlie wantt of our ownî Copyright

.\ct ieais a loss toi tilt putittig traite mi tlis City of ieariv iiv

thots.mid tlilars iper %car Mi wage's, îlot incldmtiig the amîîoint

tilt b woIbti lh ep.\IWiiIeti Im paper, press work and idiig."

The p"4xtIosIt aît the tlute of Sir iîdoi's interview is Weil puti

Im a 1 nit iespi t h ofi eember i t tii

.\dat . s Ibetn tatkenî of Sir Johin i'lompîttsiîon's pre-

stent c t1 1 tihis & oret t4i the agitatni tpont the part of

atithrs and pubshers agalinst the C'anadiai Copyrght 111 iof

1t Stj .\n important deptitatîon retently waited upont l .ord
Ripo a. d nd il is sgn ant thai there wis a teriw o reàede

froii the 1 tsitinul itltherto t.knuvi t lb thtsie iittrestedi m the

mtiatter.

-:l .\lbert RIltIt statei that there w.s niq) fieiig if hos

tihtv to>wartls ( Canaida oni the part of the deptitation. and that
Cainaia liat the nghit of iegiliation on those Imints whttl con

eerinedi lier owin pnrnters and iubbIIisher'is.

. It was largely the details of the receit legtslatîionî that were

criticised ver) strontgly, but, alter ail, that is a detail whici it
ia. pérhajps, lic ossible to overcomtie Iv further discussion.

" lie Marq1uis of Ripoit made onie sttemiieit iithih fias ghin
ris to muitlh contîCern on the part of those who w.aited tiponii hit,

for lie said that lis depiartienital spuathies were natuirally iii
the i question uitih tihose colonies wicih hie .spt.iall rp.sented.

I lits lias roustd the ire of \il. .\rnold Foster, ilho Ias writteun
tio i lie I umes on the sbtiject in rathler ait impiulisiîe and! agres
sive sort of way, but lits views are not ikt-1l tb a eptetd
g.iierally by the public at large. h'lie Marquis of Riponi stattd
that lie proposed to discuss the mîatter fully with Sir Jolii

lTimson while lie is here, and it mtay lbe takenî for granited,
thereufore, that in view of the imatiier in wiicih tile preimier is
supported in Catada a decided stepu is likely to le taken in the
settlement of tisi ve.ed question."

Canada lias defiitely dtecided that it is going to have its
own Copyright .\ct, and goiig to have it riglht sooni. Every
Ieading iewslpapuer iii tite country hias taken it tite matter, and
the arguments for ils enforcemîent are as various as they are
luitmerots. Somte arguimenits are calni and mîîajestic, others
are products of minds whiclh believe the time for that is

past.
hlie Toronito Iailv Mail of i>ecembiher 6tl lias aIn excellent

article siowiig thiat copyright is analagous to patent. Catnada
isstes Cainatdiain Iatents, ain-! lience shotld issue Cantadian
copyrights. It says :" Were lte stispentded Copyright Act a
freebuootmiig imetastre titis allegationi (that anada wisied to apt
propriate lte product of liritisi brainsi) nugit liold gotod. Iltit,
as a mtater of tact, tit: law guiards the riglit of iritish atithors,
mii thait it gives then a (aiadiait coprigit on conditions

sitmlar to those laid dowin in the imticih appliauded .\ct of the
Um*tted States, nanely, that the works sha'l lie prtted and publ-

iisied liere. Ftrtler, our Act surpasses the United States Act
m hbiierahity, iii thlat it doeos lot permit the re.priiting of a non-

copiyrigited work, save upoin registration and the paymient to
the atithor of a royalty of t o lier cent of the retait price of the
books reprotitced. The assertion that the law looks to piracy
is tiherefore uinfounittded."

Th'iat estimîtable New York ookpaper, ''ie publishers
eekil, makes one or two little errors in its very fair article on

CaainCopyright.

It savs : " lie iost offleisive clatse in tliat Act (18S9)
provides that a iritish author mtay sectire coyprigit in Canada
lby repriitiig his book within thirty days of its Enîtglist publica-

ttin ; fatlinlg to do this, any Canadiain itay reprint lthe book on

Conîdiî itn of payiig ' a royalty of lo ier cent. on the retait

price tif caci copy or reproduction.' No adequate provision for
ite collection of the royalty is made, and the effect of the Act
woutld be to reider Entiglsi copyright in Canada doubtful and
ptrecano.us."

This is mîîisleadîîtg. 'Te book niust lie registered before or
stitultaineotisly with ils publication elsewlere, and reptriited
within thirty days. But titis repriiting does not incluîde the
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