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THE OOPYRIGHT AQITATION.

HOW  LHE DEALIE OF SRS TROMPSON W AbFLO) 1

NOME MISTARES RECHIVIED THE ALEPATTON AN VIBEWERD

1Y MONTREATL,

OW the lamentably sudden death of
the able and beloved Prenuer of this
country  Sie John Lhompson will
affect the copynght agitation, it is
probably too carly to determine.
Ihe day before s death he had
talked with  Lord  Ripon o the
Colontal Othice on this subject.
What he sadd, what nnpressions he
made, what pomts he gamed, what
promises he receved and what he leamned can be known only
to lns prvate secretary and sar Charles “Tupper  perhaps not
even tothem. 1 theee pomnts are not known, and should Lord
Ripon not disclose them, Canada will have lost a great deal on
this pont,

However, until the matter s thoroughly intelligible, further
comment would be out of place, and those interested i this
matter of copyright, of whom Sir John Thompson was the
champion, may console themselves with the hope that Sir John's
ntervtew with the Colonial Seeretary wall be fruntful in result.

Mr. John Ross Robertson, the President of the Copyright
Assoctation, was interviewed on this point, and said: < Tam
afraid that the death of Sir John Thompon will materially re-
tard the copynght negotiations,  Outside of members of our
association who are thoroughly versed in the copyright discus-
sion, no other man had such a thorough grasp of the situation.
The result of his communications with Lord Ripon may be
made known presenthy, but T doubt very much whether any
thing d it had been sattled S John had arranged to meet
the cotrespondent of The Toronto Frening Telegram at 5 30
on §nday afternoon.  His death, of coutse, cancelled the inter
siew. While 1 hope that some member of the new Cabinet
mav take hold of copynght mattees, Tam afraid that in the wr
moit of pohitics the mterests of the printers and publishers will
wtler. 1 should think that the Hon George Foster might pos-
ably e the best man to handle the matter, but nothing, 1
tancy. can be sand at present. The want of our own Copyright
Act means a loss to the prnting trade i this aty of nearly fifty
thousand dollars per vear in wages, not including the amount
which would be eapended in paper, press work and binding.”

A CHANGE OF BIASE,

The poation at the tme of Sir Joha's interview s well put
ma London despatch of Devember 11th

« Advantage has been tuken of Sir John Thompson's pre-
sence am this toantny o revine the agiatton upon the part of
authurs and publishers agamst the Canadian: Copynght Rill of
188g  An mmportant deputation recently: waited upon Lord
Ripon, and 1t s sigmicant that there was a tendeney 1o recede
from the position hitherto taken up by those mterested m the
matter.

s Albert Rolhtt stated that there was no feeling of hos
tlity towards Canada on the part of the deputation. and that
Canada had the nght ot legistation on those pants which con
cerned ber own printers and publishers,

1t was largely the detls of the recent legislation that were

criticised very strongly, but, after all, that is a detail which it
may, pethaps, be possible to overcome by further discussion.

= Lhe Marquis of Ripon made une statement which has given
fise to much concern on the part of those who waited upon him,
for he said that s departmental sympathies were natarally in
the question with those colonies which he speaially represented.
1 his has roused the ire of M1 Arnold Foster, who has written
to Lhe Lmes on the subject in rather an impulsive and agres
sve sort of way, but lhis views are not hkely to be aceepted
generally by the public at large.  The Marquis of Ripon stated
that he proposed to discuss the matter fully with Sir John
Thompson while he is here, and it may be taken for gramted,
therefore, that in view of the manner in which the Premier is
supported in Canada a decided step is likely to be taken in the
settlement of this veaed question.™

CANADA STANDS FIRM,

Canada has  defimtely decided that it is going to have its
own Copyright Act, and going to have it right soon.  Every
leading newspaper in the country has taken up the matter, and
the arguments for its enforcement are as varnous as they are
numerous.  Some arguments are calm and  majestic, others
are products of minds which believe the time for that is
past.

The Toronto Haily Mail of December 6th has an excellent
article showing that copyright is analagous to patent.  Canada
issues Canadian  patents, and hence should issue Canadian
copyrights. Tt says: * Were the suspended Copyright Act a
frechooting measure this alleganon (that Canada wished to ap-
proprate the product of Bntish brains) nught hold good.  But,
as a matter of tacy, the law guards the vight  of British authors,
m that 1t gives them a Canadan copyrnight on conditions
sinnlar to those lad down in the much  applauded  N\ct of the
United States, namely, that the works sha'l be pninted and pub-
lished here,  Fuarther, our Act surpasses the United States Act
i hberality, in that it does not permit the re-printing of a non-
copynghted work, save upon registration and the payment to
the author of a royalty of 10 per cent of the retail price of the
books reproduced.  The assertion that the law looks to piracy
is therefore unfounded.™

SPURLISHERS WEERLY 7 ERRS,

That estimable New York book-paper, The Publishers

Weekly, makes one or two little errors in its very fair article on .

Canadian copyright.

Itsays . “The most offensive clause in that Act (188y)
provides that a British author may secure coypright in Canada
by reprinung his book within thirty days of its English publica-
tion ; failing to do this, any Canadian may reprint the book on
condition of paying ‘a royalty of 1o per ceat. on the retail
price of cach copy or reproduction.”  No adequate provision for
the collection of the royalty is made, and the effect of the At
would be to render Enghsh copyright in Canada doubtful and
precanous,”

This 1s misteading,  The hook must be registered before or
simultancously  with its publication elsewhere, and reprinted
within thirty days.  But this reprinting does not include the
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