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What a drilling we got in Lnglish composition from Mr, C— 1! How proud
wo wero if our exercises received his ¢ Good I'" How exultant over tho rarely

ained * Very good 1" Now-a-daye, nuch less atlention is paid, o8 far as my
Fimitcd observation cnables mo to judgo in the matter, to the proper oxpres-
sion of thought in langusge, which is the only practical application of gram-.
mar. Scholars sro required to memorizo a lot of rules of which they noither
comprohend the meaning nor tho use, and of which consequently they will
never mako ony practical spplication either in written or oral oxpression,
wheroas thoy should bo habituated to the correct use of languags in ordivary
converealion as well as in the studicd composition exerciso,

School life is c0 short, and the prectically important branches of education
so many, that no timo should be dovoted to what will not Lo of essential
service. Thuio is indeed a great deel of hard, vven fatiguing nnd dishearten-
ing woik, such ss memorizing dates of historical events, dry pumerical
statistics and facts of geography, and tho exact wording of rules, required of
scholars that might be dispensed with, not only without detriment to their
educational welfare, but with positivo ndvantsge to the suprome ultimatum,
“asound mind ina sound body.” But,if timo and efturt is worse than
wasted in such memorizing, what shall bo said of, how shall 1 characterize,
tho torrible struggle of the infant mind in its cfforts to memorize our most
unphonetic, most barbarous orthogiaphy !

Wero our lenguage destituto of charactera for its visual ropresontation,
and were a commission uppointed to supply this dosideratum, common senso
would dictato that the phonetic elements of the Janguage bo first ascertained
and claesified, that in devising an alpbabot there be but one simple, easily
and quickly made character to represent each phonetic element or sound of
the langusge, that each such character be sufficiently distinctive in shape or
appearance to bo readily distinguished the ono from tho other, while
poseessing certain class characteristics, and finally that they bo susceptible
of being easily joined together into words, Tho result would bo a scientific
alphabet, or system for the visual representation of the language, such us
was invented by Isaac Pitman, of Bath, England, and is now oxtensively
employed wherever the Anglo-Saxon language is used, and which with
slight modification is applicable to all languages. Whena child has learned
a phonetic alphbabet it can read, as the mere utterance of the phonetic
eloments of a word with the correct accent produces such word.

If tho commission I have imagined were to deviso and recommend for
adoption such a complicated, cumbersome, unphonetic alphabet, and such a
barbarous system (pardon the misnomer,) of orthograph as the alphabet and
orthograph to which Anglo-Saxon people cling with barnicle-like tenacity,
how think you would the result of their labors bo received ? Would their
1eport bo regarded as a huge practical joko? asa production of lupatics?
or as the work of men whoso ingenuity had with demoniacal perversity been
employed in devising * how not to do it "

Did acy one ever give, hear or conceivo one practical common-senses
roagon why our present svstem of visual sound representation should be
rotained in preference to a phonetic system, such, for instance, as that
invented by Mr, Pitman? When such a eystem shall have been adopted,
the years that past generations of children have wasted in learning to
read will be so much added to the school life; language will be free from a
burdon that it has so long carried, free to speed with all the speeding forces
of the age ; and only the funny men, who will ba deprived of an inexbaus-
tible source of aterisl for bad puns, will havo resson to regret the change.

Tho electrocution of William Xemmler, concerning which you ask my
viows, whno an event of the past, crowded out of the public mind by fresh
horrors, will, I believe, have prominence in history assn unique and pregnant
ovent, even though there bo other or many other electrocutions, which at
present does mot appeosr piobable. I have not the technical knowledge
essential for ariiving at correct opinions es to the respective muorits and
demerits of the various modes employed or proposed for accomplishing the
death penalty. Ihave, bowever, no doubt but that lifo would be extinguished
instantancouely, posinlessly and quietly -by the passage of an clectrical
current of sufficient though not necsssarily very high voltage through the
body of the victim from sn electrode beid in ono hand to an electrode held
in the otber hand, and that this as a method of criminal execution would
compare wost favorably with taoo horrors inecparable from the gallows, the
guillotine or any other mnodeat present practised. Tho first electrocution was
bungled and therofore a failure. The published accounts of the event sent
a thrill of borror through the anxiously waiting world, and I sm impressed
with tho opinion that not only will the voice of ths people declaro against
electrocution, but that i¢ will also bo aroused and stimulated to demand the
abolition of the deatb ponalty.

Is it not far better that minety and nine wretches who have, with malice
aforethought, slain a fellow being, should be spared from just retribution,
and be punished by imprisonment for lifo and the lash of conscience, than
that ono innocent man should meet tho death penalty ¢

Now, timo's up, and I must close. HHow 18 the orchard panning out?
Can wo get from you our wintor’s supply ?

As over youls, S.C.

INDUSTRIAL NOTES.

Mr. Walton, of the Avonport brickyard, bas just opened up for ship-
mont a now kiln of brick containing neatly 450,000, The burn wasan
unusually good one, Mr. Walton using for tho first timo quite an amount of
coal with gralifying success. Tho bricks are thoroughly burnt, of a deep
::d cIolor, and when laid are sure to mako a handsome wall or chimnoy,—

cadan.

. Tbe Fredoricton Snap Compauy ha3 boon organizad at Frodericton, N. B.,
with a capital atock of $10,000, for the manufacture of soap.

Burrell - Johnson

Iron Co.

LIMITED.
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ENGINEERS

FIRE LENGINES, TUG BOATS,
STEAMERS, Gas and Water Works,
Mills, Ship Castinge, Mill and Mining

& IRON FO

— - n rtee

YARMOUTH, NOVA SCOTIA.

RS-

UNDERS,

Manufacturers of STEAM ENGINLES, STEAM PUMPS, STEAM

YACHTS, Freight and Passengor
Leffoll Water \Wheels, Lanes Lotary
and Goneral Machinery.

STOVES IN GREAT VARIEBETY

Wo claim to Manufactura the Largest and best Varisty of STOVES of

any concorn 1 Canada,

Sole Manufacturers of the Victor Soft

Coal Cooking Stoves, “Model Girand"

Llanges, New Silvermoon Lase Durners, * Vesta” Soft Coal Baso leater,
Orient I'rapklin, Churchille Patent, Odorless Boilers, Hollow Ware, and a
great varisty of articles too numerous {o mention.

CORRLESPONDENCE SOLICITED.

amm————

Branch Wazshouse, 209 LOWER WATER STREET.

JOHN WHITE & CO.

E.LEONARD & SONS
SNOS 2 GHVNOIT 3

BEFORE BUYING

ENGINES, BOILERS,
ROTARY SAW MILLS

OR WOOD WORKING MACHINERY,

Wi G20. H. EVANS,|

62 WATER STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B,
For Catalogue C and prices,

THE BRAS A0R |
STEAM NAVIGATION COM'Y,

(LIMITED.)
SUMMER ARRANGEMENTS.

E il Un aud after JUNE 9711 the

Largo and well Furnished
STEAMER
MARIOIN
wll leave Port Mulgrave for Sydney and iutermed.
iate ports in the Bras D'or lakes cvery ‘TUES-
DAY, THURSDAY, and SATURDAY on arri.
val of 1. C. R, traig, due at 2.2, Railway time.
REYTURNING, will lcave Sydney on MONDAY,
\WEDNESDAY, aud FRIDAY at2 p.m., connect.
inz with Express Train leaving Mulgrave for the
West at 10.20 Railway time. . .

The well knowa favorite Steamer NEPTUNE
will leave Mulgrave for Sydncy vid St.Peter’s Canal
and *ast Bay on arrjval of the traio, DAILY,
%E’_I‘URNI G same mght, 1n tume for Momuug

rain.

The beautiful Steamer MAGNOLIA will run on
the Lake betw cen W HYCOCOMAGH & LITTLE
BRAS D'OR, via BADIECK, as usual.

Tickets can be puachased at the Titket Offices
o:’ﬁlhc lr. C. Railway, and all information givea at
office o

J. W.GOREAM & CO.
Halifax, N. S.

Best and Safest !
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lo said by Government Analyst to be com-
posed of Ingredients the best and safest
for manufacturing Baking Powder,

THE DOJIINION PHINT CO.

Are prepared to bupply the Trade with

MARINE PAINTS

AS BELOW
ATLANTIC ANTIFOULING COMPOSITION
for Iron Ships.,
MOSELEY'S 801'!’}21{ PAINT, for Wooden

Sh:gs.
LIQUID MARINE BLACK PAINT,
“ " GREEN ¢

SEAM FPAINT, a Perfect Substitute for Rosin,
Also,—~Dlack and Bright Varnish, Roofing Patch,

Tar, &¢. Quality guaranteed equal to anything

manufactured,

Office & Works, Dartmouth.

PHONE 920.

The finest and largest range of

TAILORS' GLOTHS

to be seen in the city is at

STANFORDS

THXE TAITLOR,

AGENTS,

156 HOLLIS STREET.



