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Fifteon yeurs ago the Government ol Prince Edward Island, seeing that
a profitable business in the rearing ard ~elling of horses could be carried on
by the Island farmers, decided 10 imporn some theroughbred stock, and the
result is that to-day a splendid business is being done. ‘The Government
of New Brunswick have now laken sieps to have the breed of New Druns-
wick horses improved, but in Nova Scotia we are behind our sister
provinces in this respect, and wete it not for private enterprize our hotses
wouid be of a very inferior type.

There reems to be a growing desire in New England for freer reciprocal
tiade selations with Canada; and it would appear from the following quota.
tion from the Springfield f2epublican, a journal highly influential with ita
party, that the Republicans ate veering in this directicn : —f* Reciprocity by
separate treaty is the common sense way to admit raw material into this
country from Canada in exchange for our manufactured goods. We can do
it without binding our hands as to the rest of America. ‘The reciprocity
of 1854 benefitted both Canada and the United States. Why should we
abandon old and tried methods for a kind of internal revenue and high pro-
tection trust with Canada?” Aay approach to a more friendiy feeling on
the part of the United States is no doubt graufying, but we do not quite
appreciate the manner in which the Republican puts it.  T'o admit Canadian
“raw material in exchange for American manufactured goods™ would be
simply to iay Canadian manufactures open to slaughter by those of the
United States as of old. But we do not see so much objection to rec:-
procity in some natural products if the States desire it.

While we learn from several sources that a aumber of Dakota settlers
are removing their household gods to Manitoba, in some disgust with the
drawbscks on the other side of the line, which so inexplicably soems to
mark a distinction in climatic conditions, it is still more interesting to learn
from the Chicago Canadian American that there is a movemem of a very
decided character from that region, of Canadians who are leaving the United
States and returning to the land of their birth, The Canadian Amerwcan
‘eing, as it says of itself, ** behind the scenes, speaks by the book, and the
movemcnt is growing.” The Canadian American, whether it speaks of itself
or not, is unimpeachable authority, and nothing can be more entirely satis-
factory to Canadian patriotism than its statement that *¢ at least one thou-
sand former subscribers (to it) are now in business in Canada; there is
scarcely a town across the line, from Haifax to British Columbia that we
cannot point to as the residence of one or mcre ex-Canadian- Americans.”
It is not to be expected that all our young men can be kept at home, bat it
is evident that large numbers of Canadians who have gone to the States have
come to regard their own coumry from a different and an eminently encour-
aging point of view. )

"The great demonstration of the power of the workingmen’s combination
afforded by the late London strike has promntly borne fruit in a similar
demonstration at Rotierdam. It will probably exter.d to other countries,
should occasion arise. One of the leaders of the London strike has com-
mitted what we cannot but consider not only a grave error, but an eatirely
unjustifiable action, in sending pickets of the unions to Harwich to stop what
the upionists are pleased tc call * blacklegs,” on their way to iake the place
of strikers at Rotterdam, ‘This sort of intimidation prejudices the methods
of the unionists in all thinking minds, and the sooner they zbandon all for-
cible measures the sooner will thewr cause approve itself in general estima-
tion. As regards the broad principles involved we thiuk the results of the
strike will be beneficial, as the tremendous power inhereat s a combination
of all branches of Jabor displayed in the late movament will effectually open
the eyes of companices and other employers to the danger, as well a5 the
injustice, of turning a deaf ear to the reasonable demands of the working-
man, and lead to the better appreciation on the part of those whose supposed
necessities are in reality luxuries, of the hard fact that when the workin,s-
man combines it is the stern necessities of life which actuate him.

As time goes on the public both iu Caunada and Great Britain learn more
of the availability for successful settlement of districts of our great North-
West, of which a very few years ago they were entirely ignorant. One of
the most promising is Edmonton in Alberta, 200 miles north of Culgary A
correspondent of Public Opinien thus describes it :—* Edmonton i'self
contains a population of Goo, not in any way cngaged in farming  There
are successful merchants, skilled :nechanics in all trades, bankers, parsous,
doctors, lawyers, all of whom depend not so much upon the town as upon
the farmers surrounding it. The country is magnificent in its fertility ; it is
well wooded and watered, of park-like appearance, and the prairies of Mani-
toba and the southern ‘part of the territories are no more to be compared
with it than is the landscape of Holland to that of the South of England.
Although the land vhich wat open for free grant homesteading within, say,
a radius of seven miles of Edmonton has been taken up, occupied, and cul-
tivated, heyond that radius there are unlimited quantities of land still opet
equally well adapted for agriculture. And Edmonton is not the only con-
siderable settlement. All kinds of grain are successfully raised here
There never has been a failure in the oat crop ; but this season, owing to
unusual drought, it 15 not heavy  Wheat and barley are good crops, and all
kinds of vegetables grow in profusion., I have known of fields yielding 100
bushels of oats to the acre, and others 8o bushels of wheat. This, I con-
fess, is above the average; but I can confidently say that the average is at
least double that quoted by your correspondent * C. A. H.” for the Bran-
don district, The average of potatoes is 300 bushels per acre” The
mineral wealth is unknown, but there are at present about 50 men washing
gold on the river, and a railway is in coursc of construction,
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It 12 very satisfactory to be assured of the persistency of the Grand
Trunk Railway in pushing on new lines to the sea, Despite some high.
handed proceedings on the part of the Canadian Pacific we are not disposed
to belittle what they bave done for Canada, but no corporate body can be
trusted to withstand the temptations of aun unrivalled monopoly. On this
accanut we welcome all the competition the Grand Trunk can bring to bear,
The line now particularly spoken of is anuther short line between Hualitax
and Montreal via Iidmunstone and ‘lemiscouata.  The more lines the

better.

It is satisfaclory to learn that the French elections have resulted ina
practicu) victory for the Republic, and 1o see, as a city contemporary pms
it, how wonderfully *for nearly twenty vears the French people have
steadily adhered to the Republican form of Government in spite ot drmn
gogues aud all other allurements.” A few years more and many of the
restless spirits of the monarchy and the empire will have passed nway, a
new gencration reared under the republic will wield puwer, and in the steady
lapse of tinic the old ideas will fait out and die a natural death.  The Cham.
ber of Dajuties consists of §84 members, six of whom are for Algeria, 170
electi ns remained undecided.  OF those «which were decided the Republi-
cans secwed 219, against 156 seats gained by Bonapartists, Orleanists,
loulangists, and other Revisionists, and it is thought the Republicaus will
prubably succeed in 120 vut of the 170 coutests that have to be renewed,
Should this prove to be the case the Ministerialists wilt be supported, when
all the returns ure in, by fully three-fifths of the chamber.

We are not exactly posted on the progress made by the greater military
powers in the attainmenyt of a powder both smokeless and noiseless. It s
casy to predict that the science of chemistry once directed to an object to
which the slightest clue is given, will eveniLally compass the requisite con
ditions. We do not hear much of the French powder lately, and we do nia
krow preciseiy how far Great Britain and Germany have advanced in ther
investigations and experiments. We have, however, some recent indica-
tions of what Austria has accomplished. Recent trials st Brrck nave
disclosed a sertous defect in the Austrian compound. [mmediately upon
the discharge of the shot, there is such an intolerab'e smell produced by the
combustion_ that several of the officers and men atthe firing-puint have
fainted. The powder creates hardly any perceptible smoke, and imparts 1o
the shot a higher velocity than any former compuad. The statement that
it is also noiseless is, however, erroneous. Qo the zantrary, the discharyges
are londer than hitherto with the old black powder.  The new smokeles
explosive has not yet been made applicable o artillery.

The Toronto Empire disapproves of the recent expression of opinion of
Chief Justices Ritchie and Armour on the subject of Divorce. The former
considers that there ought to Le a Divorce Coust for Canada, and the latter
thinks that divorces ought to be granted for cruelty and drunkenness, We
cannot consider the Empire’s objections valid, but think the utterances of
the two Chief Justices were in accurdance with comum wa sense and bumanuy
The existing divorce functions of the Senate are cumbrous and incovgruous,
and in the iutcrests of unity and consistency of procedure alone the estab-
lishing of « Dominmon Court would tend 10 remove us from all danger of
the loose and vicious systems fostered by the heterogenious State laws of
the neighboring republic, while we should conceive that but linle objection
would be made to merging the existing provincial divorce courts in a
general tnbunal It is now universally admitted thatdivorces under certamn
circumstances are proper, and if s0 wnat objzction ciu lie against the estib
lishment ol a competent jurisdiction 2 Wuth regard to the opinion of Chiet
Justice Armour mast persons will consider that persister. diun.enness and
brutality canstitute & reasonable cause of separation.

Certain American journals—most conspicucusly the New Yurk Sun,
which is always well 1o the fore where bounce is thought 10 be desirable—
are ofl’ their heads in glonlication of th: new United States cruiser Balte-
wnore. No doub® the Haltimure is aun ellicient ship, but she 3 built from
the designs of Mr. W. H. White, now chief constructor to the British
Admiralty, and she is, comparatively, unirnored.  She ha, Jeveloped a
high rate of speed and her areaiment 1s powerful. It is morc than doubt-
ful, however, that whatever she may carry in the way of guns, she cun carry
such a cargo of bombast us the Sua desires to freight her with.  Here is ¢
spechimen : —* Under the blazing light of her record, the fugs of the Behring
Soa aund the threc mile limit along shore disappear as beneata an serestsubl:
meteorological area of high pressure.” Again:— It s not at all too much
to say that the Haltimore could doldly runinto the mouth of the Mersey,
shell Liverpoos, and then dodge the whole Chauncl fleet, as 1t tried to close
in on and capture her. [t is by no means unlikely that she could lay 3
score of Biitish seacvast wwwas 10 ashes 1n a wonth and taen escape auharmed.
There ate ironclad ships aplenty in the British navy, and gang of enormous
range, but for one of those big ships to try to capture the Baltimore would
be like a man with a ten-pound target rifle trying to shoot a hlug-wmgcd
teal flying down the wind He might hit the bird, but a sporting man
would wager a thousand to one that he couldn’t do it.” No doubt the
British Navy will be paralyzed in the presence of this incymparable craft,
yeu it strikes us that, being of British design, British ship yards might not
find it impossible, or even very difficult, to turn out a dozsn such vescels
for every one built m America  There is a great deal more about her sup-
posed power of thrashing the Benbotw or any other big British ironclad, bot
we have not space to gratify our readers with it—and perhapsit is of very ltle
consequence.




